Incumbents win Clarenceville race

By Marle Chestney
stafl wrltar

. Twenty-year-old Dale Welghiil, a political sci-
ence sludent who admiits he has “politics in his
wvelns," tied with Gary Gasser as the top vote
‘getter in Monday's school board electlon in the
Claréncevlite School Distriet. . !

‘Welghill and Gasser, both incumbents, collected
271 voles In the electlon in which only 344 votes
were cast.

Also winning re-clectlon was board president
Vernlce Dunklee, who garnered 219 votes. !

WEIGHILL AND Dunklee both withstood Lisa
Burr's challenge to unseat one of the two Incum-
bents for four-year terms on the board.

Burr received 112 votes.

Gasser, running unopposed, won a two-year
term on the board.

With the clection dust now settled the three In-
_cumbents who were re-elected can help tackie onc
ol the most important tasks facing the Clarence-

villc board In the weeks ahead — hiring a superin-

“Hiring a superintendent Is our pumber one pri-
ority,” Welghlll said. “We have two main options.
We can ch someone in-house or start a search
and appolint an interim su) tendent. We should
know by the end of the week which way we'll go.
We're looking at people we're familiar with.”

David Kamish, principal of Grandview Elemen-

tary, Is one “ln-house” educator con-
sldering for the district’s Lop Job. The district also
Is considering an employee of another district
who once worked for Clarenceville.

Once the new superintendent s chosen, ee
said, the board will then sit down and put together
a list of goals Lo gulde the dlstrict In the years
ahead,

“We must prepare the school district and its
currtculum for the 21st Century," Gasser sald.

IN THE months ahead, the trustees also will be
debating whether to seek a bond lssue to renovate
school bulldings.

Gasser was clated Monday that he had been
elected — not appointed — to a board seat.

“I've been appolnted twice. I was runnlog unop-

‘a.&z-u-ppammmmmrmry
to fil) the seat vacated by Michael Manore, who
res), because

of iliness.
School officials Monday sald Manore's leukem-
1a was in remisalon.

The Incumbents considered the voter turnout to
be good, considering the fact that there was po
financial question on the ballot.

They praised Burr for jolning the race and for
running a “friendly” campa, olgh

t

R
Weighill's home oo Maplewood electlon
was surrounded by “Weighill for School Board’
signs, a testimony to the fact that he campaigned
in his peighborhood.

“J went door-to-doar, and 2 teachers’ unit went
out for me this weekend. I ran a textbook cam-

"
lemd , a Clarenceville High grad who ran for
offlce zbout the same time he started undergradu-
ate studies at University of Michigan-Dearborn,
admits he loves politics and the political process.

He said be may run for a seat on the Livonia-
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tendent to replace Jerry Montecillo, whose resig-
nation from the distrlet Is effectlve June 30.

myself.”

* posed, but 1 look «t this as a vote of confidence In

City Counci] if a vacancy occurs sometime in the
future. .

By Merilyn Yaquinto *
staff writer -

As expected, Esther Melnnls and
Samantha Ruetenik were re-elect-
ed Monday to the Walled Lake
School Board, having run unop-
posed.

Mclnnis, who won her second
four year lerm with 409 votes, is
the board’s president.

“{ would like to see through a
number of programs that are dear
to my heart — tzke the plans that
are hammered out into some kind
of actjon,” said Mclnnls, who has
been the offlce manager at the
Novl Police Department for 21
years.

WL voters favor
Ruetenik,

Board of Education.,

‘Mclnnis

REGARDING THE UPCOMING :
_budget, Mclnnlg sald, “‘We could be |
headed for rocky times. I'm con- |
‘cerned wlith the (proposed) tax
freeze — we'll be pre to..
make Lhe cuts we're anticlpating if
Lansing doesn't come up wilh an-
other solution.”

Meinnis' concern over next
year's budget and.the effects of-
several state funding lissues I8
shared by Ruetenik, who also was
elected to her second four-year
term with 386 votes.

“We stand to lose quite a'bit of .
money,"said Ruetenik, who iz the:
president of the Bloomfield Hills
Educatlon Association 'as well as:
vice president of the Walled Lake;

School voting precinct changes coming this

By Casey Hans .

statf writor
As promised, Farmington school

officials studylng the best way lo
make thelr polling places more effi-
cient, especially in light of a 21 per-
cent voler turnout during February’s
spectal electlon which kept some
volers waiting up to an hour to cast
their ballots.

The turnout in Monday's annual
school election was lighter, but offi-
clals stil] believe the change nceds to
be made before another election s
held,

“Some of the commenis I have

Tcoming to'me . . . have to do with
the distance people have to travel to
get to precincts, and the cramped
quarters and parking problems” sald

Betsi Rothrock, business support ser-
vices director. “We hope to make it
more aceessible to our voters.”
Rothrock satd she plans to coordi-
nate any school precinct changes
with the city of Farmington Hills, as
they realign their precincts after

the most desirable plan when consid-
ering proximity to voters. But there
are several drawbacks to that, she
sald, including: not being able to
align” voting precincts with gchool

. boundaries, having to use school
gyms which could disrupt students,
more difficult election supervision

and increased costs.
Several school board members are

concerned about (hose possible ex-
panded costs with more precincts.
"You are more than tripling* the
number of precincts — are you tripl-
ing our costs?" asked Heles Prutow.

v

“I hope you would look at . ..
making the four centers more effl-
clent,” added James Abernethy.

“Forty-five minute lines are certaln-
Iy not acceptable.” .

reapportlonment comes
from the state. That way, new voter
registratlon cards could be coordi-
nated with new informatlon.

. Rothrock was studying the prob-
lem before the Feb. 5 election, but
tong lnes and complaints during
that special millage election helped
to move things along.

AT A recent schoo) board meeting,
Rothrock sald she was consldering
putting a voting precinct at each of
the distriet’s elementary schools —

Hoops will come down

Continued from Page 1
“It's drawing the wrong crowd.”
. said one of the park’s neighbors.

OTHER RESIDENTS say they are
cerfain the teens are “doing drugs™
in the park and want it stopped.:

"We suspect that the young adults
that hang around the basketball
court are into dealing, when the cars
they drive and block our driveways
with are worth more than seme
houses in the arca,” Wanda Schicker
wrote in her létter to the council.

“Also, after talking to a few neigh-
bors, they have told us that these

Kids are carrylng beepers, which we
have all heard that kids with beepers
are Into dealing (drugs),” she contin-
ued

When city officials recelved
Schicker’s letter, pollce patrols were
beefed up at the park as of June 4
and potice were directed to make
sure the park ts vacant at dusk,

“} have a little glrl. 'm worried
about my little girl going to that
park," sald a resident, who spoke of
the flder youths kicking out the
smal ids who also want to play
in_the gark and at the basketball
court.
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