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—-makes it all the better.”-

Lori Lynn Ross has to be carelul doing her routlnallke hanging upside down durlnn a roll. One wrong step and she could break through the fabric cuverlng the -ing of Walt

Plerce’s biplane.

Stuntwoman
has firm grlp

By Sue Mason
stalf writer

You could say Lorl Lynn Ross is 2 drag. not a big
drag, but a drag noncthcless, Just ask Walt Pierce, He
drags her around on and off.

It’s not that she's doesn't like fun. Hey, this woman
has done fire dlves. We'ro not talking going through a
flery hoop, but rather setting herself on fire and
dlving Into a pool 30 fect below.

At 4 feet 11% Inches tall and 98 pounds — “I'm
Nttle bot I'm strong.” — she'saabitof a drng on the
wing of Plerce's 1940 Stearman biplanc, *
Smokey.” Ross, when not worklng as a stuntwoman in
Hollywood, occastonalty does the alr show circult
with Pierce as his wingwalker.

“I really have a fun time because I enjoy
performing,” said Ross, a former Southlleld resldent.
“I really have good time out there and when I get off
and see that the people have had a good time, It

her wingwalking performance.

Not quite what you'd expect from a woman who at.
one time studled to be an elementary school teacher
and was & high school cheerleader and member of the
girls’ softball 2nd basketball teams at Southfield High
School.

But she admita she's nlways been adventurous. She
began skling and riding motorcycles at the age of five
and on her way to'a career In Hollywood plcked up
rock-climbing, SCUBA dlving and high dlving.

The 29-year-old Ress was working at a store,
selling climbing equipment, when a stuntman
mentioned that with her experiences she should
consider stunt work, Abaut two months Jater, while
studyling for {inal exams at the beach, she met 2
another stuntman who sald the same thing.

SHE DECIDED to heed thelr advice and, after
graduating from Californla State Unlversity at
Northridge, she signed on wlih the U.S, Profcsslonal
High Diving Team and marketed hersell asa
tuntwoman by dolng the firc dives, not to mention
clown dives, tadder diving and, shades of Acapulco,
cliff dlving.

Ross, who wikl team up with Pierce for
AlrMichigan '91 at Willaw Run Airport In Ypsllanti .
this weekend, bas bccn a stuntwomnan for about nine

ears.

A member of l.he Unlted Stuntwomen's Assoclatlon,
her stunt work has included such feature films as

Excellent Advenlure” and “Edward Scissorhands” to
name a few. She also has done stunta for such TV
shows as "Rescue 911, “Faleon Crest,” “Life Goes
on' and “The Quisiders.”

“I love my work,” bald Ross. ‘I started out doing
dance and sporta as a kid and never (hought of being a
stuntwoman or dreamed of belng a wingwalker.”

ROSS HAS been wingwalking for about six years,
having leamed the art from legendary wing walker

Johnny Kazian. She was ortglnally recruited Jim
Franklin who wanted a female wingwalker.

“He Ilgured with my diving expertence, I could
hand)e the acrobatics and with my rock-climbing
experience, I could cllmb around the plane,” she sald.

Wingwalking 1a no easy task. The plane travels at

* between 8¢ and 180 miles per hour, 30 Ross has to be

careful how and when she moves around the plane,
especially since she wears a safety strap for only
about 20 percent of of her 20-minute routine. She
wears no such sirap when salking around on the wing
of the plane, but dons it for acobatic fly-bys.

"It takes a lot of strength to hang on,” Ross sald.
“What people don't reallze is that when I move from -
the upper to the lower wing behind the propeller, I'm
in the most vulnerable position. Wait has to power
back the plane 50 he doesn’t blow me off the wing.”

Ross’ routlne s very chorcographed, very precise.
It Iy learned on the ground before it’s done In the alr.,
There are no verbal commands between Plerce and _
Ross. Communicatlon is by hand signals and eye
contact.

Her hardest routine is doing a headstand on the
upper wing. She has to flip her bedy upside down and
hang on to a post. With the speed of the plane, she is
“literally plastered to the post (o wheee [ can't
move."

OTHER ROUTINES include banging on to the
plane and shaking hands with the pilot, doing
backsplns and hanging off the back part of a post on
the upper wing.

) Her favorite mancuver is dolng a cartwheel in the
alr,

1 walk out to the end of the struts and get to see
the crowd as we fly by,” she said,

And when It comes to \he acrobatics, sheln fora
“'wild ride.”

“My body I3 used to splnning and twisting In the
air,” she sald. “With the loops and rolls, I get o sec

Stuntwoman Lori Lynn Rou does a onc—loaned stand on the wlng of OI' Smokey as part of

the earth and the crowd waving at me. It’s a wild and
exclting time.”

But he hardest part is the five-mlnutce or so wait on
the ground before the plane takes to the alr. She has a
one-Inch bar (hat she stands on on the balls of her
toes. One step the wrong way and she could end up
putting a foot through the wing's fabric skin.

Because of her stunt work, Ross has limited her
wingwalking to just three air shows this year, She
pleked AirMichigan ‘91 because “Detrolt Is special for
me.”

“I HAD SO many wonderful experiences growing
up in Michigan,” she sald. “It's a good time to to gel
back and reminisce, a really fun time."”

Married, Ross describes her husband Dan, who
bullds custom homes in mainly Beverly Hllls and
Malibu, as “pretty adventurous.” He shares her
interest In rock- and ice-climbing, windsurfing and
skllng.

But as exclting as her lile s, safety is foremost n
- Ross' mind. She Is a3 picky about who she performs
with as she I3 about what stunts she will do. She
doesn’t take jobs she doesn't think she can do. Asa
result her worst Iinjuries have been a few cuts and
bruises.

She likes flying with Plerce. He is “a greal guy . . .
he’s at the lop of the llst,"” she said.

“Safety ls very important to me," she added. “Itry
to keep my safety record at 100 percent. So far my
lralnlnz has paldoff. . .and I've been a bit Jucky,

Rm carcer contlnues ta expand — she plays the
part of the mermaid inthe soon-to-be-released fHm
“Rocketeer” — and she jokingly blames her parents
_Jorit. It's thelr fault for letting her water ski and ride
" a motorcycle at the age of five, she said.

Bul she adds; “I'm glad 1 had the opportunity ta try
out different sports. 1thiok It makes me a bcllcr
stuntwoman.”

Walking the wings o'f O’ Smokey

SEEING THE SHOW

WHAT: AiMichigan 91, tho Wayne County Air Show
WHEN: Saturday and Sunday Juno 89.Gates open at
9am.;lealure show starls at 1 p.
WHERE: Wilow Run Aimpod, I‘)-l al Baflowlle Road
(Exit 190)
WHO: Foature acts inchide U S. Havy Blue Angols;
_ Posday Inn Aefobatic Team; Lori Lynn Ross, wingwalking; _
ah Piorce, OF Smokay solo aorobatics; Patty Wagstalt,
Eatra 320, First Lady of Aorobatics; Orto, the talking
halicopter; Mifler Sky Diving Team; and miitary fyng
demonstration, ily-by and display aiecrah, An Ak Forco
F-117A Steath fighter will also be displayed.
The Woild Was 11 8-24 will retutn (o Wilow Run Airpont.
as past ol #s 50th anniversary celobralion, and the Yankeo
Air Forco wit have its coflection of vintage World Waz (I
aircrah on display.
There also wil ba a fy-by and deplays by tho Michigan
Halcopler Association, which along with the Radio Control
Clb of Michigan will demonstéata radio-controbed aireral.
Thate alse will be demonsizations ol hang ghding by the
TNT Hang Gliding Club.
TICKETS: Adul $8 in advance and $11 the day of tho
show; chddren (6-11) $5 in advance and $8 the day of the
show. Resorved box seat $15 (speaily day). Advanced
lickels avalable through the air shaw office by calling
482-8888, Tickots also availzblo thiovgh all Tickelmastar
outiats for the advance price plus a sorvice charge. There
alsois a $3 charge lor parking.

Nomo: Lot Lyno Ross Age: 29, Hoight: 4 & 11 172
Wolight: 98 bs. Home: Excine, Calil. Marital
Siatus: Married Career: Stuntwoman'actrass
Skitls: Mauntainearing - rock, o and building climbing
and rappeling

U. S. High Diving Team - Fire dwing. clown diving. ladder
diving, cif diving {80 foel) and compelitive dives on 3-, 4+
and 10-metet boatds and platiorms. Air shows - Aiptane
wingwalking and shy dving stunts; plane and motorcycle
taewall crashes: plane, motoreydle. car and boat Wransters,
and helicopler ph-ups.

Atso proticient in windsurling, whitewatef tating, water
sking, jet shing. SCUBA diving, precision dinvng, snow-
mobling, ice, ralet and blade skating, racquelball, volley-
ball and basoball
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