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Details are still up in tho air, but it ap-
pears the Kroger Co. will participate in a
van service two days a week to transport

senlor adulls to lts new 12 Mile Road super- .

store; -
“It just basn’t been completely flnalized,”
sald Kroger spokesman Michael Layne.

“In a-May 22 letter to Farmington Hills
city manager. William Costick, Jerry Perun,
Kroger vice president of retall operatlons,
acknowledged acceptance of the van pro-
gram, which comes with 2n estimated price
tagof $12,480.

"We will be able to support the van on a
two-times-per-week basls. We would llke to
re-cvaluate this service at the end of this

year to determine its continued viablilty,”
Perun wrote.

The van service stems from complaints
from many senlor adulls alter Kroger
bought the Great Scotl! chain and closed

*. two_smaller stores in November at the

! Grand Rlver-Halsted shopplng center in
Farmington and at 13 Mile and Orchard
Lake In Farmington Hills.

A DAY LATER, the new 43,000 square-
fect supermarket opened a couple mlles
away In the Halsted Village Shopping Cen-
ter, 37550 12 Mile, at Halsted.

The closing of the two smaller stores in-
(uriated some resldents, particularly senior
adults near the Grand River-Halsted store,
who liked walk to do their grocery shop-
ping. °

“Whenever a corporation wlil take the
time or the money lo help a community or
senfors, that's commendable,” sald Farm-
Ington councilwoman JoAnne McShane. “It
will help some people, But il doesa't take
away the (act that Lhere's residents who
want to shop In a nelghborhood store.” .

McShane led a petilion drive among resi-
dents, -particularly - senlor adults, urging
Kroger to allow anolher grocer {0 Jease
space at the former Farmington Kroger
store.

The Farmington store has since been
jeased to Kiddle Land. The 13 Mile and Ore-

hard Lake store is owned by Kroger, and,
. company offlclals sald in March they would =

not prevent another grocer from buylng the
facility.
“] hate to sce this fust lay, But I don't

- know what‘ else what can be done”

McShane sald.

The estimated $12,480 van service budget
“includes the “normal costs” for operating a
van, consldering fuel, routine maintenance
and a driver's wages of about $120 a day,
sald Costick, who contacted Kroger on be-
balf of both Farmington and l-‘nrmlpgwn .
Hills officlals and residents. .

“They (Kroger) would pick up the whole
thing,” he added. :

PRELIMINARY PLANS call for a van lo
stop at about 10 apartment complexes that
are either exclusively for senlor adults or
have a large number of senlor adult resl-
dents, Costick said. .

The van ls expected to be donated by
Michigan Natlonal Bank's Independence for

Kroger agrees to van service for senior citizens

. Lite program, Whea the program begins de-
pends on when the city recelves the van.

“We've got a Jot of things to set up yet,”
Hie sald. “The senlor adult staff will get tho
wordout” - - -

Changes are expected once the program
is under way because certain pick-up sites
may not be the [deal ones or may not draw
as many senior adults as would another site,
Costick sald.

. Inhisletter to Costick, Perun sald Kroger
also plans tostart a 10-percent discount for -
all senlor adults' food purchases on Tues.
days of each week. Perun.also wrote that
Kroger stalf visited nearby homes and
apartments and passed out envelopes to
sonlor adults with coupons for purcha:
and free goods. .

Former youth coach pleads not guilty to sex charges

By Alice Collins
staft writer

The parents of the boys whom
Garden City youth league coach
James Willlam “Bill” Stoller is
accused of sexually molesting in his
Southlleld apartment went to Oak-
land* County clrcuit Judge John
0'Brien's courtroom Menday hoping
to hear the defendant plead gullty.

But he dldn’t.

Instead, defense attorney Jerome
Fenton entered a not-guiity plea for
his client In all of the 15 cases and 35
counts a t him. The alleged vie-
tims are six of the boys he coached
in bascball and basketball during the
past four years. .

" STOLLER WAS'in the courtroom
Just long enough for the plea to be
made and also to be arraigned on 1§
counts of being & habitual offender.

*1 dot’t think anybody knew what
to expect today,” one of the mothers
of the boys sald after the arralgn-
ment. “We had hoped he would plead
guilty so the children and their pat-
ents wouldn’t have to go through this

.- any longer.”.

A father of onc of the chlldren who
was formerly a friend of Stoller said
he “gave him a quick eye” In he
courtroom, “but he did not acknowl:
edge me. I thought if he looked at us
he might plead guilty” and the boys
would be spared testllfying at the trl-
al .

FENTON, A Farmlngton HlIls at-
torney appointed by the court to de-
fend Stolter, sald he advised his cli-
ent not to make any quick declsiuns
on what to do. -

“I told him there's no sense In
rushing off and doing something Im-
pulslve without knowing all the
facts.”

Both Fenton and assistant pro-

secutor Je!f 'Saunders, wheo's han- -

dling the prosecution, sald they're
planning to go to trial. Both said
there would probably be more than
one trial.

A pre-trial hearing is scheduled
for June 20,

THE HABITUAL offender chargeés
were added Monday because Staller
previously served time in DeWitt,
Mich., after pleading guilty to simi-

lar charges, something the officials
of the Garden City Youth Athletic
Associatlon didn't know when they
hired him as coach.

“Stoller Is accused of befrlending
the boys he coached, winning the
trust of their parents, then taking the
youths (o his apartment on Shiawas-
see north of Eight Mile where he
molested them.

The first warrants were [ssued
agalnst Stoller on April 7 after the
mother of a 13-year-old boy in the
basebatl league told Southfleld po-
llce (he coach had molested her son

Other parents went to apthorities
to report similar incidents after the
first case becamne publc.

The charges agalnst Stoller In-
clude counts of first-degree crimlinal
sexual conduct, each carrylng a
maximum penalty of life In prison,
and counts of second degree, which
are 15-year felonles,

FENTON ANNQUNCED after

Monday’s arraignment that Stoiler
had been administered a blood test

" for AIDS and that the results would

be available in two or three weeks.

is carrying the virus,” Fenton said.
“He wanted me to tell (the public)
and he signed the medical release al-
lowing me to do that.”

Stoller Ls getting along all right in .
jal), Fenton said. Stoller is In Oak-.

land County jall.

“He reads a Jot" and Is helping tu-
tor other prisoners In reading. “He's
stil] a human being and a very com-
passlonate human being,” he said.

However, security has been high
at the jall because of threats report-
d agalnst Stoller. .
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