STREET BEATS

By Larry 0'Connor
staff writer |

Gangsters:
They want
to have fun

‘The fun is still in Gangster Fun.
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The band has In size to nine

Singer John Bunkley was reminded of a burning ska
show in the band's Infancy four years ago at the Ham-
tramek Pub, which Included an encore and the audi-

dmmrner Brian

“It's funny; you would think because we are older
things would bave calmed down by now,” said Bunk.
ley, whose band performs Sunday at the Majestic The-
atre, “Actually, things bave become wilder,”

Gangster Fun, with thelr ska-Inspired zaniness, have
always brought a certaln electricity to live perfor-
mances, In the beginning, that could easily been attrib-

cross-country tour
the cynical side of
Gangster Fun to emerge. Or at least a lln.ln bumout.
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One number, “Bank of Love,” Is a

“I'm a sociology major; I have to
said Bunkley Jaughing.

and talent.

gmwn
members include xulurbt Dave Minnick of Center-
Josh

Line,

mln of Southfleld, bmln Ron Hil of Detrolt, trom-
bonist Rol Cogswell of Ann Arbor, saxophonist

- Chris- Minnick of Centeriine and keyboard player-Andy——
Birko of Livenla. They joln chief songwritera Bunkley

ALSO, GANGSTER FUN will release ‘thelr second
LP, “Time Fliea When You're Gangster Fun,” on Moon
Records in New York. Tentative release s scheduled

The effort is the long-awalted follow-up to “Come
See, Come Ska," the band's debut LP released two
years ago. All 4,000 coples of that release sold out.
have recelved leters from as far
away as England, Germany and even the Philippines
from those who have listened to the group's first

The 'ne\v 11-song cffort was recorded at the Disc

on even better distributlon from Moon Records, a ska
Iabel started by Toasters member Bucket lllnclzy In

will feature the usual somewhat obscure, somewhat
skewed life-as-seen-through-John-Bunkley's-eyes lyr-

who breaks into a sperm bank and mixes up all the
deposits In order to create onc “gray” race. The song
makes a statement about radial unity.

Also, If anything, the song reveals the bubbling caul-
dron of creativity that sets Gangster Fun apart from
other purveyors of the blue beat sound. Bunkley wrote
all the lyrics for the songs while David Minnlck and
Bowle collaborate on the the skittering dance music.

GANGSTER FUN has never been about fashion.
Whereas other ska bands adhere to the rude boy uni-
form of black sults, white socks or Doc Marten shoes,
the group instead has chosen to rely on Indlviduality

ver-

“Is that nine?," asked Bunkley after listing hls band-

band Is counting

the new release

tale about a guy

read this stuff,”
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SEEINS THE Stow.

When:

charga,
Where:

who: . .
Gangstor Fun appaating with Tho Skatalites.

Sunday, Juno 16. Doors open at 9:00 p.m.
-Tickots are $10 at the door. Thore is a $5 cover

Majostic Theatra Contro, 4140 Woodward, Datroil.
Call 833-9700 for mora information.

ing high on a wave of luccen.

Four years aﬂergsﬂlng started singing ska-inspired mu-lc at p!u:e- like lhu
Hamtramck Pub, Joh n

y and his

Fun sre rid-

REVIEWS

MIGHTY LIKE
AROSE
— Elvis Costello

It's hard to belleve this guy once
..made an album called ‘Get Happy!"

“Mighty Like a Rose™ is about as .
far from happy as it gets. The happl-
est lyrics contalned within are
“You're stlll so young/You haven't
earmed the wunnw/'l'hal sounds so
jaded on your tongue.”

But Elvis Costello, rock's reigning
Iyrical genius, knows that pain is the
writer's greatest weapon, As usual,
the complex imagery and various
verbal concoctions on hls latest re-
fease are unparalleled.

The record beglns with the single,
“The Other Slde of Summer,"” an in-
fectlous, summery pop song replete
with Beach Boylsh falsetto harmo-
nles. But the lyrics are a menageric
of disturblng Images, right from the
opening, “The sun struggles vp an-
other beautiful day/And [ feel glad
in my own susplelous way,"” No tales
of little old ladles or Callfornla girls
In this tune,

.. Other songs smack of bitterncss

and frustration, and biting sarcasm,
a Costelto trademark. His sights are
trained on his world of nine-to-flve
in “How to be Dumb.” The dramatic
chorus with Its majestic keyboards
hasrkens back to “Like a Rolling
Stone,” only the cruclal question has
changed from “How does it feel to be
on your own” o “Don't you know
how to be dumb?”

Especially emotlonal is the bril-
liant “S4 Like Candy," co-written

with Paul McCartney and stamped
with that same “For NoOne" brand
of helplessness. The stark arrange-
ment of this song, as well as the
Spanish-infloenced “After the Fall*
and the haunting “Broken,” em-
phasizes the bleak themes presented.

The album has Its up moments
musically. “Flayboy te a Man,” an-
other McCartney collaboratlon, Is a
rocker In true Attractions tradition.

The closing song, “Couldn’t Call It
Unexpected No. 4, plods along with
a seml-polka beat that belles the ter-
rilying lmages portrayed. It acts as
a lyrical apocalypse in the context of
the album, ending with the chilling
couplet, “Please don't let me lear
anything I cannot explain/I can't be-
lieve I'll never believe In anything

-agaln.”

— John Cortez

CEREAL KILLERS
— Too Much Joy

No sophomore jinx here.

“Cereal Killers,” the newest al-
bum from those irascible lads from
Scarsdale, N.Y,, is every bit as sar-
castic, Intedligent, and freshas their
debut from last year, “Son of Sam |
Am.”

1f anything. Cereal Killers Is more
balanced than the group's last cffort,
building on all the groups strengths
~— catchy tyrics and music, wit and a
cavalier approach to life — while re-
taining the trademark wry Insight.

“King of Beers”™ about being
young, getting drunk and hoping to-
mocrrow morning and {ts accompa-
nying hangover doesn't come is a
good example of Too Much Joy's
bold mix of wry humor and social
observation.

At one point, the group reminds us
what being 18 (21 [n Mtchigan), hang-
ing out In bars and living for the
moment Is all about: “Gonna feel
like helt tomorrow/sa I won't go to
sleep tonlght/Na nana na na na sor-

“raw/everything's gonna be alright/1

am iavincible/{ have no fear/1 am
benevelent/I am the king of beers./
But then, with the insight that
comes with experience, Too Much
Joy relates: "1 love all my [riends /1
wish they would go away/I say stu.
pid things/Forgotten them all by
Monday/Please don't remind me/A
man's bar is his castle/And this stool
Is my throne/Why am 1 such ana—
¢/why'am I here alone?” There's ob-

IN CONCERT

Souf will perform
June 10, n:udu Cale, $11 m
Arbor. Por information, call 996-2747.

wnnm«wu'rmmwnm
| PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM BAND

day, Jupe 10, at Alvin's, $756 Casm, acrom
from Wsyne State University, Detroit
For Iaformation, call 833-2355.

INGDOM
Kingdom will perform Tuesday,
June 1), at Rlek's Cale, 613 Church, Ann
Arboc, For information, call 996-3747.

. @ DONHENLEY

Don Henley will perform with guests,

Snunm Hum. Toesday, June 11, st The
Kool Musie Theatre, I.75 and

Sn.habl' Road, Clarkston. Tickets are

$18 pavilion and $21 lawn. For Informa.

tion, call 377-8200.

® REPUTATIONS

tatlons will perform Wednesday,
June 13, at St. Andrew's Hall, 431 r_c»-
gress, it. For information, call 961-
MELT.

® LUNA PARK

Luna Park will performn Wednesday,
June 12, a1 the Blind Pig. 208 S. Flnl,
Ann Atbor, For Information, call 996-
3555,

® BOURGOIBE
Bourgoise will perform Wednesday,

—dune-t2;wt-Rick's Cafe$,

Arbor, For information, call 9962747,

Mal 'rrund will perform with guests,

trol, Thursday, June 13, at the Blind

Pll 208 5. First, Ann Arbor. For lafor-
matlon, call $96-8555.

® Jun MowxEYS
orm Thursday,

will perf
Py 13, at Lili's, 2930 Jacob, Ham-
tramek. For Information, calt 875-8553.

@ IMITATION OF LIFE

Imltation’ of Life will perform with
guests, Jimmy Booes L the Gra-
verohbers, Thursday, June 13, at Alvin's,
5756 Casy, across from Wayne State Usni-
verslty, Detrolt. For information, call
8322355,

® KEW RIDDIM .

New Riddim will perform Thursday,
June 13, at Rick's Cafe, 811 Church, An
Arbor. For information, call $96-2747.

@ WILD KINGDOM
Wild Kingdorn wlill perform Thursday,
June 13, at Cross Street Station, 511 W,

485-5050.

® SPEAXER'S CORNER

Speakers Corner will perform Friday,
June 14, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2042
Cantli, off -75, Hamtramek. For lnfor-
mation, call $63-3829,

® EARTH COMMUNITY CONCERT
Earth Community Concert will take
place 7:30 Fnday. Juae ¢, n mc Nm
west  Unitaria
23925 hoﬂh'sﬂm “llh'l’, bel'tcn
Nine Mile and 10 Mile roads, Southfield.
Performers Include: Boanle Shanbarm,
folk; Jason Kohser, poetry; Leah Smith,
performance art; Harvest Mooo, folk
tock; Sirange Bedfellows with Missy Glb-
. son, original rock; Roberto Warren
Sings of Life, electronic world muslc, md
Magickal illumlnations by Circle of
Light. Admixsion is $35. Proceeds benellt
‘The Rainbow Gathering. a natfonal alter-
native camp-out and festival of We. For
Information, cali $48-7235 or 541-8853.

@ BIG DAVE & THE ULTRASONICS

Big Dave & the Ultrasoalcs will per-
form Friday, June 14, at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, across from Wayne State Uaiversl-
ty, Detrojt. For information. call 832.
2355,

® CIVILIANS
Civilians will perform Friday, June 14,
on the Boble Moontight Crulse. The cruise

departs the Detrolt dock 11 p.m. and re-
turas t am. For lnformation, call 843-
0700 or 843-3800.

® CHISEL BROS,

Chisel Bros. wilt perform Friday-Sat.
urday, June 14-15, at Moby Dicks, 5452
Schacter; Detroit. For information. call
$21-3630.

® SOUTHGOING ZAX

Southgoing Zak will perform Friday,
June 14, a1 Majestic Music Theatre, 4140
Woodward, Detroit. Cover is $4. For In-
formation, call 833-9700,

© ASSEMBLY REQUIRED

Assembly Required will
day. June 14, at the Blind m_ 208 s
First, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
996-8355,

viously more to all this ll\m getting
drunk and lallmg down.

“Good K: “Pirates," "Grama-
tam” and “Thanksgiving in Reno,”
which present ideas ranging from
being bored with everyday existence
to the screwing over of Native
Americans, are just some notewor-

. thy cuts

1t would be a cnuquc faux pas to
not mention .“Long Haired Guys
From England,” aboul guys who
can't get girls cuz they aren't all In
foreign rock bands so let's go over

~“there-and ‘get some English babes,

and the simply titled “Theme Song,"”
pcrhaps the best theme song since
“The Monkees Theme™ (thls re-
viewer is probably risking life and
limb for mentioning the Monkees
and Too Much Jay In the same sen-
tence and hopes this never gets back
10 the band).

Run, don’t walk, 10 your nearcst

““tocord store.

— Gerald Fra wiey

® JOANNA CONNCR

Joanna Coanor will perform Friday,
June 14. at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For information, call #98-2747.

® JAX MYTH
Jax Myth will perform Friday, June

LOCAL

Cross, Ypsllaoti. For informatlen, cal)

14, at Cross Street Siatioa, $11 W. Cross,
‘Ypeilantl. For information, call 485-5050.

® BUGS BEDDOW .

Bogs Boeddow will perform Friday,
Juneu at the Other Eod Lounge, 5855
Monroe, ‘nylot. For ln!nmum cal)

' 2785340,

® GRADY HAZY .
Grady Hazxy will perform Friday, June

14, at Paycheck's Lounge, 2932 Canlff,

Hamtramek. For Information, call 874-

fuest, y,
the Hamtramek Pub, 2043 Caallf, off I-
75. For Information, call 365-3829.

® KEW BARBITUATES

New Barbltuates will perform PMIL
Juse 14, at Lill's, 2830 Jacod, -
tramck. For informatfon, call nwss

& MAJEBTY CRUSH :
Majesty Crush will perform with
gueats, Sleepyhead and Slot, Friday, June
14, at Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward, De-
troit. For laformation, call 831-8070.

® JOMNNY 'YARD DOG' JONES

 Johnny “Yard Dog” Jeves will perform
Friday, June 14, at the Attic Bar, 11667
Jos Cammpay, Hamiramck For informa;,
tlon, call 3654194, X

-@ MIRROR MIRROR

Mirror Mimror will perform with
-Stand

15, at Exit Club, 12 Mile and Joha R.
Madison Heights. For informatlon, calt
5441298,

® ANKE BEDAVIS *
Anse Be Davls will perform

Juse 13, ILIMBHMPSLIOS t

For informatiosi, un 99

Ann Arbor.
8555.
® SAXOPHONIST STEVE LACY & HIS
SEXTET
Sax Steve Lacy & His Sextct

will perform Saturday, June 15, at Al-
“vin's, 5756 Cass, across from Wayne State
University, Detroit. For information, call
£32-2333,

# DOG BWING
:m Swing will perform with guests,)
Saturday, ‘June 15, at thi?
H.\mlnmcl Pub, 2042 Caniff, off IT\' N
For information, call 365-3829.

® DIFFERENCE .
Ditference will bave s record release
party wlih guests, Teddy White, Satur-

dny. June 15, at S1. Andrew's Hall, 431 E.

Congreas, Detroit. For informatloa, eall

§61-MELT.

® GEORGE BEDARD AND THE
KINGPINS

George Bedard and the Kingpiny will
perform Saturday, June 15, at Rick's
Cafe, 811 Church, Ano Arbor. For infor-
mation, call $98-2747.

® THE GENERALS

‘The Generals will perform with guests,
Wa-Ter:Sbed, Saturday, June 15, at Fin-
pey's Pub, 3985 Qnod'lrﬂ Detroit. Far
loformation, call 831-8070 .-
® INDIGO GIRLS )

Indigo Girls will perform with gueats,
The Ellen James Society, Saturday, June
15, at Meadow Brook Muslc Festlval at
Oakland Unlversity In Rochester. Tickets
are $22.50, $22 and $12.50. For Informa-
tloa, call 370-3310.

@ SOUTHGOINQ ZAX
Southgoing Zax will perform Friday,
June 14, at the Majestic Theatre, 4140
Woodward, DetroiL For information, call
833-9700. The band will also perform Sat.
y, June 15, at Cross Street Station,
511 W. Croas, Ypailantl. For tnformatlon,
cal} §85-5050.

® BIG DAVE AND THE ULTRASONICS

Big Dave and the Ultrasonics will per-
form Saturday, June 15, at the Other End
Lounge, 5855 Monroe, Taylor. For infor-
mation, call 278-3340.

® STEVE LACY SEXTEY

Steve Lacy Sextet will perform Satur.
day, June 13, at Alvin’s 5756 Cass, De-
troit. Tickets are $12.50 in advance. For
Information, call 29-MUSIC.

® UNCLE JESSIE

Uncle Jessie & 29th Street Blues Band
wili perform Saturday, June 18, at the
-Atuc Bar, 11687 Jos Campau Ham-
tramck. For Information, call 365-4154.

@ TRASH BRATS
Trash. Brats will perform Saturday,

June 15, ‘al’ Lili's, 2930 Jacob.- Ham. - -

tramck. For information, call 875-6555

#® BROKER YOYO

Broken Yoyo will perform Saturday,
June 15, on the Boblo Moonlight Crulse.
The crulse departs the Detrolt dock 11
pm. and returns 1 a.m. For information,
call B43-0700 or B43-3500.

® CONQUERROOTS
Conquesrtoots will perform Saturday.
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TOP HITS

Here are the top-10 songs on "De-
1roit Music Scene.” which is heard 4-
 p.m. Sundays on WDTR-FM 90.9.

1. affected,” Chaln Reactlon

2. “Nation of Strangers,” Cult He-
rocs

3. “God Fearing Man," Country Bob
4. “Desparalion,” The Gear

5. “Bored to Tears.” Fook

6. “Dumber In Masses,” The Grins

7. “Rushing the River,” Broce Ni-
chols

8. “Buy Me a Goose,” Grady Hazy

9. “The Road,” Generals

10. “All Fall Down,” Park the Rar-
ma

Best-selllng records of the week:

1.1 Doa't Wanna Cry,” Martak Carey
:. ‘More Than Words,” Extreme 1 - "
3. “Rbythm of My Heart.” Rod Stewart .

,t "Hm“tGe CACMuskc Factocy ' 7
5. bon

Wooderful Thing."” Mickael -
& To “Fouch Me (All Night Lonp).” Caths
bar

Touch Mysell.” The Divinyls
1 Llle i8¢ Way (The Kissing Game.

9. hxln( My Religion,” REM.
10. “Rush Rush,” Pania Addal . o
(Source: Cashbox magazme) .~




