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Lifelong
resident
of Hills,
79, dies.

By Bob Skiar
staff writer -~

Clyde ' J. Grabam, a lifelong
Farmington Hllls resident who was
complling his thoughts in hopes of
writiog & book about the history of|
the once-bustling village of North
Farmington, died Sunday alter be-|
coming ili atchurch. -

The long-Ume farmer, who later|
worked In heating and coallng|
maintenance, was 79,

Botsford General Hospital in;
Farmington Hills -after belng|
stricken during services at Orchard
Unlted Methodist Church, across
the street from his famlly home-|
stead, a familiar white farmhouse

- Graham dled Sunday mur‘nlnz at .

N Road;southof 14
Mile. .
Graham, who saw. suburbla

sprout’ where farms once - stood,
hoped to. write a book about the|
crossroads villige of North Farm-
ington, centered at 14 Mile and|
Farmington' Roéad, ' by 'tapping|
memories of his boyhood there. -

“His culture -was based on the|
ground,. the land, the soli and na-
“ture; He waga-gentle; Niving; loving|
reminder of where we ail came
from — and he'll be sorely, sorely|
missed,” the Rev. Paul F. Blom:
qulst said Monday.

GRAILAM WAS a charter mem-|
ber of Orchard United Methodlst
Chureh. The Graham family origi
nally owned the land where (he
chureh now 1s.

{riendly people In the church, be-|
loved by young and old alike,”
Blomquist said. It didn’t matter
who the pastor was, what new fam-
illes had come. Everybody be-
longed. He was nlways supportive
of the church.”

Graham had a speclal way of re-
lating to klds. “He was a great
grandfather and father flgure of
the church,” Blomquist sald. “His
e ended right where he would
have chosen It te —~ at church.”

In February, Graham told the|
Observer he hoped his book would
offer detalls about life on the farm,|
tales of the old Nichols School and.
insights Into gencrations of North
Farmington {famltles buricd in hls-
tortc North Farmington Cemetery.

Clyde was the son of Myrtle and
John Graham. His grandparents,
Irlsh immigrants John and Ellen
Graham, seitled in Farmington
Townshlp in the 1860s. The family
{farm, today one acre, once spanned
377 acres.

IN 1850, the village of North
Farmington boasied a post office, a
blacksmith shop, general stores, 10
homes and a cheese factory. It was'
a collecting peint for milk from
nearby farms.

Rural {ree dellvery doomed the
post office. Better transportation
killed local commerce. By 1930,
the village was a ghost town — un-
til new development came in (he
1960s. Graham, desplte {ond mem-
ories of simpler times, accepted
the change and ! new-

“He was one of the genulnely|
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A prom for seniors

The prom scene isn'l just for high School
students anymore. The Greenery (formerly

Oak Hill

Home) in Far
its second annual prom for seniors recently,
und Richard and Anna Plsarski (above in

held

SHARON LaWIEUX/staft photographor

prom regalia) were king and queen. They
also were celebrating thelr 40th wedding an-
niversary. About 100 people attended the
event, which featured dancing to live music.,

City to drain.
Green Hills
street ‘lake’

Soley safd. “I don’t know {f it’s justa
low spot. If we wash our car or wi
ter the grass or !f it rains, it just col-
lects. All I want is a drain put i

And a draln is what the nelghbors
wlll get within two or three weeks,
nccording to Dan Rooney, Parming-
ton Hills public works supervisor. -

“We're as anxious as anyone to re-
solve the problem. We bave been
aware of the situation for some
time,” Rooney said. "I don't want to
be confrontational but 1 take ex
tlon to the comments that we haven't
responded.”

But residents recount many inel-
dents involving the standing water,
such as when, last year, a car travel-
ing into the cul-de-sac hit the rutted
jce and landed in Soley's front yard.

“In winter It’s ankle-deep. It freezes

—THE-NEIGHDORS —jokes—abour—over-and-we-get tire ruta. It’s baze

their “lake" don't mask their frus. ardous,” Soley sald. .

tration over the water that freezes In Soley's next-door nefghbor, Anita

the winter and makes Iife on the cul-  Sanford, told of a little girl who fell

de-sac difficult and dangerous. off her blke while riding through the

The nelghbors are equally an- puddle that gathers predominately

noyed because they feel city staff  in front of Lhe Soley home. “She was

have long ignored their problem and ~ soaked,” Sanford sald.

their complaints. Jordan tells of kids with their two-

“We leave our phone numbers. We  wheel bikes who like riding through
leave our names. They never call us

—back.—And- I'm - home - every--day,”

By Joanne Maliszewaki
staff writer

. Lakefront property in Farmington
Hills?

“This Is my Soley Lake,” said
Mary Soley, who lives on Crescent
* Court in the Green HHlls subdivision,
south of Nine Mile between Gill and
Halsted.

Soley and her nelghbars who live
on the cul-de-sac say they live with
what they call a take in front of thelr
houses nine months a year. Actually,
1t’s a large puddle that doesn’t often
goaway,

“Lake Crescent Court,” neighbor
Jill Jordan calls the water in the cul-
de-sac. “We make jokes about it

now."

Please turn 1o Page 4

Hills warns stores
of upcoming ‘sting’

letter, which will be sent certifled
mail, will put llcensces on potice
that action will be taken against any
violators nabbed In the undercover
crackdows.

"1 cannot accept aby excuses at
this point in time,” councilman Ter~
ry Sever. “I'm hoping success will
show we have absolutely no viola-
tions this time.”

In this first planned effort of the
year, the crackdown will be almed
at the city's 35 off-premise liquor

By Joanne Mallszowski
stalf writor

Farmington Hills package liguor
dealers and stores licensed to sell
beer and wine will get two letters to
accompany high school prom and
graduation season.

‘The first will be from pollee Chlef
William Dwyer forewamning liquor
llcensees that the department’s ninth
undercover liquor law enforcement
operation will be soon

The secong Jetter will be from the
Farmington Hills City Council. The

Pleass turn to Page 2

Hills council stalls
on skateboard law

By Suman Buck
staft wrlter

The Farmioglon City Council is
stalled in drafting a skateboarding
ordinance.

“There did not seem to be a con-
sensus to go forward with it.” said
City Manager Robert Deadman after
a recent council meetlng.

At a previous council meeting, the
council asked that a proposed ordi-
nance be drafted which would re-
striet the use of skatcboards and
roller skates from eerialn sidewalks,

“We have received some more

out ders

comlug onto private property,” said

Frank Lauhoff, Farmington public
salety director.

Only bicycles are addressed in the
traffic code, so the only thing police
can do with skateboard or roller
skating problems now is to issue a
trespassing ticket.

The skateboarding issue was
brought 10 the city’s attentlon by res-
ident Debbie Cornwell, president of
the Longacre Elementary PTA, who
sald she and other parents have no-

parking lots and other
arcas within the lty.

Ploaso turn to Pago 6

Cyclist dies
in accident

A 43-year-old Farmington Hllla
man died after he was struck by a
pickup truck Tuesday night as he bi-
cycled on Freedom Read, according
1o Farmington Hills police.

Darryl W. Busser was removed
from lifc support systems at Bots-
ford General Hospital, Farmington
Hills, at 11 a.m. Wednesday, said of-
ficer Skip Crump of the pollce de-
partment’s trafflc section. |

Busser, who was wearing a protec-
tive helmet, was “bicycling west-
bound on Freedom, west of G,
when he was struck from behind by 2
pickup truck at about 6:36 p.m. “He
was knocked off his bicycle and onto
the shoulder of the road,” Crump

comers to the area,
At 79, Graham was stHl actlve.

bowling and golfing.

‘In additlon to hls wife, Beth, of
52 years, Graham Is survived by
twe daughters, Susan Burgoyne|
and Pamcla Cardlnal; two sisters,
Wilma Songer and Thelma Miller;
and four grandchildren. A third
daughter, Linda Doran, died last
year,

The body wlil lie in state 10-11
agm. Wednesday, May 29, at Orc-
hard Unlied Methodist Church,
30430 Farmington Road. Setvices)

the Rev, Paul F. Blomqulst offlcl-|
ating.

Visitatlon will be 1-5 and 7-2
p.m. Tuesday, May 28, at the Hee-
ney-Sundquist Fuoeral Home,
23720 Farmington Road In Farm-

will be at 11 a.m. Wednesdny, with] ©

He particularly enjoyed gardening,|
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Busser sulfered head. Injuries and
was “transported by Community
Emergency Medica Services ambu-
iance 1o Botsford.

I .. Charges .have. nol.been . filed
against the driver of the -plckup,
pending investigatlon, potice said.
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Call tinbay and place yonus three-hne This stiii-lite painting — “A Study in Gold and Lace" by North Farmington honor
privaie farty davahed ad far only F 's Donna Yogelheim — will be shown In muse- roll, 8B-98 :
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