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MOVING PICTURES

Looking for adventure and freedom from thelr

high-pressure careers, Bruno Kirby {from lett), ers.

boys on a week-tong catile drive In “City Slick-

‘City Slickers’ has cure

An uccllenl. comic, unique ap-

id-life crises surfaces in

“City’ 13" (A, PG-13, 108 min-

ates), &0 'unusual buddy-ﬂlm which

ll\ould solve everyone’s problems,

- ‘just those approaching 40,
I.Augbter is good medicine.

Mitch Robbins (Billy Crystal), Phil
Berquist (Daniel Stern) and Ed Furll-
1o’ (Bruno Kirby) are the buddies I.n
this case — three friends facing mi:

“dle age with less than pmvuhhl

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

"DIN Rules” (F‘. NC-17, 87 min-

Ol(emivo Andrew Dice Clay pres-

entation lacks style, humor, taste or
any other positive characteristic.

“Drop* Dead Fred” (B+, PG-13,
100 minutes).

Even If you dldn t have an imagl-

Grading the movies

nary friend, you'll- enjoy
Rik Mayall in the title Tole.
“The Flve Heartbeats” (A-, R).
Good entertalnment and excellent

40th birthday, the three joln a cattle
drive. No, this is not a dude ranch,
thls {3 a real cattle drive.

The happy, tongue-in-cheek ap-
proach to this unlikely scenario,
along with excellent performances
by all concerned, works very well.
The vitimate touch, however, is Jack
Palance playlng Jack Palance as
only he can. He's Curly, boss of the
cattle drive, the roughest, toughest,
quletest hombre the west has ever
seen.

THE PLAY between this taciturn

cowboy and Crystal's garrulous city-
slickér is the ultimate wry joke.

1t’s not necessary here to describe
how the three solve thefr mld-life
traumas. Suiflce it to note that “City
Slickers” ride the trail everyone
should take to maturity, So get on
down to your local corral, pedners.

Once agaln Spike Lee manages to
stir audlence emollons with his lat-
est release, “Jungle Fever” (B+, R,
125 mingtes), deallng with the trau-
mas of an inter-racial love affair In
particular and race rclations in
America in general, .

Flipper Purlly (Wesley Shipes) is
sort of a New Age yupple from Har-

lem, complete with the loving devo-:

tion of bis wife, Drew (Lonetle
McKee) and (heir daughter. That's
the motivation be needs to succeed.
His new sccretary, Angle Tucct
(Annabella Sciorra), from a tradi-

there's the usual onslaught of mind-
less movle entertalnment to satisfy
restiess teens: [reed from the bond-
age of homecwork. The first such
movie of the summer this year Is
“Don’t Tell Mom the

‘Magle, Birmingham.
* for [nformation. ($8, $3.50 twilight;

| ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

..Alternatlve fllms flounsh

during long, hot summer

By John Monaghan
speclal writer

Alternative film fans usually greet
the summer - months with dread.
When the Detroit Film Theatre takes
is custor
from May through August, we are
usually at the mercy of Hollywood
blockbusters like *Hudson Hawk™

- and "Rocketeer.”

Not 50 this summer,

‘The Fox Theatre recently unvelled
its summer lineup, again making
presentation of vintage flims Into a
major event. For starters, the movie
palace, along with the DFT and De-
trolt Symphony Orchestra, will pres-

warm weather- hiatus .

ent the sllent silent classic “Robln
Hood" (1922) on Aug. 1-4.
‘The Fox also will present the 50th

Helghts s ready to plck up Any
slack, In recent weeks, the the
bas devoted one of ts screens |.u ol-

Y of “Citizen
Kane” (mxy on June 20-30 and new-
ly restored 70mm- print of Stanley
Kubrick's “Spartacus™ (1980) In .lu!y
314, ning night for Sy

will benelit the DFT with uckeu for
all Fox fiims priced at $10.

screens,
with “Daddy Nostalgia® as the latest
addition. There has been talk, how-
ever, that Lhe theater wlill book more
mainstream films (his summer.

THE STAR John R in Madlson

'SCREEN SCENE

film fare, though the film
cholces have been weak and audienc-
es haven't been showlng,

yland, ldverlhln( manager
for the Grand Raplds-based Sur
Theatre chain, admits that the films
need better promotion.

“Still, I feel confident that there
are enough people to support anoth-
er screen showlng art films,” she
sald,

The Magic Bag Theatre Cafe in

Ferndale devotcs most of its nights:

Please turn to Page 4.

' HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13871 Michigan Ave.,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330 for informa-

———tlmr(h-ee

“No, My Darling Daughter” (Brit-
— 1981), 7 p.m., June 10, A rich
teenage tomboy rebels against the
soclal graces until she finds herself
tamed by love, Starring Juliet Mills
and Michael Redgrave. .

* LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and
Middlebelt roads, Livonia. Call 476-
1168 {or information. (free)

“Lust for Life" (USA — 1958), 10
a.m. June ‘11, Kirk Douglas plays
Vincent ' Van Gogh ' with amaring
depth and power in this wide screen
masterplece. Vinceate Minnelli di-
rected the fllm that traces the trou-
bled artist from his early days
preaching In a coal mining commu-
nity to madness as an artist. With
Anthony Quinn as Gaugls. Shown In
CinemaScope and luscious "50s color.

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W.
. Call 855-9090

call for show times)

“Impromptu” (Britain — 1990),
‘The rvelationship between female
French novelist George Sand and

utes),

Poorly structured plot detracts
from excellent performances by
Demi Moore and Glenne Headly as
New Jersey beauticlans,

“New Jack City" (B-, R).

‘Falrly well done, inner-clty drug

Dead” (C, PG-13, 95 mlinutes), stnr-
ring Christina Applegate of *Mar-
rled. . | With Chlldren” fame.

She's Sue Ellen “Swell” Crandall,
whose summer begins witk every
teenage girl's dream ~ her divorced
mother Is leaving the country for
two months. Unfortunately, her vi-
slons of 60 days of true freedom are
shattered by the babysitter's arrival.

Mrs. Sturak (Eda Relss Merin} has
been blred to watch Swell and her
motley crew of slblings. She’s a
tryannical, drill master siercotype

and not at all well-received. Her -

death (by natural causcs} is not
mourned elther and, as soon as they
discretely rid themslves of their Hie-
less babysltler, the kids are ready
for a terrlflc summer.

Much to thelr chagrin, however,

_ ..they.soon discover Lhat the money-

for summer living expenses was dls-
posed of with Mrs. Sturak's body, so
they're thrust into the “real” world
and forced to fend for themselves.,
“Don’t Tell Mom the Babysltter's
Dead” doesn’t have dreams of gran-
deur, nor does it achicve distinetlon.
The plot Is predictable, the charac-

tional Itallan-American
may not be the “woman of colcr" he
requesied but after a few nights
working late and sharing dlnner,
Flipper refines his attitude and an
atfair develops.

Flipper’s guilt — and the {riend to
whom he confides ~— betray him and
Drew throws him out In addition to
adultry, Angle’s blue-collar father
has some pretty strong ideas about
inter-ractal associations of this sort
&nd he, too, throws her out. Cut loose

ters often ypleal and the act-
ing mediocre. It's a mildly entertain-
Ing film with a few laughs but stay-
Ing home and watching a video may
not be a terrible altermative. (Re~
viewed by Brian Dunn).
“Kickboxer 2" (@, R) is more of
the same as only the number has
been changed to protect innocent
martial artlsts.
STILL PLAYING:

from all famlly
and Angle move In together.

" Excellést™” performances by ~all
concerned, Including Anthony Quinn,
Ozsie Davis, Ruby Dee and John Tur-
turro plus sharp wriling and direct-
ing by Splke Lee add up to an enter-
taining and

Flipper -
* perfect

Lou Diamond Phillips, writing the
thriller, " tinds “himselt -
trapped in the mind of 2 murderer.
*Backdraft" (C-, R, 130 minutes),
Dizappointing, cornball, cliched
story of two brothers, both Chlcago

of raclal relatlons In the United
States. (Reviewed by Kevin Shi-
moura.)

SUMMER I8 upon us, and along
with hot days and pool parties,

’

flr

“Dances With Wolves” (A, PG-13,
180 minutes). .

Kevin Costner's magnlficent ode
to brotherhood and brutality on
Amerlca’s western frontler during
and after the Clvil War.

Bang and
“Qaly the Lonely" (B PG-IS 105
minutes).

John Candy s & nlce-guy Chicago
cop who llves with his mother (Mau-
reen O'Hara) and falls in love with
Ally Sheedy.

“Oscar" (D-, PG, 105 minutes).

Stallone’s performance ruins a
lerrible script.

'Out far Justice” (*, R).

Macho-man Steven Scagal Is a
tough cop.

“A Rage in Harlem” (C+, R, 110
minutes).

Just too much packed Into this
star-studded romantie, comic, ad-
venture of southern gold In Harlem
with all the greedy folks out In force.

Please turn 10 Page 4

Frederic Chopln. Is re-

ted in-this witty, slightly irre-

verént romantic comedy, The most
fascinating twist 1a how the very

masculine Sand (wonderfully pluyed

by Judy Davls) relentlessly pursues

frai] Chopln.

Ty, Madly, Deeply”. (Britain
991):

"Ghos * this British fantasy fins a
widow atill mourning her dead hus-
band, surprised when he returns as

an apparition.

“Daddy Nostalgla" (USA — 1991).
Director Bertrand Tavernler (“Sun-
day In the Country”) plots this story

of a screenwriter who es reac-
quainted with her alling father (Dirk
Bogarde) after a long rift between
them,

~- MICHIGAN THEATRE, 18301 E.
Liberty, Ann.Arbor. Call 869-8397
for information. (§5, $4 students and
senfor citizens)

“Taxi Blues” (USSR/France. —
1980), through June 12 {call for show
times). The relationshlp between a
Moscow taxi driver and an alcoholic
Jewish musiclan Is recounted in this

* controveraial Soviet film. -
“Raglng Bull’ (USA — 1980), 7:15

pm. June 12, Robert DeNlro plays
boxer Jake LaMotta who grows
from a lean young fighting machlne
into an overweight nightclub enter-
“talner. This is the legendary picture
where DeNlro {in an Academy
Award-winning performance) galned
40 pounds in order to poriray the
role more effectlvely. A treat In
wide screen and black and white. Di-
rected my Martln Scorsese. Contlnu-

VIDEO VIEWING

ing a monthlong tribute to the her-
alded actor,

“The Sheltering Sky” (USA —
times). Bernardo Bertoluccei directed
this impossible adaptation of Paul
Bowles' novel about an American
composer (John Malkovich) and hls
wife (Deborah Winger) who set off
:on; or:x-ru)le parts of the globe in the

“Raversal of Fortune” (USA -
1990), 9:35 p.m. June 14 and 7 p.m.
JUge 15, The seasationalized von Bu-
low case, in which an aristocrat
(Jeremy Irons) was accused of mur-
dering bis wife (Glean Close) through -
fatal Injections of.insulln, comes lo
the screen through the less of talent-
ed director Barbet Schroeder. Sur-
rounded by such amazing perfor-
mances, Ron Silver pales I compar-
ison as the defending lawyer.

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360
Lahser, Detrolt. Call 537-2560 for in-
formation. ($2.50) -.°

“Take Me Out to the Ball Game,"
(USA — 1949), 8 p.m. June 14-15. A
turn-of-the-century musical about a
baseball team taken over by a beau-
tiul woman (Esther Williams).
Sparks fly with some of the players,
cspecially Gene: Kelly and Frank
Slnatra, who alng and dance through
lively musical numbers penned by
Adolph Green and directed by Busby -
Berkeley. .
- John Monagahan

By Dan Greenberg
special writer

about an jnnocent man facing execu-
tlon for a murder he didn't commit,

A number of recent, major motion
pletures highlight videocassette re-
leases for the first part of June.
Leading the list is “Mr, and Mrx,
Bridge™ (1890, PG-13, color, 127

. minutes) with Joanne Woodward and

Paul Newman in the title roles, She
received a best actress nominatton
from the Academy for her role
one of 1990'a better films.

Another film with Oscar-winning
ladies was less successful and not
ncarly as good but it’s always fun to
walch Shirley McLalne and Meryl
Streep work. “Posteards From the
Edge™ (1990, R, color, 101 minptes),
the Debble Reymel rrie Flsher
story, Is somewhal scattered and
overly melodramatic.

Another fllm with Oscar nomina-
tlons, “Green Card” (1990, PG-13,
color, 107 minotes) stars Gerard De-
pardleu. From one big guy to anoth.
er, Schwarzenegger's “Kindergarten
Cop™ (1990, PG-13, color, 111 min-
utes) heads MCA/Unlversal's list of
June Jaser dise releases,

Other laser discs avallable June
13 Include an Interesting thriller

DITROTT » WININOR”|

JUNE 21-JULY 4, 1991 =
HART PLAZA HIGHLIGHTS

June 24-27:  Southwast Aidines Hart Boat Games
June 28: Red, White & Blues Entertainment
Hudson's Freedom Festival Fireworks
June 29: Salute to Desert Storm Troops
. loslobos
June 30: Fosh Bash Dash

McDonald's/MSU Mussum Gospelfest
24-Hour Festival Hotliine 313-857-0311
\A

WW.J NEWSRADIO 95

Official Radio Station
Hart Beat Games/intarnational Frasdom Festival

Has to Shoot the Pie-
ture” (1890, R, color, 104 minates).

“DESTRY RIDES Agaln” (1919,
NR, black and white, 94 minutes) is
of particular interest among the
laser releases this week. One of the
lop westerns from Hollywood's
Golden Age, “Destry Rldes Again™
stars Marlene Dietrich, Jimmy
Stewart and a host of other stars.

But the largest group of home vi-
deo releases this week are pointed at
the youth market with distributors
cranking up to entertain the kids as
they stream out of school for the
summer,

Jack London's “White Fang”
(1990, PG, color, 109 minutes) from
Disney Is a good cholce. Maybe it
will stimulate kids to rend Jack Lon-

PRIX-HISTORIC!

The Valvoline Detroit Grand Prix
10th Anniversary

"REDUCED
TICKET PRICES

To celcbrate the 10th Anniversary of
Detroit’s most exciling entertainment,
ticket prices have been reduced! .

don, a great way to spend the sum-

mer.

DLmey also has a major promw
tion with a Pluto hand-puppet and
slx new releases to add to its 65 ani-
mated titles in six diiferent pro-
gramming categories, That ought to
keep the kids off the streets and out
of trouble.

Those slx categories are mini clas-
sics, “The New Adventures of Winnie
the Pooh,” cartoon classics, “Duck-
Tales,” sing-along songs and “Chip 'n
Dale Rescue Rangers.”

Leading the list of slx new re-
lcases Is Lhe “Prince and the
Pauper"” (1990, G, color, 24 minates)
which was recently playing theaters
along wlith “The Rescuers Down Un-
der.” This Is the first Disney animat-
ed flim to be released directly to vi-
deo from theaters.

Also this year, one-
day grandstand tickets
are available,

JUNE 14

Va, /i/o//)

15
FRIDAY IS HUDSON'S FREE-PRIX DAY

For more information, or to ch
TICK T,

CARTY PoCEEs

DETROIT
G R A

MR
16 « 199

by phone, call 2597749
AT

HUDSON'S HARMONY HOUSE & SOUND WAREHOUSE
CALL-FOR-TIX {313) 6456666

Briteis (suanid

PRS- O P O

{U:
— Compared—favorably - to—1990); through-June-20 (call-for show—



