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Lawmakers jockeying on tax base sharing

By Tim Richard
statf writer

Suburban school dlstricts tn 1993
would get back $72 milllon in cate-
gorlcal ald that the state took away
last year — for a price.

The price would be property tax
base sharing, under-an nld Hill dn(t~
ed by the Senate Appropriations sub-
comittee on school ald.

"ll would mainly affect dls(rlcu

zoned

dlstrict choice within a county.

@ $300,000 for 12 pilot programs
for 200-day school years. Current~
state law requires at least 160 days
of school, and most distriets provide
only the minimum,

@ No cap on state Secial Security
payments for teachers — another
pet topie among suburban districts.

DeGrow sald his panel would act
on the mcasure, House Bl 4572,
next Tuesday, unding it to the full

uld Rick

Appr for ac-

agent for Oakland Intermediate
School District.
Slmorison Identifled Oxford and

tion Wednesd . the
Houu was (0 vole on Its versionthls
week.

Gov. Engler recommended $3.55

‘Our purpose ig not for us as
individuals. We'll be graduating. We
won’t be hurt. We want to help our
younger brothers and sisters and
students in other districts. We've had
11years of plary education.’

— Katie Weaver
Birmingham Seaholm sophomore *

rent year's $3.4 biltlon. The House  The Senate version asks $3.56 billien,

MATT McASKIN, a Birmingham
Sezholm High sludent, said students
there took up the school money issue
after Gov. Engler spoke to them
May 8.

“'We collected 1,500 petitlon signa-
tures,” he sald. The petition supports
equity between schoo! districts but
says quality necd not be sacrificed in
one district to improve others.

Notlng some distrlcts have as lit-
\le as $2,500 per student while Bir-
mingham has $7.500 and Southficid
$8,000, he sald his group “wants
them to meet at the top, not in the
middle.”

Katie Weaver, “is not for us as indi-
viduals. We'll be graduating. ‘We
won't be hurt. We want (o help our’
younger brothers and sisters and stu-
dents In other districts. We’ve had 11
years of exemplary eduction,”

The student group Is called AP-
PLE — for Advocates of Posllive
Palicies for Legislative Education.

John Hoefler, Blrmingham's in-
coming superintendent who accom-
panied the group, said the 1991 “re-
capture” provision will cost hls dis-
trict 30 positlons. B

Students were disappolated me
Senate subcommittee session was 50

brief and that no testimony was tak-

Novl as the two Oakland districts added 10th grader. en.

most likely to be affected by the tax
base sharing plan.

Intently watching Tuesday's 15-
minute meeting was a group of Bir-
mingham high scheol students study-
ing fundlng equity for Michigan
schools,

billion, up 4.7 percent over the cur-  panel ralsed the ante to $3.6 billion,  up 5 percent overthe current year. “Qur purpose.”

TAX BASE sharing is the pet
project of Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port
Huron, chalr of the Senate pane! on
schoo! funding.

Under i, half of all growth In
commerelal and industrial property
would be collected in common and
distributed to all districts on a per-
puph] basis.

Option I calls for statewide shar-
ing. Optlon IT calls for mulli-county
regions,

Under Optlon {I, %Wayne, WnshA
tenaw and 11 southernmost coun!
would be a reglon. Oakland, lelnu-
ton and the middle 23 countles north
to Clare would be a second region. A
third region would be the Thumb, the
northern Jower peninsula and the vp-
per pentnsula.

Business tax base sharlng would
have lttle effcct on largely residen-
tial districts like Bloomlleld Hills or
bullt-up  districts like Southfield,
South Redford and Livonla.

In return, out-of-formula districts,
which get no general state ald, would
see (he return of $72 million in cate-
gorical ald — for special education,
bltlngual teaching, health and other
specific programs, That moncy was
“recaptured” — legislalive jargen
for taken away ~ In the 1991 school

tricts are st

Because Some Things
‘Will Stand !
The Test Of Time

In the state Court of Appeals,

DeGROW PLACED money, for
several other favorite projects of his
and Gov. John Engler's in the $3.5
blilion budget bllk:

@ $1 mlliion for transportation
far schools of choice programs. The
plan would ailow parents Lo enroll
their children: In any available
school. Part of the money would be
for-indistrict-eholce; part-forcross-

Voc-tech
set for
review

Two key Democrats In Lansing
will lead a “Speaker’s Blue Ribbon
Commission on Career/Technical
Education.”

" House Speaker Lewis Dodak of

. Birch Run and Education Commitice
chalr Wiliam Keith of Garden Clty
want the 12-member panel to evalu-
ate vocatlonal programs so that high
schoa) graduates have job skills.

“It is vital,” sald Keith, “that edu-
cators work closcly with business
and labor intcrests ta identify the
kind of career and technleal tralning
that will be needed.”

Named to the panel was Philip
Power, chair of Suburban Cemmuni- s
cations Corp., parent of Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers and a Univer-
sity of Michigan regent.
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KEITH, A former member of the
Garden City school board, sald the
pancl will:

® Analyze the effectiveness of
present voc-tech programs.

® Recommend expansion and im-
provement of vocatlonal pregrams
for non-coltege bound students.

® Examlne business' role in help.
Ing schools restructure exlsting pro-
grams to meet the needs of business.

® Recommend ways to help stu:
dents make a “seamless transition™
from school the the workforce.

“1¢ Is clear many students gradu-
ating from high school do nat possess
the skiils they will need in the work-
places of the "90s,” sald Dodak.
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