By Bteve Kowslek!
atatf writer

ARY BALCONI, who led
Plymouth Salem (o three
invitational tilles and the
Western Lakes Activities

Assoclation champlonship, is the Ob-
serverland Coach of the Year.

Balconl also *doubles as the
school's athletic director,

The Rocks were the top team In
the area during a year not highlight-
ed by many stars at any state meets,
Salen won the Observerland, Elks
and-Tiger relays, and also took the
WLAA Lakes Division crown.

Only three performers from Ob-
serverland placed In the state meet,
but the all-arca team is still well
represcnted. Following are profiles
on each member of the first team.

FIELD EVENTS

‘Tony Skaleb, sbot put, Farmington
Harrison: Shaleb leaves Harrison with a
school-record shot put of S2-feet, 10%

years at the Observerland Relays. Shaleb
qualified the tast two years for the Class
B state meet and this spring took third at
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“Tony was an
young man," coach Jobn “Schumacher
3aid. "He showed great dedicatlon and
had an outstanding work ethic.”

Dean Beoedlct, discas, Plymouth
Canton; Benedict made cnormous
strides bls senlor year, setting & school
tecord at the Class A meet with a toss of
165-7 for Lhird place. His best toss In 1990
was' 148-3. Benedict won (he WLAA
crown last year, and took second this
spring with a toss of 150-0. He was first
at the Class A regionat at 154.0, Benedlct
scored 181 polnts for the Chicfs.

He i3 headed for Eastern Michigan

Unlversity.
- “Dean s an excellent example of how
hard work and dedication helps you ceach
your goals in life,” coach Bob Richardson
sald. "For only throwing as-a ]unlor and
* senior Dean iade fabulous progress.”

Raody Calcaterra, high "jump,
Churchill: Calcaterra's springs bave
helped him In two sports. A flrst-team
metnber of the All-Observer hukzlbzll
team, Calcaterra also ls the area’s best
high jumper. He won the WLAA meet,
clearing 6.8, four Inches higher than any
other competlior. He was second in the
Class A regional at ¢-1. He cleared 6-3 a1
the state meet.

Hls best jump thls spring was four
Inches better than his best from last year.
Calcaterra has signed a letter of intent to
play ‘basketbail at Wayne State Unlwnl-

7 stte s very coachable aod x great atu-

dent-athlete 10 work with, coach Fred .

Peice sald. T don't think you can find 2
nleer young man in sports t

Leoo Hister, tong jomp, Plymouth
Salem: Hister leapcd at least 20 feet 10
times this season, including a 21-3% of-
fort which won the WLAA meet. A two-
tme WLAA champlon, Hister finished
second in the event as a freshman. Hister
also is the tead-off man on the Chiels®
wo meter relay team.

“Leon i3 a great all- -around athlete who

I3 very coachable,” Balconi sald.

Al Barbarich, pole vaolt, Catholic
Central: Barbarich, a senlor, won the
Class A regional with a clearance of 13-5.
He placed third at the Oxford Invitation-
al {12-6) and fifth 3t the Jackson Invita:
tional (12-6). Barbarich also was oae of
the arca’s top discus throwers, recording
‘personal best of 148410,

“Pole vaull is not an event In the Cath-
olic League, but with Father McKernan's
individual machlng Al Barbarich Im-
proved each week,” coach Tony Magal
said.

RUNNING EVENTS

James Grady, 110-meter hurdles,

Delwal’s Hutchinson one- hits Littl

Leo Hutchinson, a Redford Catho-
Mc Central High product, pitched a
onc-hitler Wednesddy, leading
Delwa) to a 1.0 triumph aver Little
Cacsars in Livonia Colleglate Base-
bail League action Wednesday at
Novi High, - -

Hutchinson, a «ophomurc at East-
ern Michlgan University, lost his no-
hit bld with two-out in the sixth In-
ning when he gave up a bloop single

The left-hander struck out seven
and walked four to even his record
at 1-1. He was in serious trouble only
once ~ the sccond inning —= when he
walked the first two batters before
bouncing back with a pair of
strikeouts and a fly out.

Meanwhlle, Delwal managed only
three hits against Madonna Universi-
ty's Lou McKalg, who also went (ke

—- -~ distance.

Delwal tallled its only run of the
game in the third when BHlly Hardy
(University of Michlgan) scored on a
wild pltch.

Ron Hollis, Jason Valente and
Todd Bruce collected the only
Delwal hits.

The loas drops Caesars to 4-2 over-
all. It snapped the Livonians' four-
game winning strcak.

WALTER'S 13, WENDY'S 2:
Walter's Appliance scored elght times in
the first Inning and unloaded for 14 hits
on Wednesday, romping past Wendy's of
Ann Arbor in & game played at Ford

Jeﬂ Pendell, the Livonla Churchill
Hligh product now playing for Madonna
Univeralty, led the assavlt, golng 3-for-
‘with one RRBI.

Jason Gabel {Churchill and Central

all-area boys track

1990 ALL-AREA
BOYB TRACK TEAM

FIELD'EVENTS

Shot put: 1, Tony Shaieb, Farminglon Har-
rson, 2 Blazo Sarcevich, Farmingion Marri-
won.3 rnoap-mwmn Farmioglon,

Oucus: n Benedict. Plymouth Can-
10,2 arsd Arbons, Wotiard Jomvs o 3
Jason Key, Westland John Glenn

High Jump: 1. Randy Cakaterra. Livonia
Chorotes, 2 Jason Tucker, fllmvrqmﬂ_ 3
Mike Do Jarnett, Plymouth Ganton

Loag Jump: 1. Leon Hator, Pymouth Sa-
lem, 2. Brandon Buck, Wesitand John Glenn.
3 Karl Wukoe, Plymouth Canton.

Pole vautt; 1. At mm-mmmawm—
tc Cential, 2. Churs Marting, Fatmington, 3
Tony Doonelly. Jobn Glonn

RUNNING EVENTS

110-meter “burdies: 1 James Grady.
Jen Rarneay, Piymouth Salem

300 hurdies: 1. Jot Roberison, Rediord S1.
Agatha: 2. Todd Jocobs. Garden City: 3
Jason Lembach, Lulhotan Wesliand.

100 dash: 3 Seach, Weztiand Jobn

Livonia Frankwn;

‘azza. Wayne Momostal

200 dman: 1. Alon Bulord, Wayno Memorial.
2. Roy Granger, Fasminglon Hattisan; 3 An-
Inony Hood, Brshop Borgess. :

400 dash: 1 Enic McKeon, Cathole Cen-
teal. 2 Andy Ropeski, Prymouth Salem: 3 Jos
Dumont, Wayne Memonal

800 run: 1. Rodney Westiake, Livorsa Ste-
. 2. John Thomas, Prymouth Salom, 3
Mae Paflerson, Piymouth Salem
1,600 run: 1. £ Cuinow, Livonta Frankin;
2. Ken Pogna, fledtord Union: 3 John Wit
ku MVO’GC&(WC Centsal
200 m: | Ben Goba, Farmngton; 2
Jou Dok, Tadtons Garmete Centra 3 Jack,
Mazsareto, Reatord Cathoie Central

RELAY EVENTS

400: 3 Plymouth Salem (Lemumu.‘fwd
Forbes, Jun Ramsay “a5d Mait Porron); 2.
Farmington Hamisen (Roy Granger, Todd
Wood, Duante Arderson and Oon Mitar) ; 3.
Westana Juhn Gienn [Jm Wolosk, Bran-
don Buck. Bran Schunz and £d Jeanain) .

800: 1 Wiy Memonal (Alen Buford. Kon
Craig. Joe Dumont and Shawn Ma'azzn); 2.
Weslland John Grenn (Jm Woldskm, Juan
Petors. Randy Sench and EQ Jeanan):. 3
Phymoutn Salem (Joo Hunez. Jaka Baker,
Mib& Rchard ang Andy Rosski)

1,600. 1. Wayne Memocal {Alen Buford.
James Geady. Joo Dumoni and Mchaot
Hooks); 2. Rectorg Cathoic Centeal (Stevo
Vitek, Aaron Sheposh, T.J. Kitchen and Erc
McKeon): 3. Lutheran Westiand (Mace Mat-
peson. Jason Lmonm Bran McCormch
and Viarten Provencal

2.200: 1. Redlord Cmnebc Contral (Aaron
Sheposh, Aob Vaienine, Scott Babvnsi and
Sleve Wiek). 2 Pv,mnn s.un (Mo
. Woolees. Jona Thomas, Jayson McDonakd
ana Kke Paliérson); 3 Prymouth Canlon
(Mae Roam, Crag Milier, Dave Washenho
ond Jun Cacnes)

Wayne: A versatile runner, Grady won
the 110 and 300-meter hurdle champion-
ships at both the Wolverine A meet and
Class A regional. Grady also way a mem-
ber of the winning 800 and 1,600 relay
1cams at the Obscrveriand Relays.

He also competed In the long jump and
high Jump events.

“James Is a very hard-working. unsel-
fish athlete,” coach Floyd Carter sald.
“He has an excellent work ethic and I
Jeel he will be very successful ln college.
I'm sure he will do well wherever be
goes ™

Jeff Robertson, 300 burdles, St.
Agatha: A senior, Robertsan set a school
tecord wilh a 38 8 finish at the Operation
Friendship meet. Robertson was a Catho-
lie League and regional champlon. and
wasthird in the Class C state meet.

“Jeff was the heart and soul of our
1eam and T am very happy that his hard
work has paid off,” coach Mike McCol-
lum sald. “1 know the whole school is
proud of his accomplishments in track.”

Randy Seach, 100 meter dash,
Jobn Glenn: Seach, Westland John

Michigan) added two hits, including a
double and four RBIL.

Mark Hribar, Jerry Koester (Westtand
John Glean and Henry Ford Community
College) and Paul Plronello {Redford
Catholic Central and Henry Ford CC}
added two hits aptece.

The game lasted Jusl five innings be-

BERGSTROM'’

Glenn's Most Valuable Runner, won his
second-straight WLAA title this spring.
He recorded his personal best Ume of
11.0 Jast year, and had an 11.2 this year.
The senior was a rurmcr-up at the Ob-
serverland Relays.

“Randy Is one of the mou: determined,
confident runners | have ever coached.”
coach Jess Shough said. “He ls a very
deserving champion.”

Alen Baoford, 200-meter dash,
Wayne: Buford had the area’s best times
In both the 100 and 200-tneter dashes, and
also Jed in the Jong Jump. Buford is unde-
cided on what college to attend.

“Alen is a very strong and fast ath-
Jete," Carter said. “Alen was willing to
run Just aboul anything ! asked him lo,
and did nol complain. He has the ability
to be a fine quarter- or half-mile runner
at the college levet.”

Ecle McKeon, 400-meter dash,
Catholic Central: McKeon was runner-
up at the Catholic League meet and the
Jackson Invitational with identical tlmes
of 50 7. He 100k Lhird Ln both the Class A
regional (50.7) and the Operation Friend-

cause of the 10-run mercy rule.

Chad Wrona, the Walter's starter,
pitched five innings, allowing three hits
and three walks, while fanning three to
pick up the victory.

PLAYER OF THE WEEK: The
1LCBL's Player of the \\,‘N}Vlof May 24
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2 TON..cicterien $894.95 i,
2.5 Ton.............$1069.95.
3 TON cerrecnnnnns $1225.95.,
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

dup (00}.;& fifth'at the Oxford lavita-

“I-:rl: 11 a very sggresslye ninser, al
Is at his best when comlng from behind,"

our
voted the team'’s Most anuhle Rusoer.”

Rodney Westlake, 800 meters, Ste-
venson: The Spartan senior sec-
ond in both the WLAA and A re-

at the

: Class
300, 1,600 and 3,200 relay races, Weat-

lake also participated in (he wioning
1,600 relay Ie.lm at me Observerland Re-

lays.

Bound {or the Unlversity of Michigan,
Westlake also is a member of Stevenson’s
student senate.

“Rodney ls extremely veraatile,” coach
Jobn Gores 3aid. “He could win in four
differents.”

Eric Curnow, 1,600 metery, Frank-
1in: A seniar, Curnow was a WLAA cham-
plon In 4:25.3, and he took third at Ob-
scrveriand and fourth at the Class A re-
red himself for the

first-leam cross country cholee.

Ben Goba, 3,200 meters, Farming-
ton: An appendicitls infury sidelined
Goba the last half of the track season, but
hc made his mark early with a second

lace finish (n (he West Bloomileld Invi-
fational (9:39.6). He also placed 11th In
the Mansfield lovitational. Goba, one of
the most highly-regarded senior cross

country ruapery last fatl, (3 headed to the
Unlversity of Teanessee on a track and
cross country scholarshlp.

400-meter relny (Leon  Hister,
Todd Forbes, Jim Ramsay and Matt
Perron), Plymoath Salem: The four-
some had the area’s best 400 relay tme,
15,0, and won the WLAA meet. The group
will have to be broken up next year, con-
sldering both Ramiay and Perron are
‘nduu.ng senlors.

“They're & group of athletes who have
teamed up all year for the

Momt-z June 10, 1091 OLE

Rocks solid under coach Balconi

Catholic Central

Eric Cumow
Franklin

championship,” mlmnl sald. "All were
‘competitors and fine young men.”

800-meter relay {Alen Baford, Joe
Dumont, Ken Craig. and Shawn
Ma'sz1a), Wayne: A pulled hamstring
suflered by Ma'azza limited the team’s
polentlal to do ey well at the regional
or state, but the foursome was sound
when healthy. They won the Observer-
1and 800 relay racein 1:31.2, -

“The 800 team, I thought we could
have qualified for lhc state meet, but be-
cause of Injuries. , . coach Floyd Carter
331d. “One of the keys to the 80O team
was they worked real hard on the ex-
changes”

1,600 meter relay {Alen Buford,
James Grady, Joe Dumont and Mi-
chael Hooks), Wayne: The Zebras' four.
some recorded ldentical 3:28.1 times in
winning- both- the Observerland and
w«wmu A League 1,800 relay champi-

onshij

“All four did a tremendous job,” Carter
said. "We're down in numbers decause of
“pay to plly and all of them ran in four
events.

3,200 meter relay (Aaron Sheposh,
Rob Valentine, Scott Balwinski and
Steve Witek), Catholic Centrat: The
foursome's most impressive finish
came at the Catholic League cham-
plonship where they took second
place In 8:11.4. They were third at
the Clasy A regional (8:19.3) and
fourth in the Operation Friendship
(8:13.7).

“Aaron did a great job getting us
Into position for a competitive race
and Rob Valentlne keeps us in the
race by concentrating on the team’s
position s0 as not lo lose contact

- with the leaders,” Magnl sald. “The

relay team started to come together
when Balwinski was added. Witek is
an intelligent runner and holds off
the opponents or goes alter the lead-
ers in a conscrvative, but aggressive
manper.”

e Caesars

through Jupe 2 is Dewal's Eric Sumpter,
a freshman first baseman/designated
hitter from Michigan State.

Sumpter went S-for-$ with two walks
In two games, including & two-run homer,
three RBJ and two runa scored

In his first season at MSU, Sumpter
belted four bomers. )
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T 0 BENEFIT THE EPILEPSY
CENTER OF MICHIGAN
June 30, 1991

.. 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
2055 South Milford Road
Mittord, Michigan

For Team Applications Call
(313)832-0500 -
GET YOUR COMPANY
INVOLVED!
Ask for sponsorship
Information
3 %200 minimum team donation

FHEE tournament T-Shirts I
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