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. tho materials'lt takes torun a racecar. ., And the
l‘l‘;g;?ll.toda dri Nmk waki said;
s race drivers, 0
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pom . Sears Polnt, cuu., h the
openlurweailhe I”l SOCA Trans-Am
the ‘opening race, we ont-crewed | everyane,
Roblmm ‘sald oo u:elr fourth place finish agalnst
other teams sporting several cars and up to & dozen
crew members. Rnhlmn lhdnz bas one car &nd
lmmmunbcn.
“Without this crew hehind me we'd Just be spin-

ning our wheels.”"
Hmm manager Jim Fraser of Novi, who has
!ndy champlons Rick Mears and Bobby
lhhll, llld he and his friends who make up the Rob-
1nson Racing have finally come full e.
“We've all worked togetber at varjous places and

muono{ulmlmkhlmndn; team,” he said.

THIS YEAR Robinson Raclug (which in its first
- year was called Comp Kart) bouut the framework
of a'car — & rolling. chassis without a molor or
tranamixsion — from SOCA racing and design guru
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glne changes, living out of hotels and alrports,” be :
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lbw?rlm asitgoes.
THE SCCA Trans-Am class evolved |
the muscle cars of the 19608 and e
Mn-ln Camarg.

Z-28 and
Iunmmd
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“It was for the
sald, 'mv. where (hl.l su-laume fi

o IEE AUt A ogr that s: more thana car

By Pat Schutte ®.The traller (compme with generator, welder,
speciat wvil-v . alr compressor, storage for race fuel tank and all -
. the tools), $100,000.
Here's'a look at the basic hard nood-{!w exam- . ® The tools (enough to fix anything with a mo-
ple, the car, Its parts and the equipment {nvolved in - tor). :90 000 plus.
transporting and maintalning the car) that are as-
. sociated with operldnz & SCCA hm-Am racing.  NOT INCLUDED:
team. . ) : ® The of the team members (including a

® The frame and suspension, $95, 000,
® Tha engine (you'll need lwr). $25,000 each.
® The transmission (youll meed two), $3, 000

- “Tho rear end {you'll need two). $10, each.

® The tires {110-mlle aver-ze per set, three or
four sets per weekend), {er
@ The wheels {you'll need flve sets), $2,400 per
sel.

® The brakoe pads (they would last five years on
a family car, speat on & weekend In a race car),

$13,
® The fuel (50 pllnn: on a weekend), $4 per gal-

lon.

THE TRANSPORTA’I'ION VEHICLE:

® The tractor (cmlom witha ll:tp uh), $93,000. r-clng) is tho real upon of kings.

characterisf
car makes it what it Is. It will corner” g,

cool), ihe motor home that {ollows the leam, trans.
pmtldon (permits and fuel) cosu and alot more.

And consider this: There is an $11,000 purse at
each of the 16 series races. If Roblason Raclng won
' .every one of them (which 13 highly unlikely for any
SCCA Trans-Am team) they would be ab]c to pay
for their tires and thelr engines.

‘"They say that horse racing is the sport of kings,”
said team manager JIim Fraser on the
money assoclated with horse racing. “For what Jt
costs o board a race horse for a year (roughly

!ot our tru
“Wa’ll spend close to $1 million this year daolng

definitely not the life of champagna.
It takes a lot of time away from our

will have one advantage over mud:

Robinson
the fleld. He knows that when be gets behind the
wheel and is called to the start, his crew has bad the
advaptage _of_spending_the night_before. the race.
.with their support crew , . . the wives, children and
Prnef famili
of auto racing.

e backing those behind the scenes n the work '

great deal of

,000). We spend that alone on traveling permits

thing that we all like very m%h This {(auto

By Ralph R. Echtinaw
staft writer .

Maybe Kathy ngler should grumble about her job
ents more often,

Nagler dulmed the l”l Detrolt Grand Prix poster
{or Simous, Michelson, Zieve Inc., a Troy-based adver-
tising agency. But ahe wasa't enthusiastic about the
assignment, having just come off & hectic week finish-
ing the Michigan Opera Theatre program book.

“At first, to be honest, 1 wasn't real enthused about
doing it. T was just sort of beat and kind of grumbled
about being forced,” she said. “But It worked out pret-
ty good. l‘m glad In retrospect.”

SMZ was one of five advertising agencles contacted
last year by Detrolt Renalssan
““mit designs for the néw poster.”

*You're working like 20 hours a day to get thls book
out and the last day, siter five days of doing that, I'd
Just got home and crashed when we found out we had
the Grand Prix project,” Nagler sald. “We basleally
bad the weekend 1o come up with somie deas. “Wo bad
lu:thanawcekwdolt.whl:hhjmumlnhm
_ amount of time to do something Mke thaf

80 It's 5o wonder SMZ personnel were happy when
" two of thelr elght designs were ulecud to be among
the foar finalists.

M at the North American Interna-

«~tional’Auto Shaw in January. A popular vote was tak-

enlhronm magazine and at the auto-show to

_ determina the winner, and wouldn‘t you know it, the
mmblcf‘t dalm'ucamen.

wxm-ao-nu the auto show just 0 1 could see
a1 poing oo Nagler sald, “T couldat help

mrn the counter (whers the designs
tw]ml Ultlebllwmlllwu!dmwbo

r‘::{‘lor the artist who turned Nagler's meepi

BEVen years ago. |
’nnmpuuﬂmmonule for $15 at shops all

ce Grand Prix to sub-

'l'hedu!.g:;m rinted Lo the Detrolt Free Press ~

. gm the Metro Detrolt ares, The race -m be run

Nu'let': ldu ‘wa3 to capture a theoretical IM car
-performance vislon of the 200 mph-
poster_

l
Ing streets (1] ly changing into a
blneprint»lika drawing with a symbolic 10 In the back.
to represent the race’s 10th analwersary,
'Ywuundolpukm.mmlhmlduolmm
designing the car,” Nagler said.

- BORN-IN Ann Arbor; qumwrnmuymaved
(nOukPuk when she was 1, When she was in the
seventh grade, the family moved to West Bloomfield.

JIM RIDERUstatf phatoge sphee

Kathy N-nlu may have thought a wnk wasn't onouah to come up with an idea for this
Detroit Grand Prix, but ll waa. since her naVIncl-nyln artwork graces this year's poster.

. Asked what she conslders her hometown, Nagler said

“Metro Detroit.

A longtime hands-on art afitclonado ("] took all the
art classes [n xchool”), Nagler never aimed at a ca-
_reer [n that field, thinking ol It In terms of struggling

palniers trying to sell watercolors in shopplng malls ™

for §10 each.

~-—L never thought you could make a lving at it, 301

figured It wouldnlwuy:buhobby rbrme. she sald.
she

Behlnd a great race is a great poster

“but to have gotten a degree, I would

sald Warfol. "And from there Just
about mrymhg trom tha mgm 1o

my responsibilies bohguwmaund 4
machanics, 1 also did the
mdpu)mlogon thoeu'

NAME: Nurm Jnhnnon
AGE: 25
.~ HOMETOWN: Ann Arbor.

" POSITION: Mochanic .
'RESPONSIBILITIES: Johnson is a
shock and suspension expert and an
exparionced welder who also

. spaciallzes in fabrication work." Tl do .
Just about anything.*

£1.. NAME: Don Male
ACE:32
HOMETOYN: Garden City
POSITION: Toam truck driver - -
- RESPONSIBILITIES: Basides
coardinating all of the team

(an
" waldor) alsa built the oeenms. Ikeo
& modified goXf cart and trafler that -
carrlos tools and tires, which aoa:
must larn SCCAteam;

[ ]
school reunton, newly marrfed, and luu working for
SML Funny thing though, Nagler never got a college

degree.
. "Adewlln.lee,nndmmeﬁmul'bhlhdm
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take classes that eventoally I couk
cause 1 was also working at the
when you're In art, a degree

NAGLER CERTAINLY has mote than her foot in

the door at this point, but the job doean't get any easfs
et

“Advertising [s & gn—pm fast-) paced. dad-
lino-oriented job," IM d. “Sometimes you ha .
be creative on dmnndnnd uldndoutrednl. "You
can't please everybody all you're dolng
something subjective. ‘I ke M 1 ll.le blu Shutup. I
don’t care. Do this. Do that." But 1 thrive under pres-
sure.

“ulhaveuwtck(odvil.l'mmnl.uhhnm

5’

- Idea oo Lhe first day, I bave to walt unt!} It's moch

more of a panic. And you get the (deas at the welrdest
times.”

Indeed, the Grand Prix poster viston came to
Nagler while she was undergoing phyaical therapy for *
a soccer injury.

Speaking of soccer, quu ls an lﬂlkh from my
back. She appeared on West Bloomfield High Sehool’s

inaugural soccer team when she was a Junlor.

“l made the team because 1 hled a ot l.h lli&

“showed effort.”

For three years she was part of Oskland Universi.
ty’s women's soccer club, where she received one of
the greatest thrills of her 37-year existence In the
lwmo(nhudﬂnehOU‘llem The
Oakiand Pos nnddhphyedbetmmenlﬂthﬂvlu

But while ly of M
got & summer Job at suz u a dellvc‘ry driver,

. It really opened my eyes to all the different ways

" you could make a llving In the arts field,” she sald. "1

Just bad no idea.”
Nine years later she's on the brink of her 10th high

Her nuuudhud:uu story
uplodaonm(}rmh-lx.“hl'lhop‘;x‘..'w




