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Fifty Cents
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REAK - O
N nolsemakers and
- hats . ;. Farmin,
" (city of) will be hitting
the’ hlg anrlw&ﬂve next

fuony

year.
u'll be the 125th’ snniversary of
the incorporation of Farmington

A meeting Lo plan for the cele-
bratlon will ‘be held at 7 pm.
‘Thursday, May 28, at the Farm-
ington Clty Hall, 23600 Liberty.
Au lnlensled ral ents are invit.

"Were Tooklng " for ldw.

suggestions and enthuslasm,” sald
MA) or shl.rley mchutdwn.

ENIOR CK'HZENS who

Bave attended oll pununz

classes since last fall will

show the frults of their la-

bors {n an exhibit at the Farming-
g:.ry l!\m“ .‘111e 30,

The nnlnn studied under

membeﬂ of tha Farmington Art-

Ists Club in the Senior Adait Cen-

T

y
day at the Knights of Columbus
HalL And one of the happiest was

HERE WERE a lot of
thvy-!ooklng J-yceu
e servi

| Matt Ratliff, cutgolng president.

Ralllff, a partoer i Pool Mald,
a swimming pool malntenance
company, and & 30-year resident
of the Farmington area, was
named one. of the top 10 Jaycee
presldents In Michigan. -

The Farmington chapter was
ciled for its many community-in.
volvement projects. Kirk Bagg
will be the next Farmington Jay-
cec president.

AKE A good look . . . the

three  Farmington

Board ~ of ‘ Educatien

hopefuls — incumbent

Susan Rennels and challengers

Laura Myers and Richard DeV-

rles — will appear at two candi-
date forums this week.

Mondny, May 20, the Farming-
ton League of Women Voters and
the American Association of Unl-
versity Women will co-sponsor a
forum at 7:30 p.m. at Dunckel
Middle School, 32800 W. 12 Mile.

The program will be taped and
televised on, cable Channel 12 be-
fore the election.

Wednesday, May 22, the Farm-
ington Arca Repuhllmn mnh will
host a forum at 7 p. t the
Farmington Hills Clly 1m| 1
Mile and Orchard Lake rold: It
will be cablecast live on cable
Channel 18.

The public Is invited to attend
both forums. The school clection

the.

Community Li-:

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
stalf writer

As far as Farmington Hllls resi-
dent Ken Pervln is concerned, tax is
spelled F-EE.

He's got some ‘concerns about
plans by citles, such as Farmington
Hills, to charge single-family home-
owners and condomlinlum owners a
quarterly fee — like a utility fec —
for curbside recycling.

“Anytime fee Is mentioned rather
than tax, I'm concerned,” Perrin
sald.

Come July 1, Farmington and

Farmington Hills will be
mandated to recycling thelr refuse
at their curbside when Waste Man-
agement of Michigan, the garbage
collector for the cities, comes along
on garbage plckup day.

Feor that program, a $13.! 50 quar.
terly fee Is proposed to be pald by

F Hills and
condo owners. The Farmington Clty
Councll will nail down the fee Lhey
expect to charge tonight at thelr reg-
ular council meeting.

But Perrin would much rather see
that fee as o tax. “H I pay an extra

1091 Suburhan Communications Corporaton

Recycling fee called Headlee dodge

Hills man prefers tax

$54 of disposable income I can't use
mysell."”

He believes that if. ling was

Perrin sald. “Morally, it's going
against the Headlee Amendment.”

PERRIN SAID L appears that
with a fee, as opposed to a tax, cities
can avold the effects of the Headlee
Tax Limitatlon

part of the city tax rate, taxpayers

could — like thelr other property

taxes — takelt off umh' stnlc taxes.
“The

Under the Headlee Amendment,
authorized mlllage levied by taxing
cntities must be decreased If money

y'Te
service, but lhey Te cnlllng It a fee,”

$54 a year for recycling, then that's

Please turn {o Page 2

Spring hayride

Residents of the Community Living Centers’ Farmington-Free-
dom group home enjoy an early May hayride in Herlitage Park,
which otfered them 20 minutes of nature viewing. The Farm-
ington Hills Special Services Department, Recreation Division,
hosted tractor-pulled hayrides throughout May, and plans

SHARON LaMIEUX/staft photographee

mare in the fall. Here, parks and recreation employee Jenny
Geiger rides in the wagon with 4-year-old daughter Roscanne
in her arms. Roseanne plugs her ears to block the noise of the

engine. For more pholos and a story, see Page 3A.

8-Mile
project
takes
trees

By Tedd Schnelder
. stalf writer

Greenmead Histerical Viliage will
Jose about a dozen trees — some
thought to be 150 years old — and 15
feet will be trimmed from its north-
erm boundary under the current plan
to widen Eight Mile.

The stone wall [ronting the com-
plex also will be relocated.

A last-ditch effort to spare lhc
Greenmead right-of-way by swi
ing the road slightly dosn t look lxka
it will win the support of Farming-
ton Hills officlals, supponers con-
ceded Thursday.

CONSTRUCTION WORK on the
Joint wo-city, two-county project
could begln by the end of the year,
Livonia Mayor Robert Bennett said.

The road will be widened to five
lanes from Newburgh to the ap-
proach to the 1-275 expressway.

No cost estimate was avallable

Fighting the noise

Hills woman wants to tune out

By Joanns Mallszewsk|
statf wrlter

Joan Barber lives with plugs in her ears. And the
windows of her two-story histaric house remaln shut

regardless of the weather.

She’s not trying to tune out the world, just her neigh-
bor — 1.275. The Farmington Hills resident does want
the world te know she's angry about the nolsc from the
freeway and the disruption it creates In her lte,

“{ yell and I scream and I get nothing,” Barber sald.
“Tdon't know what to do anymore, I'm angry.”

Barber has waged & one-woman war with transpor-
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1-275 dlsruptlons

‘Thursday for cither the widening or
the Greenmead work. Seventy-flve
pereent of the road construction
costs will be paid for with federal
money and the remainder will be
split evenly between Livonia, Farm-
ington Hills, Oakland and Wayne
counties.

Bennett said  redesigning  the
ptanned road expansion to climinate
the Greenmead changes was “not &
viable option.” .

The redesign would need approval
by a mafority of the Farmington
Hills City Councll, not likely because
a subdivision on the north side of
Eight Mile would be adversely af-
fected by any changes, Bennett said.

“I think we've done a good job
negotiating to get it down to §5 feet
tof right-of-way), which is 50 percent:
of what the original proposat called
for,” Bennett said.

THE CURRENT PLAN calls for

tation officials since construction of (e freeway In the
carly 1970s. Her 167-year-old Greek Revival house sits
about 130 feet from 1-275, Imml‘dlnltly north of Nine
Mile.

Driving north on 1-275, moterists are informed how
Barber feels about the freeway on which they are trav-
ellng. A big sign stands on a fence outside Barber's

Joan Barbor meant busincss when
she put up this sign facing 1-275.

BHARON L

moving the wall 15 feet south and
replacing any uprooted trees on a
ovne-for-one basis, said Suzanne Dan-
iel, chairwoman of the Livonia His.

pavement, has long fought tor noisa
barriers for her house. “I'm not giv-

torical Ca
Danicl said moving the 70-year-
old wall won't present a problem

home facing the freeway.

. Ploaso turn to Page 2

what’s inside

ll hlondly. June 10.
EMORY LANE —
From the May 24,
1951, odition of the
Farmington En-
terprise: - -
® James Bates was the reciple
ent of the Special Cl and
Leadershlp Award for 1951 at
Farmington High School.

® Sybil Lange of Maple Street
was taken to Grace Hospital for
an emergency lppcudlx opera-

tion.
@ Howard L. ﬂldurds an-
in an adverilsement that
bis law office would be moved
from tho Cadillic Tower in De-
troit to Grand River Aveneue in
Farmington,

Items for Farmington Focus
‘may be mailed to the Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farm-
ington Road,” Farmington

.| 48336, or dropped off at the

newspaper office.

Cl Scc. EF
Index. . ... .... 2E
Auto . . ... Soc. F
Realestata. ... . Sec.E
Employment . . . Scc.F
Creatlvellving . . . . . 1E
Crossword puzzle . . . 3E o ‘Your oﬁfowz;”
arrier  wi L]
g%‘,%‘:,llzzmm """ gg stopping by this woek to
""" N collect for the month. Ploaso
Ontheegenda. . . . . 5A have the money ready and
Pollce, firocalls . . . .3A ba sure to got your roceipt.
Sports. . . .. .. Sec.C It's worth a $2. dl!ct’:lunl
on (he next ciessltied
Stroot Scene. . . . Sec.D advortizoment you place In
Taste . . ... .. Sec.B your hometown nowspaper.
Travel . . . . . . . 4C-6C

.Barber, who lives north of Nine Mile
_and about 130 feet from the lreeway

Ing up. I'm bloedied, but unbowed."

and Bennett said the praject would
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Former edltor Levmson dies

By Tom Beer

“statf writer

H.Y. Levinson, editor and publisher of the Farming-
ton Enterprise newspaper for about 10 years beginning
In the late 1920s, died of cancer May 14 at Willlam
Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak. He was 91.

Mr. Levinson, a longtime resldent of Blrmingham,
purchased the Enterprise weekly —~ forerunner of to-
day's Farmington Observer — In May of 1927 from Wil
liam and Nellie Mliler, according to newspaper records.

Mr. Levinson ran the paper until about 1937, sald his
dayghter Brenda Sellgson, of White Stone, Vir., and then
started radio station WCAR In Pontiae.

Jean Fox, local historian, writing in a 1988 Observer
special seclion celebrating the centennlal of the En.
terprise, sald of Levinson: .

“*Maln issue during hls years was a proposal for wid-
ening Grand River thaugh the village to 100 feet. Levin-
so0n opposed hls, although it would be good for busincss.

“Instead, he offered a bypass around town, which took

another 40 years to attain. Fortunately for. posterity,
and with the aid of the Enterprise, this widenlng for
“progress’ falled, due cither to an avid editor or lack of
muoney for the “improvement.’

FARMINGTON in Mr, Levinson's day was very much
the small town surrounded by farms and orchards, re-
membered Brenda Seligson,

“Farmington was this tiny town of about 700 people,”
she sald. “It was a great place to llve.”

Mr. Levinson guided the newspaper through the Great
Depression of the 1930s, and at limes a {ew economic
adjustments were needed.

“T remember my father telting me Lhat during the
Depression farmers would pay him for subscriptions
and ads with produce and chickens,” Seligson said.
‘There were a 1ot of notlces of foreclosure in the paper in
those days and I guess that’s kept it going.”

Mr. Levinson also supporied the arts in the communi.
ty, according to Dan Burnett, longtime resident.
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