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Traffic woes
Troubled corner needs help

of M-102 and Grand River is a traffic
bottleneck, then just try driving through it
during any rush hour, any daytime hour,
really. .
And if you think that this d-up conflu-

IF YOU DON'T believe that the int i

Novi, that residential hot spot, is
one reason Grand River/M-102 Is
so jammed. These days a lot of

ence of five major highways isn't hurting com-
merce, talk to business people In that end of
town. . They'll offer. to drive you around (in
clogged traffic, of course) and show you the “for
sale” and “for lease” signs sprouting in the area.

The intersection continues to be a real prob-
lem for both ocal and through traffic in western
.Farmington Hills....... .. S~

For many years now, getting from here (de-
veloped Farmington Hills) to there (burgeoning
Novi and points west) could be a slow proposition
if the route involved Grand River or 10 Mile.

Those thoroughfares meet In ap area of
warchouses, motels, restaurants x_md auto de;{b

people need to get from wherever
to Novi — and Farmington Hills
happens to be in the way.

forts to reduce traffic congestion. .

It was pointed out, according to Dolan, that
businesses served by this traffic route account
for 18 percent of Farmington Hills' commerelal
tax base, and that businesses in that 1¥-square-
mile area provide 10,000 jobs.

A PRELIMINARY study of construction needs
could cost as much as $175,000, Dolan said. The
b

102 (the old Farmington cut-off) snakes through.
There are also Halsted Road for north/south
traffic and busy 1-275 just to the west. .

A TWOQ-LANE bridge that carries Grand River

traffic over M-102 is a particular problem. An
additional span, running parallicl to the original,
has been proposed.
Tralfic woes in that area have been discussed
(and d) ani people
at several -breakfasts and luncheons held, ap-
propriately enough, at the Holiday Inn on 10
Mile.

Everyone agreed vthat something had to be

will pay?) always scemed to go unanswered.
However, last week there was Iresh hope that

erships and similar non-r aee

—done-But-important-questions (what?-when? who it is good.te see the right people Lalking about the

Far Hilis t Corp., -
which has obvious interests in the area, will
finance up to $90,000 of the study.

“Pat Nowak sald the state would have to seek
matching federal money for the project if esti-
mated costs are $10 million to $25 million,” Do-
lan added. “However, if studies indlcate the nec-
essary work can be done for less than $10 mil-
lion, the state might be able to finance it alone,

“He (Nowak) has promised to direct his staff to
work closely with Farmington Hills City Mana-
ger Bill Costick to seek available funds in the
state transportation budget.”

Well, while the additional bridge and other im-
provements are thousands of traffic jams away,

problem and solutions. It's really the first good
sign we've seen.

[ tlonal "progress by July™
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Help our schools plan

for students’ progress

EVER WANTED to
about your chlld's school? Now's
your chance. .

Ever wondered if the quality of
your grandchild's school will Im-
prove? Here's the way to get the an-

- swer,

Ever attended a parent-teacher
canference and wondered just what
was going on In your child’s school?
Here's the way to find out.

Every schoal bullding in Michigan
Is required by 1aw Lo glve the publle
a written annual report on its educa-

schools will be offering the repo:
now, some later this summer. .

317 Some——

Setting out
achievements and
plans for future
improvement in public
is a way to put the
-pressure on from the
people that count: the
parents of children
attending the school as

district.

v Philip
|8 ! Power

ments. Write a letter to the principal.
or to this newspaper. Whatever —
just so Tong as you reglster your In-

‘put.
well-as-taxpayers-in-the———oNE-BIG-REASON-our-schools——

have fallen behind Is that we have
tolerated it.

lic Tong-stalled Tmpr thelr
tion and surrounding area would actually come
tobe. .

State Rep. Jan Dolan, R-Farmington Hills,
and a delegation of local business peaple met
with two key state officials — Pat Nowak, Mich-
igan Department of Transportation director, and
Commerce director Arthur Ellis — to discuss ef-

HE BRADY BILL, which would impose a
wailing period before allowing the pur-
chase of a handgun, can be supported
without dituting anyone’s Constitutional

right to own a firearm.

Given all the malarkey oozing out of Washing-
ton from politicians and Rifle A ia
tion lobbyists, it’s casy to see why there Is confu-
sion about the bill. As usual, though, the real an-
swer comes from sources closer to home — area
law enforcement agencies and gun store owners.

One Oakland County gun store owner said he,
and many of his competitors, support the Brady
Bill because they know the shopping habits of
their customers. Guns are not impulse purchases
for most people, even after Lhey have fulfilled
requirements with local police departments to
get a permit to purchase a handgun.

THE STORE OWNER said most people shop
around, understand the importance of making an
intelligent decision and are willing to listen to
reason when deciding on what kind of gun to pur-
chase. It's as though the Brady Bill already is in
effect, informally.

It's also important to note the Brady Bill does
not erase one’s right Lo purchase a handgun. The

watching you. He's snapping your pic-
ture as you speed along the freeway.
seewaThi% SUMmMer state troopers may test

BIG BROTHER is doing more than just

&

a new radar hat takes photés of speeders’ 1z -

cense plates. The pholos, along with warnlng let-
ters, will then be mailed to the offenders.

And digital speed signs will be placed along
freeways to remind drivers of how fast they're
going.

The idea, we suppose, is to send a-message to
motorists: We are watching you — stow down!

That message is valid enough. People drive too
fast on expressways. They barrel along at 75
mph and faster when the speed limit most places
in the Detroit area is 55.

BUT WE HAVE to wonder how effective this
high tech camera snooping will be. It'll be a no-
velty at first and a few drivers may even slow
dawn a bit, When speeders learn there's no punch
in the warnings, they'll step on it again, the pho-

Gun control?
Bill seems already in effect

Camera shoops
Photos no answer to speed

from-the-city—of-Novi-should-be-in

cluded in future discussions, Support in the form
of ideas and finances are necded from that city.

Novi, that residential hot spot, is one reason

Grand River/M-102 is so jammed. These days a

lot of people need to get from wherever to Novi

_— and Farmington Hills happens to be in the

way.

bill just delays the process for seven days, which,
according to the gun store owner, is about the
average amount of time il takes someone to
make a decislon anyway.

Law enforcement agencies aren't interested in
creating police states, either, Most police offi-
cers strongly support an individual's right to own
aweapon but rightly question anyone who main-
tains the purchase of a handgun is an emergency
and can't walt a few days.

As written, there’s nothing insidious about the
Brady BlIl. It can and should be supported as a
method of respensible firearm regulation,

This summer state troopers may .
test a8 new radar that takes
hotos of speeders’ fi

;Iafes.»

tos relegaled to the trash can.

And then, too, there is the Big Brother aspect
of the plan. We just naturally gel a little nervous
when we see the authorities taking massive num.
bers of pictures.

That raises the specter of authorities next
snapping your photo as you come out of an adult
book store, a political meeting, a church or a
voling booth. A little far-fetched? Well, maybe.

But we'd feel better if the police would stick to
good, solid police work — like stopping speeders
and wriling tickets on the scene — and forget the
photographic gimmickry.

Like @ corp 5 annual Feport
to sharcholders, with statlstical ta-
bles showlng annual results and
management's plans for the future,
these reports must contain sections
on current educatlonal performance
as well as a “school Improvement
plan.”

Elsewhere In today's newspaper
you will find information abeut
where and when the annual educa-
tion report will be presented for
your child's school. {Note these re-
ports are not for an entire distrlet;
they are specific to each individual
schoo) [n Michigan.)

THE NOTION of a serfes of annu-

al reports contalning statistical in-

dices of educational achlevement to-
gether with three- to five-year
schoal improvement plans is simple.
Setting out achlevements and plans
for future improvement in public is

a way 10 put the pressure on from |

the people that count: the parents of
chlldren attending the school as well
as taxpayers in the district,

It's a fine Idea, and 1 hope it
works. But It will work only if iwe

things happen:

First, school officials actually
must make an effort to get people to
the school improvement meetings.

Second, people’ actually must
come, ask questlons and get in-
volved.

A few school administraters al-
ready are nervous about thelr re-
ports. They'll try to keep them in the
dark unless you call up and demand
to know when and where they wlll be
presented. If you can’t find out or of-
fictals won't tell you, complain or
call this newspaper and ask us to
find out and run the story.

Other, more responsible school of-
ficlals are anxious to have maxl-
mum public Involvement because
they know that's the way to get the
support they nced. Some are schedu-
1lng their school improvement meet-
ings after schoot concerts or alter
ice cream socials. Others are send-
ing notices home to pareats with
school newsletters.

Once you {ind out where and when
your schoal’s meeting is, please at-
tend . Ask questions. Make com-

ployees who cannot write or spell or
do simple math. Then the businesses
haven't sereamed bloody murder to
the schools.

Parents have wondered why John-
ny can't read. Then the parents ha-
ven't raised holy hell with the school
‘board or. building princlpal. In some
communltles, it's even hard to per-
suade sensible and able people to run
for the school board.

‘That's terrible. In a democracy,
when people don't know, they don't
care. And when they don't care,
1hings go te pot.

The logic of public mcetings on
school achievement and plans for
progress Is (o provide a way for all
of us to get involved, to review
what’s going on and to make our
vicws known.

Only in this way will anything be
done about the crisis in our chil-
dren's schools,

Phil Pouter is chairman of the
company that owns this newspa-
per. His uward-winning column
will appear periodically

from our readers

A big thanks
for voting yes

To the edltor: -

An open letter to the voters of
Farmingten Hills:

On May 7 an averwhelming ma-
Jorlty of you said thank you In the
most flattering way — you voted to
renew our parks millage for eight
years.

We belicve your support recog-
nized the mechanism of public com-
ment and feedback as a method of
developing and implementing a com-
prehensive parks program for the
resident s of Farmington Hills.

. Additionally, it acknowledged that
the task is far from over, Much more
can and will be done to address the

1 needs of our y
and contribute to the quality of life
in Farmington Hills. !

The parks and recrcation commis-
sion, with your input and’ the gul-
dance of city councll, is committed
to fulfililng the expectatlons you en-
dorsed on May, 7.

* Our thanks to you gb  much far-
ther than the words and feelings of
this letter but will be demonstrated
by actlon and results over the next
cight years as we do the following:

® Acquire more land for youth
sports and family recreation.

® Expand facilitics for the senior .

citlzens and culturalists in Farming-

e - DlagEYURY

Judith Doner Berne s
Dick Isham goeneral matiaget

Steve Barnaby managing cdnor
HISIANt Mangng editarn

ton llills.
® Begin a bike route sysjem with-
in Farmington Hitls.

« Continue to cooperatively up-
grade school sites for youth baseball
and soceer.

® Begin a careful development of
the Peltz/MDOT property.

Again, thanks for your support,
and we hope for your continued in-
terest.

Dennis Flizgerald,
chalrman,

Parks and Recreatlon Commlsslon

Columnist
is off base

To the editor:

It's common misconception, but
auto columnist Dan McCosh is dead
wrong when he writes In your May
16 issue that fleet sales by auto man-
ufacturers bypass the dealers and
deny them any profits on such busi-

ness. .
Under the laws of mast states and

TFAGITEs Or AT TS ntomakers
and kmportérs, sales to fleet buyers

are processed through franchlsed
dealers.

This assures the states of their
sales tax revenues but also prevents
manufacturers from undermining
the franchise system by making
“{actory sales” direct.

As for dealer markups on fleet
sales, they are paid in varying
amounts as with sales made to indi-
vidual buyers. Fleet sales -profits,
however, are generally lower than
those on individual sales.

McCosh's columns are cnjoyed by
most of us in the Detroit auto writer
communily. But in this case, his the-
sis is off the mark.

Maynard M. Gordon,
Detroit burcau chief,
Auto Age Magualne

Opinions are
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are best
when shared with others,

That's why the Fanmington
Obsserver encourages its read-
ers to share their views with
othets in the From Out Read-
ers colurmn.

Submiting a letler to the ed-
itor for publication is‘easy. Let-
ters should be typewsitten or
prinfed fegibly and kept to 300
words. Lelters must be signed
and include the address of the
sender.

Letters should be mailed to:
the edior, The Farmington
Observer, 21898 Farmington
Road. Farmington 48336.

& Eccentric Ncwspapns
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‘Busincsscs have accepied new om-



