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ReSIdents here Iess Ilkely to support Engler recall;

8y Pat Hurphr
statf writer

Plddnp may be !llm I Blrming-
bam, Farmington Hills, Rochester
Hilla and other amuenl areas, but
the people upset with the budget cuts
of Gov. John Engler say they will get

- enough signatures to put his recall-
on the ballat.

“We're golng to cut it off (stop

. xatherina :Ignalum) when we reach

mllllun, sald Maurocn ‘Taylor, a

"We knew Lhnt 2 ln( of § people didn't
ke Engler (and his budget cuts), but
we didn't know how many dlsllke
him."

Taylor made het assessment Tues-
day as organizers of the statewide
campaign to oust Engler prepared
for a presy conference Friday in
Lansing. They plan to announce up-
to-date number on signatures ob-
wlntd since the recall started May

Gov. John Engler

641,141 needed to put Engler's recall
on the ballot.

AL a simllar press conference May
.3, organlzers said they had
garnered more than 66,000 signa-
tures, ‘or about one-lenth of the

ORGANIZERS INSIST that flgure
ts low, however,  because it repre-
sents numbers from only 21 of the 77
Michlgan countles In which the re-
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call effort has coordinators. Not in-
cluded, they sald, are figures from
Wayne, Oakland, Genesee and Ing-
ham countles — some of the Michl-
gan's most populous, with high con-
centrations of people hit by the gov-
ernor’s budget cuts.

No recall effort agalnst 'a Michi-
gan governor bas ever been success-
{ul, partly because of the large num-
ber of slgnatures needed.

But Taylor — and her colleagues
in 'Oakland and western Wayne
County — are oplimistic.

Thelr strategy Includes sign-up ta-
bles at the Freedom Fest, one of the
metro area’s blggest summer eveals
when Detroit and Windsor celebrate
thelr common border with fireworks
and other festivities. If this year's
Freedom Fest, set for June 28, is like
others, a million or more people will
converge in the downtown Detroit
arca,

“This (the recall) was started by
poor people for poor people”” said
Maggie Tyson, a recatl worker who
sald she's been busy — c'xgtyl Lr}‘h'c:

in the affluent Bloom{ield area bave
signed the recall petitions. “They're
the ones who know what’s going on,”
she insisted. “They're affluent Re-
publicans, but they reallze what
these budget cuts will do.”

Slnce taking office in January, En-
gler has cut most general asslstance
programs as well as programs al-
fecling health care, assistance to the
arts and enforcement of environ-
mental reguiations.

Tyson, a volunteer in the Welfare

.. Rights Organization, is critical of
those cuts because they will affect
mostly children and the disabled —
people unable to find other means of

support.

Michael D. Whitty, a Birmingham
resident, said he secs "'a genuine con-
cern” the governor’s budget cuts
simply went Loo far. “Oakland Coun-
ty has a good number of the *hidden
poor’,”* he sald, “people who have
lost their jobs" and either rely, or
are close to relying, on public assist-

nce.
On another level, many of the

own
Townshlp.

“I've really been on the go,” she
said. “Saturday I took 200 petitions
to Pontlac. People are consu:nlly
asklng for more petitions.”

Tyson said some of her nelghbors

hood,

s against the arts cuts
come from this area, so petitloners
may find them a ready bank of sig-
natures.

Supporters of Engler, however, in-
sist the governer [s basically doing
what needs to be done to balance the
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state's budget.

Among them i3 James M. Alexan--
der, a Blrmingham lawyer who !s
chairman of the Oakland County Re-
publican Party. “I see no evidence of
an organized campaign in Oakland,"
he said. “I can't imagine them belng
successful.” .

1f by some chance they should get
enough signatures, Alexander pre-
dicts that many people would come

o Engler's defense. “Most people
lieve he's doing the right thing.”

SOQUTHFIELD ATTORNEY Don-
ald Tucker, chalrman of Lbe Oakland
County Democrats, sald nelther he
nor other members of his party sup-
port the recall. “If voters don't like
the policles of a public official, they

lhouldﬂuwhlmﬂfhrmtltl»
next election,”

. While be doesn’t condone the ré-
call against Engler, Tucker sald it
doesn't surprise him, “The chickens
come home ta roost,” he sald. !

Regina McNulty, south Oakland
chairman of the recall effort, sald
she (oo has been inundated with m-
quests for recall petitions. 5

People supporting the reull are
vocal, almost happy to sign the petl-
tions, she sald. “Those who don't are
quite -sllent,” said McNulty. “They
don’t want to talk about it.”

McNulty said she Is hosting a $10-
per-person fund raiser for the recall
beginning at 7 p.m. Wednesday, June
18, at her home, 13770 Wales, in Oak
Park. Tickets are $10.
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