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Faxon leads failed flght vs. shared school taxes

By Tim Richard
staft writer

Growing suburbs would share
thelr business property tax bases
with the rest of Lhe state under a
1992 school ald bill passed by the
state Senate but which atilt m\ut go
{o the House.
* “For years people (outstate) have
safd we want what yau've got,” pro-
tested Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farming-
ton Hills, “Now the three big coun-
tles will share with the rest of the
state because they (outstate) want.

“The cost of living and>cost of
property are diiferent In the Upper
Penlnsuta. Qakland County housing
costs arc different from Antrim or
Newaygo,” Faxon said in a serles of
prolests,

The bill Tuesday was returned (o
the House, which hadn't included tax
base sharing In its version.

THE SENATE Tuesday passcd (}m
$3 blllion public school ald bill 24-9
wilth most of the nay votes coming
from the tri-counly suburbs with out-
of-formula school districts.

Voting no were Faxon, Robert

B’ham attorney produces video
targeting incivility among lawyers

In their zeal to produce favorable
results for cllents, too many lawyers
are castlng astde professionallsm
and commen courtesy In deallng
wlith one another, according to Law-
rence A. Dubin, a law professor at

University of Detrolt Mercy and a°

" resident of Blrmingham.

- A lawyer and member of the

Michlgan State Bar's Task Force on
Professionallsm, Dubin said that
“bully tactics and inclvility™ are be-
coming inereasingly common.
“Somc lawyers are using Rambo-
like tactlcs to accomplish thelr ob-

think that intimidation and rudeness
will produce the desired resulls

Geake, R-Northville, and David
Honligman, R-West Bloomfleld.

Voling yes were Mat Dunaskiss,
R-Lake Orlon, and Witliam Faust, D-
Westland, - Missing the vote was
George Z. Hart, D-Dearborn. On ear-
lier amendments, Hart had voted
with Faxon,

rlch and poor districts.

The shift would occur in incre-
ments of $35 to $40 milifon a year,
he said.

DeGrow said differcnces between

built-up dl.llrictz like Southfield but
would hit newer areas llke Novi.

“If you happen to be In a growing
area, your new growth Is not going
to you but your nelghbors,” said Fax-
the Senate and House verslons likely  on. “Those who have it are gonna
wlli be settled in a conference com-  keep It,‘and those who are golng to
mittee — three senators and three  make it in the future wlil share.”

switched, supp
Faxon’s amendments on non-record

. roll calls and with the majority later

inthe day.

Faxon also fatled with two other
amendments: to strip the bill of pro-
vistons requiring busing money for
in-district schools of.cholce, and to
restore $50 milllon In eategorical aid
for special and bilingual educatlon,
His amendments never . got more
than flve to clght votes In the 37-
member chamber.

THE BILL was a major victory
for Faxon's debating foe, Sen. Dan
DeGrow, R-Port Huron, chalr of the
Senate Appropriations subcommit-
tec on K-12 ald.

“This will shift $400 million from
the wealthy to the poorer districls
over 10 years,” sald DeGrow, who
sald he has given up on asking voters
for mare Laxes for equity. between

’}I‘ml'l: quickly than will courtesy and
civll

But crude behavior often has the
reverse effect, notes Robert Berg, a
practicing attorney and directer of
the Legal Assistant and Legal Ad-
ministratlon Programs at U-D Mer-

contribute to speedy resolution of
disputes,” he 2aid, “When one side

uses acrlmonlous behavior the battle -

lines are drawn. The tendeney s for

* the opposltion to dig In and to reply

inkind.”
+“Qne mark of a professional in

~—any-field of endeavor,” sald Dubtn;—

“is that you tlreat others, and- cer-
talnly those within your.own profes-
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That the  DeGrow admitted that was true
plnnlchnnce of passage because De-  but added, “We can't go on the way
Grow's House counferpart, Rep. we are, (Faxon) would have you be-
James O'Neill, D-Saginaw, also sup-  lieve he's the champion of equily.
ports tax base sharing. He's the center of the status quo.”

DeGrow sald Gov. John Engler is
likely to sign a tax base sharing plan.
Engler was to dellver a special
school reform message this spring
but deferred it unth fall. In an inter-

FAXON ALSO assailed the way’
DeGrow's three reglons were set up
to dlvide metropolitan business
growth:

For the current yur. DeGrow
sald, the sharing would amount to
about $30 a pupil in all three reglons.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS of the Sen-
ate's K-12 ajd bil:

® It's a two-ycar blll. The Legls-
lature has voted to (reeze property
assessments in 1992, and DeGrow
wanted to show districts what the
ald picture will look like,

® Overall, there is 5 percent
more money in ‘92 and 4.5 percent
more In "93.

® The categorical “recapture”
(takeaway) continues at $72 milllon
this year but is climinated thereaft-

er, to soften the blow for out-of-for-
mula districts.

® Every district would be re-
quired to adopl a *'schools of cholce”
plan for parents to select their
youngster’s schools. It wouldn't be
necessary in districts with a single
high school. Thelr busing costs would
be covered by the state, DeGrow es-
timates only 1 percent of parents
would exercise cholce.

® Six intermedlate (county)
school districts could volunteer for
countywlde “choice” plans. DeGrow
sald small, rural, homogeneous
countles like Sanllac are most likely
to apply for grants.

view with this newspaper, Engler
strongly hinted he would support tax
base sharing,

IF THE PLAN cver becomes law,
all districts would share half the fu-
ture growth in commerctal and in-
dustrlal property on 2 regional basls,
with the funds belng returned to dls-
tricts on a per-pupll basls,

Residenttal and farm property
would be unaffected.

® Wayne County would be in a

dlstrict covering the lower two tiers
westward to Berrlen County in the
Lake Michigan frult belt.

® Qakland would be lumped with

Livingston and counties to the north-
west, as far north as Gladwin and
Clare.

® Macomb's district would (n-

clude the cornficlds of the Thumb,
men swing north arcund Saginaw

and take in northern lower

s Outer Drive Campus. “It doen’t_deata)

ﬂ
Faxon-sald it would cost litte in Mlchlgnn and the UP.

For a terrific selection of
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. FATHER'S DAY GIFTS..
V'srt Sherwood, it's worfh it

sion, with respect. Unfortunately, Among reasons cited by Inter-

we're scelng an eroslon of that re-  viewees for the trend toward offen-

spect.” sive behavlor were absence of regu-
TO HEIGHTEN awareness of the  lations against uncivil behavler,

problem and to promote p of the pi

that may point the way toward solu-  due to increasing numbers of law-

tions, the State Bar has funded a vi- ~ yers, judges who set a bad example

COMPUMENTARY GIFT WRAPPING

pe—called  “Clvillty  Among-.and aren't eritical.enough af improp-__. .
Lawyers: A Self-Examination.” er behavlor, clients who encourage Firia forniture, accessorles & giffs always 20% off
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the tape is the culmination of a se-
ries of meetings in which lawyers
from around the state discussed the
problem and what might be done
about it. It features inclsive com-
ments ‘from~ Judges,~attorneys™ and
professors who discuss causes and

tional nature of law practice.

“Even lawyers coming In for me-
diatlon get to the point of almost
coming to fistlcuffs,” said one of the
18 attorneys who appears In the pro-
gram. ‘Observed another: “There Is

8 7
£
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cures for the incivility problem.

Asavings
certlflcate that

es you something
~ big to build on.

12-Month Bonus Rate Certificate

O
O

annual annual
interest interest
for the for the

first 31 days. remaining 11 months.

These days, the right investment is one that gives you both generous intérest
and a high degree of security - like our special 12-month bonus-rate savings
certificate: Interest is compounded and paid quarterly foran effective annual

Auburn Hills
King Brothers, Inc. *
2391 Pontiac Rd.

Linden
Linden Truo
Value Hardware

373-0734 620 W. Silver Lake Rd. 549-2440
735-4148
Clarkston Romeo Utlca
Michigan Rental Paradiso Gravely Hollebuyck's
6560 Dixie Hwy. 67111 Van Dyke 52881 Van Dyke
625-1515 752-2577 .739-9620

Ofier explres June 22, 1991

Royal Oak
Manus Power Mower
3116 N. Woodward

. yield of 6.49%. And.your savings a1 Standard Federal are insured w.atleast
$100,000 by the FDIC. This bonus-rate cettificate is available now at all
of our offices. Its a great opportunity (o start getting your money’s worth.
And that’s something you can count on.

Standard Federat Bank

Savings/Firancial Senvces

1-800°543-9600 Standard
: Tederal

[EEESRIY PRINT PN




