Skipping, spitting
highlight state fun

Por lhnu with & bent toward the
bizarre, xany and unusual,'Michigan
servesupa lullphuunhmmnnr.

Here, chronologically, are 11

* olfbeat events to add zest o vaca-

spectators, suggests AAA Michigan,

Judges will ‘seek the funnlest,
speediest, smallest, longest and most
unigue rafts during Saginaw's 19th
annual Saginaw River Raft Race
Juge 15. Viewers and eatrants are
welcome. Ralt judging begins §:30
a.m. The race starts two hours later,

The Kentucky Derby It's not, but

the June 23 Fastest Mule tn Michi.
gan Races at Crossroads Village In
Flint lets participants saddle up. No
one can predict whether the rider/
mutle teams will trot, reverse course
or stand still.
. 1 hiking is your (hing, the 2%-
mile Internatlonal Bridge Walk in
Sault Ste, Marie may be just the
ticket. So what if it's not the Mack}-
nac Bridge Walk, thls events lets
walkers stroll across an internation-
al border into Canada June 29,

Spectators might expect sore
necks when they crane to see 200 hot
air ballooas over Battle Creek Juné
29-July 6. that's when the" Battle
Creek International Champlonship
and Air Show takes to the skies,

Don't bring pancakes to the flfth
annual Log Cabln Day June 30, This
has nothing to do with maple syrup,
But 40 dlfferent log cabins will be
open for -viewing from Berrien
Springs near the Indlana border to
Baraga in the Upper Penlnsula. Con-
tact the Log Cabin Soclety of Michi-
gan in Sodus for information.

Brush up on sand castle archltec-
ture and visit Alpena July 4. All pub-
lic beaches in he city will be tumned
into construction sltes 10 a.m. to 4
pm. for the sand Castle Contests.
Sign up In famtly or.

OFFBEAT EVENTS SCHEDULE

World's Largest
Breakfasi Table,
Baille Creek,
(816} 968.6101
Rubber Buck
Race, lronwood,
(906) 9321122

Saginaw River
alt Race,

Saglnaw‘
i (5‘ ) 752-8161

June 8

June 9

June 15

June 23 Fastest Mule in
Michigsn Races,
Crossroads anage

Fiinl,
{313} 736-7100

June 29 International
Bridge Walk,
Saull S1. Marle,
(906} 632-3301
=

June 29 - Battle Creok
July & Internationsl,
@, Baltle Creek,
(616) 962-0592
June 30 Log Cabln Day,
tatewide,
b {616) 944.5719

Slnd Castle
Iull.

slloon
Champlonship
and Alr Show,

July 4

: (B&) 5621906

Ston- Skipping
Tournaments,
Macklnac Island,

(906) 847-3783

July 4

International

herry
Pll~SplnInu
Champlonship,

Eau Clalre,
(6‘6) 782:7101

July 6

July 12-13 Mlchlgm Story-
Tollers Festival,
Crossroads Vlllage.
Flint,

(313) 736-7100

a3

July 17 World's La Il
Co!!u B
(51;) 733-4000
Aug: 25  Straits Underwater
P 8 T 1]

group categories.

Plink. Pitty pat. Plunk. Those are
the sounds of the Mackinac. Island
Stone Skipplng Tournaments sched-

—uled-10-a.m-t0.2 pm__ Jul;
tors can compele in the open division
by bringing six flat or round stones
and paying the $1 entry fee, Winners
take home, what else, fudge. The pro
tournament starts at hoon.

Pucker up for the.Internatlonal

Cherry Pit-Spltting Championship

‘July 8 at the Tree-Mendus Fruit
Farm in Eau Clalre. But don't ex-

pect 10 walk away with a prize un-
~less your pit travels around 20 yards.

ly_4. Visl-.___Remember being scared as a kid

when someone told Torrifylng tales <
around the camplire? Rccnale that
fear during the Michigan Story-
Tellers Festival July 12-13 at Cross-
roads Village in Flint. While profes-
sional tale tellers will spin yarns
about ghosts, thls year’s festival em-
phasizes cultural diversity.

The World's Largest Colfee Break

in Gaylord at 9:30 am., July 17, in-
valves about 50 gallons of coffee and
300 dozen donuts. It's part of the
cuy‘r penfestand:
paral

n your Joy comes under the water,
strap on a snorkel or wiggle Into a
wetsuit for the Straits Upderwater
Preserve Treasure Hunt near St Ig-
nace. Particlpants matching
numbered underwater booty clalm
prizes on land Aug. 25.

Group arranges trips with grandkids

Continyed from Proceding Page

collection in South Bend, Ind. The
Studebaker Larkette Regal Delure
dosated by Sam Schpok of Niles,
Mich. Is a child's version of the Lark
convertible,

. ® AAA has a travel activity book

to help ward off the plalntive cry,

“Are we there yet?" It has 144 pages
of puzzles and games for kids age 4-
12, with a little touch of geography,
b\:lory and nature for each state. It

or
u any MA office.

® The Curlosity Place: An Exhibit
for'Young Chlidren s a highlight of
the Chicago Muscum of Science and
Industry. Or you can take the kids.
avernight to the Ficld Museum.

HOTELS
Most hotels are offering speclal

Cruise combines reunion, anniversary

« Continued from Preceding Page

The food was outstanding. The 5-
year-old had enough French fries 1o
last a ‘tfetime. The assistant food
manager went out of his way'io
make dining an experlence, especlal-
ly for the vegetarians.

clarification

A May 20 atory about Maumee
Bay State Park Lodge, the newest of
Ohjo's 10 park lodges, should have
said (he park would begin taking cot-
tage reservatlons for June 1992 on
June 1 (his year. On July 1 and Aug.
1 they wlll Lake cottage reservatlons
for July and August 1992, respec-
Uvely. For information, call toll-free
(800) AT-A-PARK.

services or rates (o attract familles.
Guest Quarters Suite Hotels has
summer rates that start at $5% a
room per night In Detrolt (take the
kids and don't bother driving?) to
$129 at Walt Disney World in Flori-

da, with lots of varlatlons lo be- -

tween.

A suite hotel typically glves you a
bedroom with two double beds and a
sitting rcom with a pull-out bed,
light kitchen facilities and lounge
area, a good idea for kids. You also

a break ree and can.eq.
Joy free cockiall hour when the kids
are in the pool.

CRUISES

1f you stitl think Caribbean cruises
are for winter-bound adults, follow
the families saillog three- and four-
day cruises oul of Florida, or com-
bine a Disney vislt with a short
crujse. Several crulse lines do thls

We were fortunate to have four
days of 80-degree weather and
sunshine. Just being lazy by the pool
was great.

Off the ship we also found much to
do. In Freeport we went snorkeling
in the afternoon and saw beautiful
fish, a first-time experience for all.

- —--—-— In Nassau we wenl to Coral World

where we fed (he sting ray, saw
sharks and beauttful coral. There
was a pelting rond where the kids
were able to hold the fish. They were
fascinated. Back to the ship for
lunch.

In the afternoon we went parasalt-
ing. We had time for my grandson to
ity his kite while the others swam in
the ocean, another first. This left lt-
tle time for shopping, but everyone
found a T-shirt and a few other

comblnation, but the most popular is
'l

ere Cruise Lines,
Call World Wide Cruises, Inc. toll-
free (300) 882-9000 for the hotline In-
formatlon about famlly cruises.

DIVE CLUB MED

Scuba diving s one of the most
popular activities at Club Med Fam-
Hly Villages, where kids 412 don
ph}‘l’:ued equlpmen( under expert

Lel the kids help you plan the trip
and they. will be less likely to com-
plaln during your vacation,

Send $1 for postage and handling
to get Family Travel Guides uulo‘
from Carouss] Prexs, P.O. Box 6081,
Albany, CA 94706 They specialize in
famlly travel and thelr gmall cata-
log lists a lot of reading material you
can buy to enrich family travel

reader’s
report

--- - Evenings were relaxed. There was -
time for a show, casino and a late
night Mexican party by the N
Weather was perfect. We celebrated
our anniversary and my husband's
birthday with cake and song.

Qur souvenlr for the family was a
bright yellow T-shirt with a famlly
tree on it and each one's name be-
low.

The cruise was fantastic. Some-
thing we will always remember. I
truly hope one day we can do it
again.

l“m

DUTY

-follows-a-9-a.m:———get-them-so-come-carly-]

Monday, June 10, 1991 (P.CIOLE

(RoECIAHIC

Continued from Precedi

Are restaurants “children {riendly?” Will yon
need ? Will you travel with an Infant? (If 30,
you should tell the airline reservation agent). After you
assess anticipated vacation poeds, you are ready for
stage two:

PREPARATION

WRITE IT DOWN! Make a checklist and cross off
each jtem whea {t s packed (I Live by this rule). Essen-
tial jtems, excluding clothing, include the foliowing:

® Items for infant: Baby food/uice/formula, bot-
tles, cereal, diapers, disposable travel pads to put baby
oo whea changing diapers and Handlwipes.

® Jtems for children: Snacks (not all ts serve &
meal), gum and/or candy (for ear problems), straws.
Consider games, books or maps. The list lhould
also Include ickness plils

ot

=g

your and/or pr unu
member may need, plus upl.rln, antacld ubleu. un-
burn ointment, etc.

a flight attendant I've found that's oot always be uue
Tve been asked — more a few times —
hlve anything for my chlld to eat, (play whh

All of this sounds like a lot to remember, but it wlll
expense and headaches if you take a
!e' mlnule: to prepare, Now you're ready to go!

TRAVELIN

Families lmh mmall children are offered the option
of boarding the aircraft before others. En route to your
seats, you'll usually pass the cockpit: If the children
want to say “hi” to the pilots, by all means let them —
Just ask the flight attendant’s fon.

The lights and gadgets can by Intimidating, so don't
encourage children If they seem apprehensive. If
the pilots have time they will spend a v:vuple minutes
answering a chlld's (or your) questions . . . Don't for-
get, most of them are parents, too.

Flying is a wonderful, uninterrupted opportunity to
learn. You can’t go anywhere during the flight, so what
better time to get to know more about your children?

. looking down at

Many of these {tems may seem obvious wyw.bu(u'

Flight attendant offers
_tlps on famlly travel

Read to them, play question-and-answer games, re- .
view gwmphy vllh lhem by lnokuu at m’.

Talk 10 your children. Let te their
Imagination. You will be aumeaﬂhw

ative thoughts get. You might want to do this ex-

erclse ngeumlgouu at the world from a different

perspective gives yoa inslght into a problem. You'll be
Earth lostead of up at the aky.

1 mentioned that you should bring along snacks for
the flight. 1 can't stress this enough Because of the
unpredictable nature of air travel (weather or mechan-
ical delays), food may not be avallable when your kids
are hungry.

In fact, several flights serve pothing more than the
peanuts regardless of the time. {“*We've been u-uel.lu .
since breakfast and your alrline hasn't fed us yet .
it's 2 o'clocki™) Savvy travelers with or without chil-
dren know thissand pack accordingly: Frult, peanut-
butter crackers, popcorn, yogurt and granola bars are
]usl a small sampling of easily-packed food you can

Uner quarters are very cramped. Young children

- can get cranky. They want and peed to move around,

and because parents are also cramped, they're usually
only too happy to allow the kids their freedom. But If.
the seat belt slgn is on, {t's on for a rexson (the captain
antictpates or has reports of turbulence). Children
should be held or seated -hcn m seat belt sign is oa.

If the plane
edly mnd your child is nund!n; on the seat or playing/
sleeping on the floor, he may wind up out of your pro-

.tective grasp before you can do anything about Jt. T've

seen it happen.
COMING BOME

We all suffer from an occasional case of post-vaca-
tion blues. Children may not recognize their symptoms
as such. The “ho-humness” that can settie in when you
pull into your driveway can be alleviated by getting
back on a routine schedule quickly.

Have the children unpack bags and help wash vaca-
tlon laundry. Ease tbe tramition back into their every-
day lives by reviewing the vacation. Discuss hightights, .
‘l:’ugh about the low polnts and start planning your next

p!
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ees bike around the park, handing out tickets.

Page

Tickets are free but the lu-u people who ask for them

audience at Game Lab, beld every half hour after July
1, you have % good chance to be slimed. If chosen, you
are taken to a dressing room with your name on the
door, where they glve you a pair of baggy pants and an
orange Nickelodeon shirt to wear.

Even [f you aren't picked, you can see the Gak Kitch-
en and taste a little slime and Gak on a throwaway
stick.

1f one of you adults 13 still reading and doesn't know
what Gak and slime are, ask your kids. Slime looks like
liquld green Jello and tastes OK, but not terrifle. Gak
looks like orange pudding and tastes great. They use so
much of this stuff that they have a Gak drainage sys-
tem,

Game Lab is 2 fun half-hour for people touring the
studlo; it is not taped for television. There are four tiers
of wooden bleachers on four sides of a square. The kids

st on two of the tlers and sdults occupy the other two.

It’s a standoff and the kids always win.
A 12-year-old from New. York was the slime victim

Kids get ‘slimed’ in Florida

when I watched Game Lab. She sat in a small plastic

. swimming pool awalting the inevitable. The first time

the professor brought the slime out it was jelled too
hard and wouldn't leave the bucket. Boo. Hiss.
The second Ume the professor hrought the slime it

you-get-tickets-to-be-in-the —wastoo-dry-and-came-out-like torn- paper- Boo- Hiss He——

-finally got it right and down it came, green, goaey, pour-
ing across the child's bead, down her loug dark halr,
over the orange Nickelodeon T-shirt and onto the baggy
pants,

‘That's more tlke It! The kids screamed and clapped
and stomped their feet.

‘Warning: Your parents will probably think this is re-
ally gross, and it is. But you get to wash the slime out of
your halr and' put your own clean clothes back on, so
what do they know?

M you want o visit Nickelodeon Studios and get
slimed, you'd better have the facts, and bere they are.
You pay regular admlsslon to Universal Studios: $30.74
a day for 12 and older, $24.38 for kids 3-11.

Once you are on the grounds, all attractions are free,
including the Nickelodeon tour. Call abead if you want
to know what is being filmed the day of your visit. For
more informatlon, call Universal Studios at (407) 383-
8000. Ask to hear the Nickelodeon recording of the day's
events.

Alluon Geant

» -as Julie'fdrdan
and John Devorski

as Blly Bigelow.

Cruise 5— FREE
Easter- S TO CANADA -
ter .l 992 LIQUE';A'VCEILGEAHHETTES « PERFUME
Royal Caribbeans BEER - GIFTS Ngls:rmz.?ggo EXCHANGE
New Y 7 AM. - 11 P.M. : . 3 - -
“Monarch of the Scas” |y EENEVERY ,g,;RgA% o dion Tickets / Accommodation Promotianl support provided by
April 19, 1992 PORT HU O O Y MICHIGAN (313) 964-4668 R RomeTown )
rBock Nowt | LIQUOR SOLD ON SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS or-Tong distance (519) 273-1600 T g e Wm“ & Ereentric
Calt CIGARETTES from $7.25 carton « UQUOR from $6.00 40 oz. . .
OnlyBy ‘o FOR INFORMATION CALL: 39th ON 1 APRIL 29 to NOV , STRATE , CANAD!
s . -
6459900 om,g,'w (313).987-7830 - (906) 635-5031 »




