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An enchanted

“South Pacific” will be at the
Birmingham Theatre through
June 16. Performances are at 8

Mazzieis a pert,
ant Nellie and

p.m. Tuesday, W hurs-
day, Friday and Saturday, with
matinees at 2 pm. Wednesday
and Sunday, and a 7 pan. pefor-
mance Surday evening. Tickets
ace $17.50 to $29.50, depending on
the performance. For tickets, call

From the opening strains of “Ball
Ha'i" in the overture, "South Pacil-
Ic* at the Birmlngham Theatre pro-
vides an énchanted evenlng of musi-
cal pleasure.

They literally do not write them
Iike this anymore, with nearly every
one of the show's 15 songs instantly
tummablc and sounding as fresh as
when the Rodgers and Hammerstein
Pulitzer Prize-winning musical first
opened in 1949.

‘As (requently happens at the Bir-
mingham Theatre, some of the best
productlons feature playcrs who are
not “name” attractions — but de-
serve to be. The current show has
aitstanding vocalists in both lead
and supperting roles, plus a.very
spirited, harmanious male chorus.

“Set on two South Paciflc islands
during World War I, the musical
{follows the romantic camplications

performs fine
renditions of
‘Cockeyed Optimist,’
‘'m Gonna Wash That
Man Right Outia My
Hair,’ ‘'m in Love with
a Wonderful Guy’ and
‘Honey Bun.”

of two very diverse couple brought
together by the war.

ENSIGN NELLIE Farbush (Marin
Mazzie) is a paive young Navy nurse
who falls in love with Emile De-
Becque (Ken Parks), a sophisticated,
mliddle-aged French plantation
owner and the father of two Polync-
stan chlldren, Lt. Joseph Cable
(James Weatherstone) is a young
marine who falls for the beautiful
Polyneslan girl Llat (Leila Florenti-
no). Back In 1949 “South Pacific”
broke new ground In dealing with in-
terraclal love.

Mazzle s a port, exuberant Nellie:

and performs [line renditions of
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GAIL & RICE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS A
S

ideal for weddi

S, private parties, country club:

.

evening at ‘South Pacific’

<Z . Michals

‘'Barbara

“Cockeyed Optimist,” “I'm Gonna
Wash That ‘Man™ Right Quta My
Halr,” “I'm in Love with a Wonder-
ful Guy,” and “Heney Bun.” )

Parks has an rich,

“Ball H'ai" and “Happy Talk™ are
enormously pleasing.

‘Her Causasian counterpart, Ste-
phen Berger, Is delightfully funny as

deep voice that makes “Some En-
chanted Evening” and “This Nearly
Was Mine” thrilling to hear, He is
also handsome and charming enough
to make Nellle’s altraction to him
believable, which is often not the

the Irrepi Luther Billis, entre-
peneur and con man. His “Honey
Bun” in grass skirt and coconut-sheil
bra is visually hllarious, and he leads
a rousing rendition of “There Is
Nothing Like 2 Dame.”

case with actors cast as Ds

Weatherstone is likcable and con-
vinclng as Cable and sounds good In
“Younger Than Springtime” and
“You've Got To Be' Carefully
Taught,” the latter a powerful at-
tack on irrational prejudices.

AS BLOODY Mary, the enterprls-
Ing islander who peddles trinkets to
the sailors and her daughter to Lt.
Cable, Ann Harada ls effectively
tough and clever, but too attractive
{or the harpy she is meant to be., Her

366 Grand River

hlucks west ol
Teleyrapht
“Margaritas

. 3
youngsters Sarah Evalt and Christo-"

Special oes to local
pher Mythky who portray the Po-
Iyneslan chlldren and sing a very
charming and polished “Dites-Mol
Pourguoi™ in French,

Director Peter Lawrence has done
an excellent job of assembling a to-
tally first-rate production. The cho-
reography here isn't much, and ef-
fectlve lighting helps compensate
{or the very simple sets. But In this
show the songs are foremost, and
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Birmingham Theatre.

Marin Mazzie is Navy nurse Nellie Forbush and Ken Parks is
Emile DeBecque, the French planter, in “South Pacific” at the

Bart Michals. teaches high

they are pr
Two nice additlonal touches arc

the newsreel footage that seis the
opening and the alrplanc headlights
that rise dramatically to simulate
take-off.

schoal English in Southfield. A
theater critic for the last 16 years,
she is an inveterate play-goer
who regularly catches up on all -
the New York productions.
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“Three Ways Homo™
...powoerful theatre .
that demolishes stereotypes.”

FOR TICHETS AND INFORMATION.
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TICKET PRICES

lebrate the 10th Anniversary of

Detroit's mosi exciting entertainment,

prices have been reduced!
Also this year, one-

. day grandstand tickets
are available. " .
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“FRIDAY IS HUDSON'S FREE-PRIX DAY
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CHARLEY’'S CRAB
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MEMORIAL DAY
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