Japan isn’t dumping minivans — it's just a failure’

Amoug the tiffs that develop over
International trade, so-called
. tion" eomplnla :ﬂwh:uby plus
pation's e [oa lus
productlion at a loss outside lhtc‘llrrp na.
tional ies — are among the
most confusing to the general public,

To begin with, the net result to the
U.S. consumer L3 a good deal; since,
prices are lower. The last two US.
presidents likewise thought this was
a good deal, slnce low prices are
what bappens when you “contro) lo-
fation.” .

The Big Three automakers don't
think dumplng is a particularly good
dea, since it means another count
can cover the cost of invesiment In
new product with volume generaled
in the United States, while hitting

customers In the home, protected
market wilh prices that allow gener-
ous profit margins.

The result was a petition from Lhe
BIg Three to the U.S. Commerce De-
pariment a couple of weeks ago,
charging that the Japanese auto-
makers were dumplng minivans in
the United States. It's one of the few
elforts in recent times to play bard-
ball on an autometive trade lssue,
and follows up a series of charges of
unfair trade practices levied at the
Japanese In recent monthy,

IT'S ALSO a litdle embarrassing,
since overall the Japanese have been
dismal fallures in the minlvan mar-
ket, and'to build a proper dumping
case, you need to prove some dam-

business people

auto talk

age to US. industry has resulted,
Toyots, in particular, has latched
onto this facet of the argument,
while not bothering to deny it is sell-
ing lts minlvans at cheaper prices i
the Unlted States than in Japan.
Actually, it scems unllkely that
the Japanese are dumping minivans
at a loss. Rather, they probably are
enjoying artificially high prices in
Japan because of their protected

market. US. companies, particular-
ly Chrysler, in all likelihood are not
directly burt In the minlvan market
by dumping, judging by their contin-
ued strong sales — only indirectly,
use the proflts from minvans
are necded to offset losses generated
by thelr turkeys.
All this makes for a pretty weak
dumplng case.
Phllosophically, dumplng may not
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be such a bad thing. Setting prices
relative to local demand is the es-
sence of theoretical international
business practice. Were It possible to
dump U.S. production in Mexlco, for
example, U.S. plants would be busy
and the Mexicans would be able to
afford cars.

;o .
Unfortunately, 'the countries
where the United States could dumnp
its relatively low-cost goods ail have
high tariff barrlers, and Japan itself
contlnues to maintaln non-tarilf, but
equally effective, trade barriers.

The Unlted States is one of the few
countries in a position to be victim-
ized by dumping today — mainly be-
cause of the unlque position it pro-
vides of being the only relatlvely

. (no.s»oexa)ttam"

LB,

strong, unprotected market in-tbe-- -
world — despite the free-trade rhe-
torle. ST

1t would be nlce Lo think that the
outcome of the cutrent debate at !
least would send a warniog shot .
across Japanese bows. But the'
strange: thing [s, the few times ..
dumping charges have stuck, lhzy
have landed on -countries like Cana:”,
da or the Unlted Kingdom, whlrh‘u‘?,
something like blasting away a &
prowler with 2 shotgun, and turning
on the lights and finding you shot !th
parakeet. '

Dan McCosh is automotive edi
tor of Popular Science maganne:

Heather L. Boylan jolned Her-
manoff & Assoclates In Farmington
Hills as an assistant account execu-
tive.

Tarl Melllear. was promoled to
branch manager, main offlce with
Metropolitan Natlonal Bank of
Farmington. She joined the bank in
August 1985,

Steven Hamrey bas jolned Rock
Financlal Corp. of Birmingham as a
loan offlcer,

John Barroa of Bloomfield. Hllls
was pamed editor of Detrolt Monthly
magazine.

™ Norman Gofrank-of “West-Bloom

Meilleur

Boylan

Detroit retail.commercial real es-
tate brokerage firm, has announced
the appaintment of two new associ-
ates: Donglas Moon and Mlles Get-
lagd as Jeastng agents,

Ing at Rockweil International in
Troy.

Patrick Irla of Mettal Studio In
Birmingham took second place in
the F 1 Goldsmith Category.

Gofrank Hackett

Board of Dlrectars.

Jack Resalt, broker/owner of
Century 21 Row, and Mary McLeod,

associate broker of Century 21 Row,
re.honored_with-tho-coveted-Con-

Thwalney

- Seymour

- manager at Meyer Jewelers’ Wond-

erland Mall store in Livonia. Joyce
Forro was appointed. manager at
Meyer Jewelers' Oakland Mall store
inTroy.

P-4 A
Moon Gatland
tic and Reconstructive Surgery, the
world’s largest association of facial
plastic surgeons, from Bloomfleld-
Hills, has been accepted as a certifi-
cant of the American Board of Facl-
1-Plastic-and &

fleld was named vice president of
englneering and John Hackett was
named vice presldent of manufac-
turing at Hueiler Hille Corp. in Troy.

Jobn Hackett was named vice
president of manufacturing with
Hueller Hille Corp. in Troy.

Dr. J. Thwainey of Southfield has
joined the medical staff of Oakwood
Downriver Medical Center, Lincoln
Park.

Barry Seymour of Farmingion
Hills was promoted to senlor vice
president at Cemp Dresser &
McKee, one of the nation's largest
environmental engineering consult-

ing firms. .

Cody Olson Inc., the metropolitan

Maria Marcantonjo was named
partner and vice presldent, ereative
services/sales, at Visual Communi-
catlons Inc. tn Farmington.

Don Schaster of Troy, broadcast
industry veteran, has jolned Music
Technologles International in South-
field as a senlor account executive.,
He Is also president of “A Spotlight
Performance,” a mobllc disc jockey
service for wedding receptlons and

- partles of all kinds.
i

James D. Tasson} of West Bloom-

" field has become a tax'partner In the

firm of Sxillman, Boyle & Pollack,

Certifled Public Accountants . in
Troy.

Deanis R, DeVriese was named
vice president of sales-and market-
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‘Resurection

for his 14K resc and white gold ring
with one opposed bar-cut Citrine and
four round dlamonds. . ... B

Bruce Campbell and Jeff -Plas-

towski of Just Jewelers in Farming- -

ton received a certlficate of dlstinc-
tion in the Designer of Manufacturer
Partnership Category.

Michael Mezey has joined the law
firm of Raymond & Dillon in South-
field.

David C. Price was promoted to
the positlon of programmer/analyst
supervisor I, ot Kmart in Troy.

Denise IHtch Lites of Bloomfleld ~

Hills, senior executive vice president
of Little Caesar Enterprises Inc. was
elected to the First of America Bank
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- Yes, of coyise. One.of the most
"Important réasons for the existence of our
‘Catholic cemeteries Is to keep the family
together—Iin death as In life. For this
reason, both Resumection and All Saints
\Cemeteries offer lower rates when you
.select o bural site for your whole famity.
We'll be glad to refund your money on
unused grave sites if you move away of
‘change your mind. But, meanwhile, it's
-good to know that your fomily’s final
‘resting place has been selected and patd

payments and credit

icord purchases are avallable. For more .
;Informatlon about Resurrection or any
‘of the four Catholic cemeteries In the
‘Mt. Elliott Cemnetery Association,
please call 286-9020. -

Résurrecfibh
Cemetery .

family tradition.

metery Association

Mt. Efliott
Detroit

567-0048 ©1991

turion Award, the most prestigious
award In the Century 21 system.

Several management appolnt-
ments have been announced by
Meyer Jewelers, a 2)-store chain
with locatlons throughout Michigan
and headquariered in Taylor. Stan
Lapa was promoted to manager at
Meyer Jewelers' Laurel Park In
Livonla. Erich Yogel was appointed
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PeterA-Casewas

ery. D

er for the Detroit office of Al

Marketing Services n Rochester

Hills. R

Valda Strong of Southfield was

promoted from assistant vice presi-
at Michl

r. G s his"
office in Bloomfield Hills. )
" "Tara Lorenger, an Autc Club Life’;

employee, has moved Into offlces at
the AAA 1d Hills

dent o vice presi

National Corp,. 1.
Dr. Plerre F. Glammanco, a {acial

plastic surgeon and member of the

American Academy of Facial Plas-

Men. «f you're about 1o turn 18.1t's
ume to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

It’s quick. It’s easy.
CAnd it’s the law.

General Agency, 2685 S. Woodward
in Bloomtield Hills. .
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Similas Savings-cn 4 KP Models
Quantity Limited

« 2'2 Bushel Rear
Catcher

» Optional Mulching
Attachment .

+ 2 Year Warranty
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