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Travel for tykes is
company's mission

Rascals in Paradise, I Jove that name. I
have occasiopally threatened to send my kids
i} to paradise during a summer vacation, some-
.} timestoa hotter destinatlon, .

- I called the toll-free number that goes with
| that great name and got one of the founders;

71 Deborzh Baratts, in San Francisco, Debble
~{" and Theresa Detchemendy both worked in the
| tour wholesale business for a dozen years be- -
| forethey started travellng with kids of thelr -
-{ ownand learned the terrible truth.

N Traveling with kids requires a little ex-
periise. They comblned thelr travel and
parental experience when they decided that
parents “need somebody to sort out the vast
array of options avallable for familics.”

‘They produce guides, set up special weeks
at certain resorts for families and organize
exotic family tours. A safari In Kenya, for ex-
ample. . R

“FAMILIES DON'T need us to plan a trip to
Disney World or Club Med, because they can
get that informatlon at any travet agency. But
if they want something different, we have it.”

Who pays? Debbie and Theresa are regular
travel agents earning commisstons from re-
sorts and hotels, so thelr services are free.

“However, they charge a consulting fee if you
want them to rescarch a house In Franee for a
menth or wmeuﬂng clse that Is not commls-
slonable,

eyl n-commcmi a resort for famllies
any llme, but alsa arrange speclfic weeks at
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Kids get

8y Iris Ssnderson Jones
special writer

‘slimed’ at
Florida park

Nickelodeon cable network.

three parts.
There Is gentle fun for little kids;

who know all about Gak and love to be slimed.

York Clty office.

vorite programs.

Can yon eat the Gak on Double Dare? Can you name the
dragen on Eureeka’s Castle? Have you ever been slimed?

. If you can't answer these questions, you are more than 15
years old, have no children at home and don't watch the *

You can still tour the Nickelodeon Shidios In Orlnndu, Fla,
but only If you are accompanled by a child age 2-15. Adults
can watch the shows belng filmed and participate in the.
insanity of Game Lab, but only the kids can get alimed.

Nickelodeon celebrated its 12th birthday as a children’s
teleyision nelwork this year, which makes It about the same
age as most of its viewers, The cable company’s brief carly
attempt to uplift and educate children met with the scomn of
klds nationwide, so now the program schedule is dlvided into

'603 sitcoms for kids to
watch with thelr parents during “Nick at Nite” time; and
berserk gross-out humor for the after-school crowd, kids

| 1 dad wans to know whou uuuu:hu. ceu h.im um
schoo! tcncher, hasa mund | desk and lots of |llme in her New

She taught at poor schools and rich schools before taking
- time off to ralse her'owi tiwo sons and found justhowbad ~
daytime television was. That's when she started dcveloplng .
orlginal programs under state arts council grant
‘When she joined Nickelodeon 11 years ago, nobody told
her what to do so she tricd everything, including “Things
You Can't Do On Television,” the name of one of Nick's la-

Gerry celcbrated Nickelodeon's 10th birthday by opening
@ working studio on Universa) Studlos' grounds in Orlando,
where lhey tape TV shows and issue daily television reports
from the blue-and-orange studio bullding. The studio Is easy
10 find, because of the giant Green Slime Geyser that sanda

__ ] _3pecific resorts as family wecks and send an

. escort along toorganize clilldren’s
11 its in Mexlco, for cxample, the kids can vleL
a tortilla factory or Mayan rulns.

Rascals in Paradise also produces free
guides. Call for their free catalog or a gulde
on a specific destinatlon or tour, They orga-
nize family reunlons, grandparent trips, ev-
erything to do with familles,

This is definltely not economy travel, but if
you want to explore a 15-night African safa i
($2,495 per adult, $1,725 per child 5-16 years
old), or a cottage in the Abacos for $500 and *
up, call (800) U] RASCMS and see what you
- get.

" FAMILY FAlnE

Anather tour group claiming family travel
experitse opened last year In North Holly-
wood, Callf. Family Falre offers hotels and
condomlniums In Callfornia, Nevada and Ha-
wall, each selected on the basis of family
™ . Get your Family Faire fun guide by
calllng tol)-frec (800) 677-4FUN.

GRANDTRAVEL

Grandparents love ta spoll the kids and then
send them home. If you'd rather spend some
ravel time with your grandchlldren, explore
a tour group called Grandtravel that offers
trips ranglng from a 15-day Alaska wilderness
adventure ($5,000 each) to a 10-day tour of
Catlfornla for half that price.

Grandtravel and Hllton Hotels also offer
week-long trips to Manhattan for $2,275 per
person, double occupancy: July 7-14 for
grandehlldren 12-17; July 21-28 for kids 7-11,

MIDWEST KID NEWS
& A children's midget auto was recently
added to the Studebaker Natlonal Museum’s
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Flight attendant offers
tips on family travel

“Joyce Haker of Farmington Hills is a
-west Airlines flight attendant who occasionally
“shares her travel expertise with us.

By Joyce Baker
spoclal writor

The popular movie “Home Alone” features
young boy whose parents accidentally left him al
home when they went on vacation. That may be a
parent’s nightmare and a child’s fantasy (or is it v
versa?), but it requires a stretch of the Imngimllon
to.be believable, it was, however, an amusing con-
cept. )

* You may never go that far, but there are some
things many parents leave behlnd, things that could
help make the travellng part of your (rip casier for
you and more fun for the children.

© Whether you arc vlsiting grandma or Mickey
Mouse, traveling with children requires more” than
packing bags and leaving. There arc four stages to
any trip; Planning, preparation, travellng and com-
ing home,

PLANNING

What are the specifics of the trip? Weather, loca-
tion {beach; mountalns, etc.), length of stay, accom-
modatlon needs (hotel, cabin, time-share apartment)
are a few examples. Consider possible activitiea for
the children.

Ploasa furn to next pago

fect high and 25 feet wide.

and prepare to walk a Jot.

Family Double Dare” and “Think Fast.”

“the’ planet’s only known source of slime” up in a fountain 17

‘You might have to stand in line an hour for the tour, or
any other popular attraction at Universal Studios on a busy
day in high scason, but at least you line up in the shade. It's
hot in Florida in the summer, so wear your coolest clathes

A Nickelodeon gulde takes you up the stairs and along
corrldors called “'tubes,” where you can look down through
glass to the sets of your favorite shows. They tape shows llke *
“Eurceka’s Castle, Welcome Freshman, Make the Grade,

1f you want to participate in Game Labs, or be in the
studio audience for any of the shows, ask about Nickelodeon
tickets at the theme park entrance; sometimes Nick employ-
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Small fry visitors to Nick-

elodeon Studios in Florl-
da will find themsaslves
facing the business end
of a slime-filled bucket
(above), If they're among
the chosen few attending

the event celled Game
Lab, At left, kids mug for
the camera outside the
main gate to Nick's stu-
dios.

Reunion, 40th anniversary
combined on cruise ship

Luba and Allan Gnmdu of West Bloomficld
were looking for a way ta celebrate their 40th
toedding anniversary, as well as Allan's 60th
birthday, with their children, They have four
sons, two of them married, andjuvc grand-
children. They chose a short cruise aboard
the Fantasy, Here is their story:

By Luba Grundy
apoclal writor

‘¢ needed accommodations for 13 people,

wllh something for everyone to enjoy and a res-
taurant where 13 pcoplc could sit together and
find food to each one’s 1iking. Our oldest son, wife

clded the b(:t for us was a cruise. After much
rescarch we declded on the Carnival Lines Fan-
tasy for a four-day trip.

° We made invitations and malled them (o our
sons and famllies. When we all met on board,
secing each other, we knew we had made the
right deciston. We had four cabins close to one
another,

Allan and I made bags of goodies for each cab- -

In and topped them off with bags of confetti. As
we sailed out of port we all threw confetth over-
board and at cach other. The good times began.

O the ship there was plenty to do. The
younger ones, age 5, 7, 9, 9 and 11, loved the blg
pool and slide, the whirlpool, ping pong, sauna,
shuffleboard And video games.

and two chlldren are strict We de-
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Luba and Altsn Grundy took a family reunion Caribbean cruise
to celebrate thelr 40th anniversary. From left, son Leon Grundy,
son Jefiréy Qrundy, Allan GQrundy, Luba Grundy, son Bruce
Grundy and son-in-!aw Mukia Khalsa,



