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Social securlty may go to deceased’s former spouse

Q. My busband and T were di.
vorced several years ago, He hos
* since died. Is there any way I can

colleet bis Social Security benefits? ~

A. A dlvorced spouse can recelve
the identlcal benefits as one who was
still married at the Ume of the
spouse’s death, if the marriage last-

- od at least 10 years and if you dld
not remarry before age 60.

You can stili collect those benelits
at age 85 and partlal bepefits as ear-
1y as age 0. For an estimate of your
benelits, call your tocal Social Secur-
Ity offlee or the Soctal Securlty Ad-
ministratlon tohl-free number, 1-800-
234-5772.

1f your ex-spouse Is still living and
you're both at least age 62, you are
also entitled to benefits,

Q. We are looklng to move to a re-
tirement community In  Arizona.

Several of the I bave

received say that they are cougre-
gate housing. What exactly does that
meaa?

A. Congregate housing is a rela-
tively new development in senior liv-
ing. What It means is that you would
have your own living quarters, with
a Kitchen for Uight meals and soacks,
but that you would probably have
your maln meals In a centrsl dlning
room with the other residents.

Housekeeping, maintenance, so-
cial activities and transporiation are
usually available.. A varlety of ac-
commodations may be offered at a
varlety of prices.

Most cangregate housing facillties
also have a prolessional staff, such
as soclal workers or counselors, to
plan aclivitles and help with any ad-
ditjonal requests. Some have regu-
larly scheduled visiting physicians

Oakland LWYV elects officers

Officers have been elected for the
first time to serve the new League of
Women Voters of Oakland Area, the
result of a merger between seven lo-
cal chaplers, Including Birming-
ham/Bloomficld, West Bloomfield/
Farmington, Southfleld/Lathrup V(1-
lagc/Onk Park :md Wesl Oakland.

cilla Chaver, Pan Godchaux and
Barabara Marx, all of Birmlngham,
and Wendy Wilder of Southfield.

Loca) units within the new organi-
zation will supply local election in-
formatlon to individual communltles
and address arca issues of concern,
a tradition founded in

lhe llrxl clected preshicnt of lhc
group. Janlce Pestow of Birming-
ham is secretary and Shelley Paros
of West Bloomfield Is first vice pres-
ident. Board directors include Pris-

1920 by the League of the Women
Voters of the United States.

Leaguc membershlp is open to any
person of votlng age. For mere in-
formation, call 625-8648.

Renee
Mahler

‘on aging

or nurses and/or a zo-hour medlcal
alert system.

As when contemplating any type
of move, Lhe best thing to do would
be to vislt the facilities you think
would be best sulted to your needs.
Talk with the people who already
live in the bulldings and talk with the
management.

The most important question is In
regard to the cost. What dao the units
cost per month and what extra
charges are there, tf any? Can you

[ Anderen)

———=8 QUALITY WINDOW CENTER

24021 Ann Arbor Te
Dearvorn Heghts, Wi
(313) 274-a144

pay for only those services you need
or Is the fee all inclusive?

Find out what services and activl-
tes are offered. How many meah
are pravided? Can ar

tions on vlsiwrs or overnight guests?
Is parking available?

‘The more Iinformation you have,
the better equipped you are to make
a good declsion. For your own pro-
tectlon it would be advisable to con-
sult with an attarney before slgning
any type of contract.

Q. T have Medlcare bot recently I
have been approached to buy addi-
tlonal private health insarance, Do 1
really need thls extra expense?

A. Not everyone needs addltlonal

made for special dlets If needed? I:
there someone in the building 24
hours a day In case of an emergen-
cy? What happens if you become ill
— must you move out?

Are carpeling, drapes or any other
furnishlngs provided, or can you
bring your own? Are there restric-
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health 1f they have Medi-
care. 1f you participate in a health
‘maintenance organization or com-

petitive medical plan that has a coo-
tract, you mlybotnecdlmre
supplemental policy. B

Low-Income individuals vbc u-e
eligible for Medicald do not, Lo gen-
cral, need additional Insurance.
Those eligible for Medicaid qualify
for certain health benefits that Medi-
care does not even cover.

If you are unsure about buylng ad-
ditionzl health lnsurance, you
discuss the matler with someone
who fully understands Losurance and
your financial situation. Should you
decide on additional insurance, the
best time to buy it ls before you
reach age €5.

“The Christening” keepsake plate

by Abbic Williams

A beanttul postrot of inneicene and faith,
Goeaied by noted children’s anne Abbie
23 Williams A loveds memento for parents or

Lpedparenss 1t sure 1o be treasured by
the child . Lates eans. since it may be
personatized on he back with s or her
name and details of the chsiscenng
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BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME whue vou

REDUCE HEAT GAIN TO SAVE ENERGY & COOLING COSTS

CUSTOM STYLLS
AND COLORS

DECORATOR FABRICS

CALL NOW FOR

v« Delivery Available * ereceed : .
a7 v s, m Available every Thursday at the following
155'5'-‘"*'“"' : DAMMAN HARDWARE STORE locations:
ErEEr AN 1SS ol Bloomflel Bochester
AT Bloomfield Shopping Plaza  Campus Corners Meadowbrook
34769 GRAND RIVER + FARMINGTON Maple at Telegraph Rd. Shopping Center Shopping Center
K HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs,, Sal. ~ 10 AM - 6 PM Livernois at Waton Rd. Rochester Rd. at
L Fti. 10 AM - 9 PM — Sun. 12 -4 PM 4 \_ or cail 882-6500 for mall dollvery Long Lake Ad.

FREE ESTIMATE

PERMANIZED WITH VINYL AND SILICONE

¢ HELPS PREVENT SUN FADE ON' DRAPES

894-4400

Designed for all Weather

Semang Detran &
Subutbs Since 1926

~ We're new in town.
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