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Bill would permit checks for sex offenses

By Pat Murphy Michael J. R-Birming-
. slattwriter hom, 3ald they would co-spansor the
. before ad-

The Oakland County Prosecutor
" wants schools, citics and other agen.
* cles working with children to be able
to check on the sexual mhconduct -
if any —of prosp:

Journ for the summer.

Honigman, who attended the press
conference, sald the blll Is necessary
to protect chlldren “who are most

or volunleers.

Richard Thompson wants to
change existing law to enable organ-
jzations involved in the care and cus.
—tody.of children to have access to ex. !
- Isting background records.

Exlsiing law enables pollee "to
compile such records, Thompson
sald. But it specliically blocks re-
‘lease of such Information to citics,
schools, day care centers and other
agencles.

Having such Information on pro-

{lve employees and volunteers
would enable parks and recreation
departments, as well' as agencies
1xe the Boy Scouts of America, to
screen out people who have records
of sexual misconduct.

The tnformation would remaln
private, Thompson sald. But agen-
cles would be able to act on it, pre-
sumably to reject job applicants or
volunteers with sex offenses in their
background.

Thompson held a press conference
Thursday to taik aboul the back-
ground checks and the leglslative
changes needed Lo make them avail-
able In Michigan.

STATE SEN. David M. Honigman,
R-West Bloomlicld, and State Rep.

when by their
parents to the care and control of an-
other adult authority figure such as
teacher, coach or cub scout Jeader.”
Henlgman sald organizations like
the American Civil Liberties Union
" might object (o the Iegislation as an
Invasion of privacy. “But the right to
privacy has to be welghed against
yrod(ccllng the child from harm,” he
said.

who had a

Child molesters gravitate toward little
leagues, scout groups, church
organizations and other organizations
that normally attract children, often
‘wearing suits and appearing normal
and intelligent.” —Jerry J. Tobias
psychologistand-former police-official

steps to ensure that the
child is not belng placed with one al-
ready known by law enforcement to
be a molester or fclon.” -

. ALSO ATTENDING the press con-
ference and endorsing the proposed
law change were Jerry J. Toblas, a
Bloomfield Township trustce, and
Davld Sanger, district chalr of the
North Trails District of the Detroit
Area Counci! of the Boy Scouts of
Amerlea.

i e—recommended-this—{the-law_that normall,

change) 15 years ago,” sald Tobias, a
psychologist and the former chief of

pollce in. the Village of Franklln.
“But pothlng ever came of it."

mid 1970s. Four youngsters were ab-
ducted and killed. Authorities were

never able 1o solve the murders, al
though they believe the killer is
dead. .
Child molesters gravitate toward- '
little leagues, scout groups, church. -
organizations and other agenciel

Y-
as said, often “wearing sults and ap-” -
pearing normal and intelllgent.”

 include children, Tobl: *

Stoller, a Southfield resident, was a
coach in the Garden City youth Ath-

link to the news conference, said the
legislation will glve some peacc of
mind to parents who presently en-
trust their youngsters to day care
centers or little league coaches.

The lawmakers sald the law could
be enacted yet this year, pulting
Michigan on a par with California,
Alabama and other states that cur-
rently have such legisiation.

IF MICHIGAN had such leglsla-
tion earlier, the prosccuter said, offi-
cials might have been forwarned
about James Stoller and thus able to
keep him away from (ke youngsters
he is now accused of molesting.

He was referring to James Wil
fiam Stolfer, more commonly known

as "Bil),"” wheo is charged with more |

than 30 counts of criminal sexual
conduct and providing pornography.

tetie when the alleged
tncidents occurred Involving boys
between the ages of 10 and 13,

Stoller had been arrested on previ-
ous sex-related charges In DeWitt
{near Lansing) and in Arizona —
something the prosecutor sald offi-
clals would have been able to detect
had the proposed law been in effect.

Recards of Stoller's arrests for
child molesting are a matter of pub-
lic record, Thompson said. But peo-
pte — like Garden City little league
officlals wouldn't necessarily
know where to look.

Under  the

law proposed by _

n, police could cheek on an . S

Thempsol
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their findings with ofilcials frem any
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“At a time more families have
both parents working outslde the
home — requiring at least elght
bours of child care by strangers -~
we owe It to parents and their chil-
dren to. provide a safety net,”
Thompson said. “We should take all
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