STREET CRACKS

Janine Gardner: If this is Mo

By Lavy 0*Conror
atatf writer

Her dog looks llke Toto, her 1984
Mazda serves as her pair of ruby
slippers. She even experienced her
first tornado In Texas recently, -

But unltke Dorothy in “The Wizard
of 0%, comedlan Janine Gardner is
apparently In no hurry to get home.

That's at least judging by
Gardner's frantle schedule, which In-
cludes performing 48 weeks out of
the year on the road. Gardner and
her dog, Kiwl, tool around the coun-
try in ber Mazda RX 7 that has
243,000 mlles on its englne.

“I wrote them (Mozda) a letter
telling them I've encircled the globe
at least eight Umes In my Mazda,™
sald Gardner, who performs
Wednesday through Salurday at
Joey's In Livonla,

“I keep writing them. 1 would like
them to glve me another car to test
drive. At least they could have done
is scnd me a fller for a free lube
Job.”

Such a nomadle exlstence s dom-
monplace in the world of comedy.
Whereas many comedlans bemoan
belng on the road, Gardner appears
to retlsh a life of hotels, fast food
and rest stops, .

GARDNER DESCRIBES herself
“poor a3 a church mouse.” Any mon-
ey made from comedy club engage-
ments is often eaten up in expenses,
she sald.

cliched images of a woman and her
dog facing a cold, cruel world alone.
Really, Gardner's comedic adven-
Tlure perhaps allacks d SExist stereo-
type that views women as being too

naive for such endeavors,

“Men have been doing it for years,
There's a lot of benefits. I don't have
to make a bed cvery day. 1 don't
have Lo do dishes all the time . , .
and 1 get to see the country.

“If 1 want o see someone who

“lives four hours away, I just get in

my car and go. My sister packs a
compass {0 go to the supermarket.”

AFTER CONQUERING a number
of jobs, comedy greeted her at age
30. In nearly seven years, she has
criss-crossed the “country In a
whirlwind odyxsey,

Onstage, Gardner's humor can be
personally revealtng.

She jokes about growlng up in a
dysfunctional family with a mother
who was addicted to Vallum. She
brings humor In being raised Catho-
glc tn the Mormon hub of Salt Lake

ty.

OBVIOUSLY, Gardner's not a
“foke machine.” She adberes to the
belief comics should leave some-
hing of themselves with an audicace
during a routine.

“At first, {comedy) was therapeu-
te. I feel no one could steal my jokes
unless they llved my life. T want my
comedy to say something.”

On the urging of frlends, Gardner
plied her' comedlc talents at a club
contest in Salt Lake City. Soon, she
carned the title of “Funniest Woman
in Utah."

Gardner remembers being a cutup in
the fifth grade.

... One_of her_tavorite_ploys.was to._

roll up a paper, polnt it toward the
P.A. speaker and call herself out of

COMEDY CLUBS

Monday, Juns 3, 1891 O&LE

class, The teacher fell for the trick
every time. - .
In reality, Gardner was merely
coplng with her environment. .
“I felt Jike I stuck out in a crowd. *
The Mormons were sheltered people,
cspeclally the staunch ones. They
were unsympathetic towards me just
because of the fact my parents
drank coffee and smoked. Some kids
were not allowed to play with us be-
cause we were Catholic.”
- Roseanne Barr Is also from Utah.
It was the “Star-Spangled” singing

‘comedian who gave Gardner her

best advice: Write three punch lines
and throw the first two away. That
way, the most obscure humor will
rise to the top,

WORKING IN the male-domlnat-
ed field doesn't bather Gardner, She
has had several jobs outside of com-
edy where women are the minority,
including as a customer service ana-
Iyst for a company (hat designed
sewage treatment systems.

Vet a few things gnaw at her belng
a- female comedian. For example,
few women comedians are booked
together on the same bl At Joey's
in Livonia, though, Gardner wlill ap-
pear with Glida Hauser.

“They use us as sandwich fillers.
There's this myth out there that If
you're a woman, especially an at-
tractlve one, you can't be funny.”

Janine Gardner appears
Wednesday-Saturday, June 353,

——All-of-this-serves-to-confure-up~———EVEN—BEFORE ~lien, though, ough, at Jocy's Comedy Club in Livonia.

For information, call 261-0555.
She also appears Friday-Satur-
day, Junc-14-15, -af-Joey's-at the
Roxy in Belleville. For informa-
tion, call 699-1829.

Ci di Janine
243,000 miles on its engine,

has a frantic lchedul'e_. 80 much so that her Mazds RX 7 has

Here are listings of some come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who it appearing at your
club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-

centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.
@ COMEDY CASTLE

Mark Sweetman will perform

Tuesdny-Saturday, June 4.8, at the

Comedy Castle, 269 E. Fourth, Royat

Qak. Show time is 8:30 p.m, Tuesday

through Thursday and 8:30 and 11

p-m. Friday and Saturday. For reser-
* vations, call 542-9900. .

® JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

Breot Cushman will perform
Wednesday-Saturday, June 5-8, at
Joey's Comedy Club and Sports Em-
porium, 15248 Southlield Road, Al-

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

len Park. Show lmes-are 9 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday, 8:30 and
10:45 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
Information, catl 382.7041.

® JOEY'S LIVONIA

Janlne Gardser wlll perform
Wednesday-Saturday, June 5-8, at
Joey's - Comedy Ciub, Stoyan's
Sealood & Steakhouse, 38071 Plym-
outh Road, Liventa. For tnformation
or reservations, call 261-0555."

® JOEY'S AT THE ROXY

Gary Thison will perform Friday-
Saturday, June 7-8, at The Roxy,
Haggerty Road, ncar 1-94, Belleville.
For infermatlon, call 699-1829.

® HOLLY HOTEL
Doasell will perform with Perry

Wright and Bilt Hild Thurs-

call 996-

day-Saturday, Junc 6-8, at the Holly
Hotel, 110 Battle Alley, Holly. Show
times are 8:30 p.m. Thursday, 8:30
and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
For reservations, caii 634-189].

® MISS KITTY’S

s; . For lif
2080, .

® BEA'S COMEDY cLu8

Mike Booner, Steve Bills and
Downtown Tony Brown will perfarm
Friday-Saturday, June 7-8, at Bea's
Comedy Ciub, 541 Larned, Detroit.
Show times are 8:30 and 11 p.m. For
, call 961-2581.

Jobn Comnell will perform with
Dan Liberto Friday , June
7-8, at Miss Kitty's Comedy. Club,
Long Branch, 595 N. Lapeer Road,
Oxford. For information, call §28-
6500. .

® MAINSTREETY

Peter Berman will appear Friday-
Saturday, June 7-8, at.MainStreet
Comedy Shawcase, 314 E. Liberty,
Ann Arbor. Show times are 8:30 and
11 p.m. Friday and 7,9 and 11 p.m.

® LOONEY BIN

Tony Rayes will appear with Bllt
Bar and Mike Keyes Friday-Satur-
day, June 7-8, at The Wolverine Res-
taurant and Looney Bin Comedy
Club, 1655 Glengary, Walled Lake.
For reservatlons and show times,
call 669-9374.

® DUFFY'S
The Bob Posch Comedy Show will

e ——————— —

Hosted by: ind
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MAKE YOUR MONEY WORK FOR YOU! \
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® PINE KNOB

The New Pine Knob Music The-
* atre Series No. 1 will feature Red
Skelton, June 30; Don Rickles with

perform 9 and 11 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays during June at Duffy's
Waterfront Inn, 8635 Cooley Lake
Road, Utica. For reservations, call

363-9469. Toni Tennille, July §; and Alan King
with Pauls Poundstone, Aug 7. Se-
@ TIM ALLEN ries No. 14 [catures Budd Fried-

man's "Night at the Improv” with
Loale Anderson, Joe.Nipate, Mike
Blnder, Bobby Colllns and Ron Pear-
son, July 1: Jay Leno, July 24; and
George Carlln with Amerlcs, July
25. For informnation, cull 377-8200.

Tim Allen will appear with special
guest Lawell Sanders 7:30 and -10
p.m. Friday, June 7, at the Power
Center, 121 Fletcher, Ann Arbor.
Tickets are $17.50. For information,
call 98-MUSIC. o

A HIGH POWERED COMEDY DRAMA

o™ . “Three ways Home...delivers
”1‘“ ee a that

cimax pulls no
punches.” .
The Ooklond Press

Call 875-8284
for tickets and information,
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WIN MOVIE TICKETS* TO
SHOWCASE CINEMAS AUBURN HILLS!
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Billy Crystal stars in this
comedy about three
friends battiing mid-life
crisis on a southwestern
catile-ranch.
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