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Walt Whitman is his newest role

By Cathie

special writer

FTER A six-and-a-half month
tour In “The Sound of Mu-
sle,” Thomas Fiscella of
Birmingham will be com-

ing home lo take the role of Walt
Whitman In “Leaves of Grass," a
one-man show debuting in Ann Arbor
during Art Falr week.

On tour with “The Sound of Mu-
sle,” he played Captain von Trapp in
90 American and Canadian citles, In-
cluding Kalamazoo and the Macomb
Center for the Performing Arts
when the company toured Mlchigan.
Now Fiscella ls preparing to switch
from the stern, Austrian military
man (o Whitman, the dynamlc

her known

‘As we speak, 'm
growing a beard to
play Whitman.’.

— Tom Fiscella
actor

poet/
as 2 champlon of the common man.
In a phone Interview from Atlan-
tic City, N.J. where he is winding up
iscella called “The

powerful play” and spoke with re-
spect for his character, Captain Von
Trapp. “You'd think T would caslly
get tired of Lhe captaln, but I contln-
ue to discover things about the man,
about the depth of hls compassion
for his family and about his
strength.”

* After 175 performances, the 23-

year-o}d actor is nevertheless ready

to move on. “As we speak, I'm grow-
ing a beard to play Whitman,” he
sald of the u:ans!ormatlon in prog-
ress.

“THE SOUND ol Music” adds to
Fiscella's list of professional credits
that is impressively long for such a
young performer. At Scaholm High
Schoo), he was dcllve in forensics
and in musical and drama produc-
tlons. Fiscella praises the four levels
of drama courses at the school, the
award-winnlng debate team and the

" offered to

program, he went on to major In the-
ater and English at the College of
Willlam and Mary in Virginia, and
graduated fast year,

‘Throughout his college years, he
worked professionally in plays and
musicals including a tour In “Much
Ado About Nothing,” and he studied
theater at Cambridge University in
England as part of his college pro-

ram. :

“My training was largely in classi-

cal plays,” he sald, mentioning Che-
khov and Shakespeare. Like all un-
known actors, he started In profes-
slonal theater playing small parts.
“Everybody starts out in Shake-
speare carrying spears or dead bod-
“fes,” he sald, recalling one such role
in “Julius Caesar™ where he had to
speak his few lines In pralse of Marc
Anthony while hefting a “big guy and
carrying him offstage.”

“Leaves of Grass,” which Fiscella
calls “an exploration of Whitman's
phitosophy through poetry,” blends
live performance with llterature, a
wetl-suited (o Fiscella's

students. Encouraged by Seaholm's

upcoming
things to do

double major In theater and English.

He said, “Whitman's 3 unique and
colorful American personality, and
his poetry was daring for hls time.”

Kenn Pierson of the Serpent’s
Tooth Theatre Company, which Is
producing "Leaves of Grass,” adapt-
ed Whitman's poetry Into a play and
set some of the poems te music.
Whitman thought of his verse as
more’ than literary, as language
meant to be heard.

“HE WAS FOND of borrowing
slang from the gritty -working -peo-—.

ple,” Fiscella said, and Whitman in-
corporated the language of ordlnary
speech into his verse. Fisceila be-
lieves it Whitman were allve he
would heartlly approve of his poems
being adapted to a dramatic, theatri-
cal cxperience and his poetry being
put to music.

In fact the title of one of Whit-
man's most famous poems, “Song of
Myself,” suggests the rhythmic, mu-
sical nature of poetry. Pierson has
taken the next step and literally
made songs of some N

The lineup of successful one-man/

VI o -y

Tom Fi

one-woman shows on and off-Broad-
way in recent years atiests to thelr
popularity. Fiscella said that in the
typical show a historical or literary
figure retells humorous anecdotes
and reads from his works. “Leaves
of Grass” is unlque, the aclor ex-
plains, because the play “merges ac-
tor and the audience in a process of
discovering Whitman's poetry and
his ideas.”

Fiscella worked with the script’

“Georg Von Trapp and Catherine Morin as Maria
fainer appear in scene from “The Sound of

as Capiain

last falt as it was being developed.
“Whitman is a passionate poet of
both body and soul. He finds bodies
just as sacred as souls and sces us as
part of. the -evolution of the uni-
verse,” he said.

Nature imagery and a profound
reverence for nature pervade Whit-
man's poctry, and it is this respect
for nature that Fiscella believes
gives Whitman particular relevance
10 our cra of new-found ecological

Music," which

lantic City." ‘-“

is ending Its 90-city tour in At-

awareness. “Whitman calls us to get
back to basles of seeing ourselves
physically and spiritually and seeing
how wedit in to the universe.”
Performances will be Thurs-
day-Sunday, July 25-28 and Aug.
14, gt the Performance Network
in’ Ann Arbor. Curtain time is 8
p.m. Thursday;-7 and 9:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, and 7 p.m. Sun-
day. For ticket information call
437-3264 or 663-0681 .

—

® THEATER SCHOOL
Reglstration Ls open for Cranbrook
Theatre School in Bioomfield HIlls,
The newly renovated outdoor Greek
Theatre at Cranbrook Educational
Communlty is the summer class-
room for aspiring actors and ac-
tresses ages 8 through 19. Cranbrook
Theatre School will offer classes in
all areas af theater production dur-
Ing its 50th seasan. Staff members
are professionally aceredited teach
er and theater specialists. Al classes

Schoals Office of Special and Sum-
mer progeams at 645-3676 for more
information.

® MEADOW BROOK -

Smokey Robinson, Grammy-win-
ning. singer/songwriter from De-
trolt, performs at 8 pm. Friday,

Juné 21, at the Baldwin Pavilion at,

Mcadow Brook Music Festival at
Qakland University in Hochester
Hills. In other additions and changes
for the summer season, Phranc will

Wednesday, June 26; Trixter and
Firchouse open for Warrant at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday, July 9; Alexander Zon-
jiv opens for Bob James at 8 p.m.
Friday. July 12, and Shelly Thunder
and Bop Harvey replace Dread
Zeppelin at 6 p.m., July 22. For tick-
et information call 377-2010.

® SUMMER NIGHTS

* The Summer Nights concert series
continues every Friday at the Trey
Hilton Inn. Celebrity DJ host is Lin-
da Lee. Attractions are Touched,

June 14; 1964 as the Beatles, Junc
21; Intrigue, June 28; Romance, July
5. Trinidad Tripoll Steel Band, July
12; Bop Harvey, July 1% Intrigue,
July 26; Phil Dirt and the Dozers,
Aug. 2; Mellow Fellows (blues), Aug.
9: Trinldad Tripoli Steel Band, Aug.
16; Intrigue, Aug. 23, and Rum-
pletiltskin, Aug. 30. Continuous en-
tertainment runs from § p.m. to 1
a.m. Cover charge is $2 from 53
pm., $7 after 8 pm. Tickets are
avallable at the Troy Hilton, phone
583-9000, or at the door. .

® FILM SERIES

This summer Cranbrook Academy
of Art Museum in Bloomficld Hills
presents a Modern Artists Film Se.
ries featuring portraits of 13 20th
century artists in a 10-week pro-
gram. Each program is approxi-
mately one hour long and can be
viewed at 2 p.m. Friday and Sunday,

+ June 14 through Sept. 1, in the

Grand Rever
3 blocks west of

*Margantan
*Mexican Beers &y

SPECIALS
WED. & SUN.

warcaRmss [ s
AND DRAFT BEER | 9.95

deSalle Auditorium. Films are free
with museum admission. Programs
begin June 14 and 16 with "Picasso:
War, Peace, Love” followed on June
28 and 30 with “The Age of Steel:
Diego Rivera." Films are free with
museum admission. For further in.
formation call 645-3312 or 645-3323.

Pioasa turn to next page

OPEN 7 DAYS
537-1450

« Lunth Specials *
* Banquet Room

FOR TWO

¥ Steak Fajiis, 2 Teces, Choves Enchilada, |
Derrite, Tostada, Ouscasmele Dip, Rice & Bosns

a Ouly - Witk Coupam
«d With Ans (rhes (e

Seafood Platter.

AComglete Dinner
nly $7.95.
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Great fond is ahways in Seasons. And every Friday from Sto 8 p.m.. ;
i addition w our regulat menu, vou can savor our Seafood Platter,
teatwring @ dedatable combination of Rattered Cod, Broiled Shrimp,
Prep Freed Scallops, Cole Slaw, French Fries, and fresh rolls and butter.
Alltor amouth watering §7.95.

And youltenjoy your dinner all the more bevause it's senved in the 1
1sons Cafe in the Sheraten Southfield Hotel.
1e400 L Hudson Drive, Southfield. For reservations call 559-6500.




