Activist: ‘Hurtful things’ triggerEngler recall

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

Efforts to oust Michigan’s gover-
nor will succeed -- where others
have falled — because the actians of
John M. Engler have hurt more peo-
ple, according to organizers of the
recall initlated this week in Oakland
and other Mlchigan countles.

“He (Engler} has done hurtful
things,” sald Reglna McNulty of Oak
Park, referring to budget cuts enact-
cd by the governor — or attributed
to him by Democrats,

McNulty, 67, a retired court clerk,
said she Is not persenally affectled by
the cuts because she Is not recelving
welfare or other state benefita.

But she Is angry at Engler and
supports the recall — {o the point of
serving as the south Gakland County
coordinator — because she knows
how people will be hurt by those

cuts.

“People wilt go hungry,” she said.
“People will be homeless. People
will get less health care. How does
that help the state?”

MAGGIE TYSON, a Bloomficld
Township resident who.is a volun-
teer in the Weltare Rights Organlza-
tion, sald she Is active in the recall
effort because cuts in welfare maln-
Iy affect children.

“When you talk about welfare, you
talk about children,” she said. “Two-

thirds of welfare pl

Hills b Willlam Headlee

are
youngsters.

*“It seems like Engler just sits In
the caplwl Lhinking of ways to hurt
people,” she sald. "Mlchigan's wel-
fare beneflts were inadequate to be-
gin with, . . to cut them further is
unconscionable.” X

McNulty, Tyson and other Oak-
land County residents were al Lhe
Michlgan Employment Securily off-
ice In Pontiac Monday, along with
Jackie Shrader the rural housewife
who kicked off the recall effort:

Shrader and recall advocates had
similar rallies at MESC offlees fn
Livonla, Detroit and five other citles
across the state. One recall propo-
nent sald people in those offices, pre-
sumably Lthe uncmp]ny(’d “streamed
out Lo sign the petitions.”

NO RECALL effort against a
Michigan governor — Including the
1983 campaign against Democrat
James Blanchard — has ever been
successful.

— were unable to gather the 191,000
valid signatures needed to put that
proposal on the ballot.

Getting enough signatures (o re-
call Engler is an uphill task, ac-
knowledged McNulty. But not impos-
sible.

“We need about 7,500 signatures a
day,” she said. “Bul we have an ally
Engler hlmse). He's united

us.’
McNuity sald within 24 hours of

the recall's kickolf she recelved a re-
quest for coples of the petltion from
a senlor cltizen complex in Hazel
Park. She didn't want to idenlily the
complex, she sald, because its resi-
dents might suffer reprisals.

“But this (the recall) is just bqln-
ning,” she said.

Whiie she claims the recall Is non-
partisan, McNulty said her politlcal
leanings are dctivist and liberal.

In 1974 she ‘was a candidate for
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leutenant governor on the Human
Rights ticket. Her running mate was
Zolton Ferency,

Carolyn Peyser, a nurse from Blr-
mingham, also believes the recall ef-
fort will be successful.

“I'm aware of whal those budget
cuts can do,” said Peyser, who works
at the Qakland County Medlcal Care
Facility, a county-operated facility
with about 175 patlents, many of
whom need specialized care.

ABOUT 80 percent of uﬁ‘
tlents of those palients are on Medic-
ald, Peyser. “The cuts (which face -
legal challenges) could mean that'
many of them will have to leave af-
ter J0 or 15 years.” -

Peyser was an unsuccessful candi-
date for Oakland County- Commis-
sioner tast {all. She ran as a Demo-
crat against lncumbent Republican
Donald W. Jensen, also of Binming-
ham.

Dems, GOP disagree over recall

By Pat Murphy
staff writar

Organtzers of the recall lo oust
Gov. John Engler Insist their efforts
are nonpartisan . & nonpolitical
groundswell.

retary of the state GOP said In a
stnlemcnl issued Tuesday.
. but rather a partisan
by

ers (o use rings into the B-ut L:m:ing
home of Bob Alexander, first vice
chalrm:m ol the' Ingham Counly

and professional soclal - scrvlce bu-
reaucrats,” Bryan Flood sald In a
statement sent to numerous newspa-

Part of the reason is the Ing-
1y Impossible number of signatures
needed to put a recall on the ballot.
State law requlres a number cqual to
25 percent of the votes cast for gov-
ernor kn the last electlon.

For Shrader’s group, that means
garnering 641,141 signatures within
90 days.

Backers of the Headlee Tax Cut
Petition — named after Farmington
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however,
that clalm and offer a newspaper ar-
Ucle as proof.
The recall effort against Republi-
can Engler is nol a nonpartisan,
grass-roots movement, the press sec-

Annnual

persand stations.
Flood also faxed copics of a story
that appeared in The (Lansing) State
Journal. Among other things, that
story reports the toll-free number
recall proponents are urging follow-

Party.

The article said ' Alexander ac-
knowledged Installing the toll-free
line, but denied being “an insider” in
Democratic circles. He put the En-
gler recalt phone in his home be-
cause "no one else was insane
enough.”

HE

REPORTEDLY received
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“hundreds of calls,” the story re-
ports.

A representative of Ingham Coun-
ty Democratx is 2150 quoted in the
story, insisting that Alexander is act-
ing on his awn and not as a repre-
sentative of the party.

Donald Tucker, chairman of the
Oakland County Democratic Party,
insists that claims of Democratic in-
volvement in the Engler recall are
“poppycock and {oldarol .*
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