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*TStUdy. Developmental prOgram helps students

By Casey Hans
statf writer

A seven-month study of the Farm-
ington Public Schools' Early Fives
developmental kindergarten pro-
gram showed the program helped,
not hurt, student lumln.

t was a surprise to Farming-
ton school officials, wmu of whom
theorized the study would show little
difference between Early Fives stu-
dents and other, and had considered
dropping the program. Developmen-
tal kindergarten programs lke Ear-

" -1y Fives are designed to glve special -

attentlon to youngsters who are not
developmentally ready to begin reg-
ular kindergarten.

“1 was questioning it very serlmls-
ly," sald assistant superintendent for
curriculum, Judith White who initi-
ated the study because of national
trends away from developmental
kindergarten in 1988, The dlstrict
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bad also moved Into a developmen-
tal curriculum for atudents through
grade three, and wondered if the
Early Fives program was needed.
“There were a lot of questions —
was it labeling children? What was It
dolng to them?" White added. “Peo-
pte all around us were getting rid of
programs, and we, frankly, felt the

pressure.

“As a result of this (study) . . . we
made conclusions we probably
wouldn't have made.”

ACCORDING to Rob-
ert Peper, the study used a sampling
of 73 pairs of students, hall who
went through the Early Fives pro-
gram and half who were recom-
mended for it but who dld not enroll
in the program, who were used 28 2
“comparison group.” Students were
matched by gender and age.

Uslng years 3-8 of the Early Fives
program, which would Include the

years 1982.85, various data were

matched by computer and analyzed

betwceu uu: two study groups and
resul

The study showed: * - B
® Of 10 measures, eight were’
lhow'n to favor Farly Fives students.

ults, in-
cluded the lowa Test for Basic Skills,
MEAP scores, cognitive tests, report
card grades, and parent survi
A minlmum probabllity level of
.05 was applied in all analyses.

Early Fives students
hld higher scores in‘academic test-
ing when compared with other
mun

® Early Fives uudeau were
found to have 12 times fewer reten-

" tlons, or belng held back ln lchoo!.
thais ‘thelr comparison group.
also had two times fewer nmedi-l
- reading services.

® In report cards, Early Fivz

baving to compete with the clder
students who are held back for a pro-
gram like Early Flves.

Her comments reflect soms of the
concern raised about developmental
the years.

showed higher
, in reading, math and dlscussion
areas in third grade and better at-
temhnco and higher grade point av-
., erages for both language arts nnd
- .math in seventh grade.
The report recommended the pro-
* gram be continued, and that an Ear-
ly Fives data base be updated to
moniter the future of the program,
The report” also recommended the
dlstrict look at alternative methods
of student

“I must protest against gimmicks
like Early Fives,” sald Helen Gora-
nowlik!, “Tinkering with chronologi-
cal age does not solve problems but
creates them.” She called for group-
ing older children and cur.
riculum to handle such problems.

Farmington Superintendent Mi- -
chael Flanagan sald he was pleased -
with the results and discussion gen-
erated, and said the district is at-

One local grandparent and former
elementary school teacher.spoke out
Inst the developmental kinder-
_garten concepl, saying she was con-
‘cerned about the students who are
. moved normally through the system

to flnd grant money (o hire
an evaluation person to do similar
studles of programs in the district.

“It's bigger than &rly Fives —
it’s much bigger for us,” he added.
“It's gratifying to see thls work has
pald off.”

Exhibit looks at graduatlon memorabilia

It's high school graduation season,
of course.

And to homor 1991 graduates,
there's a Farmington Publlc Schools
graduation retrospective on exhiblt
In the Farmington HliMs Historlcal
Commission display case in the
Farmington Hllts City Hatl.

The exhlbit was put together by
Kay. Briggs, bistorieal’ commission
chairwoman.

The exhiblt includes her aunt Jen-
nle Cox's 1892 diploma signed by

J.P. Fleld, principal, and the school
board, which included C.W. Botsford,
Fred M, Wamner and N.H., Power, all
from pioncering familles. Warner
went on to become Michigan's first
three-term governor (1905-11), .
Pictures include the Unlon School,
bullt in 1688 and that burned in 1918,
the old Farmington . High, - which
stood from 1918 Lo 1953, the current
Farminglon High, whlch recently
underwent renovation, and (for com-
parison) -the graduation . classes of

on the agenda

1896, 1962 and 1991,

There's also a copy of Farmington
High's closing exercises on June 26,
1891 and a plcture of the graduating
clasy af 1929 at Mount Vernon on ts
class trip. ,

THE EXHIBIT lncluda the book-
shaped diploma from Kay Briggs'

192%' graduating class, her ‘mother’

Minnia Cox's 1898 sradultlnu ple-
ture and certificate, and a picture of

her uncle Edgar’s 1096, graduating .
class. - . .

The Briggs family had students at

the Union School as well as the two
Farmington highs, Kay Briggs
proudly points out.
Her mother, Minnle, had seven
brothers and slsters, all of whom
graduated from Farmington High
between 1892 and 1919.

“At Lhe school’s alumn! banquet In
1924, honoring the centennial of the
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To provide as much notice as
possible to interested residents,
the Farmington Hills City Council
releases its preliminary agenda
Jor the following week. Full agen-
das also will be published pnor to
the duled Monday

Farmington Hllls City Council
Council chambers .
31555 11 Mile A
7:30 p.m. Moaday, June 17

Publlc hearings are scheduled for
of for

also scheduled on a water maln ease- K
ment vacation for Knight's Inn prop-

’I'hu counell will consider :dopdan
ol the 1991-92 tax rate, Including

8 percont -increase,” Avprvv-l o(

for the_city attorney and

-All mectings are open to the pub-
lic. Regular meetings are cable-
cast live an Metrovision Channel
18.

special assessment districts for santv
tary sewer Improvements on: Salis-
bury and Ambeth streets; Dunkirk
and Ambeth streets. A hearing is

city manager will be-considered. A
report will be presented on the sta-
tus of ‘the _Twin Orchards office
building.
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“l insisted on the most expensive
eyeglasses made. But my optlclan
- talked me into the best.”

DOLAN OPTICAL CO.

founding of Farmington, my family
was honored for having the most
grnddunu up until that time,” Briggs
sald. .

Her graduation retrospective runs
through June in the lobby off the clzy
cauncil chambers in the Farmlngton
Hills Clty Hall, 11 Mile and Orchard
Lake Road.
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