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Joe George, shown here carrying the ball in 1988 for the Farm-
ington Hills Harrison football team, has changed uniforms and

ia now a cheerleader on the
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State

ty.

Role reversal

Former player George cheering

By Rob MacDonald

___spoclalwrlter______ .

Joe George will wear a unlform at
every Michigan State University
football game this fall, but no one
will see hitn scorc a touchdown,
calch a pass or even touch the ball,

The farmer Farmlrgton Hilis Har-
rison all-stater will have an Indirect
rale In what the Spartans do since
hls unlform will be that of an MSU
male cheerleader.

Gearge, who played on consecu-
tive Class B championship teams at
Harrison in 1988-89, was sclected to
the ninc-man, 12-woman cheerlead-
Ing squad In April.

Since playing football was no long-
er an option for the 6-foot George,
who played at 185 pounds In high
school, he declded to try cheerlead-
ing as a means of staying close to the
game.

“Being on the squad was the next-
best step 1o being on the football
team,” he said.

GEORGE WAS a two-way starter
as a senlor at Harrlson, playing full-
back and defensive end. He was a
first-team All-Observer and Class B
all-state selection on defense where
he made 77 solo tackles and had 17
assists for the undefeated Hawks In
1989,

“Although I don't fcel like 1 am
part of the team like 1 was In high
school," George sald, "1 do feel llke I
am still part of the atmosphere.”

A shoulder Injury he sulfered In
hls senjor year at Harrison was one
reason George elected not to contln-
ue the pursuit of a playing carecr.

“The doctors told me to do light-
weight, high-repetition Ilfting (lo re-
pair the shoulder),” he sald, “and I
pretty much llgurc lh.-u': whnl the’
girls are.

‘Afthough I don’t feel
like 1 am part of the
team like | was in high
school, I do feel like |
am still part of the
atmosphere.”
— Joe George
former Harrison back

py the time he was accustomed to

spending with {ootball,

“1 also would have had to put on at
least 40 pounds to play In college. 1
tigured that was a no go."

George said his declslan ta give up
Ioothall left him missing the game.
He wanted anather actlvity to occu-

“IT'S FUN, plus, I'm still near the
sport,” he said of cheerleading. "It
keeps me from missing playing as
much.”

George said his sister’s roommate
being a cheerleader and o {riend
having tried out for the team Inter-
ested him in dolng the same.

He spent two months practlcing to
make the squad. He began going to
Informal workouts conducted by ex-
perienced members of the squad in
carly March, Those sessions allowed
him- to learn the basic tumbling
routines and stunts used In
cheerleading.- . c. e

__years..to.go. before .

George sald he always wanted to
learn how to tumble and made a lot
of progress n the workouts,

“I couldn't do a cartwheel two
months before tryouts,” he said.
“For the tryouts, { had to be able to
do a roundaff backhand spring :md a
standing back tuck.

“The tryouls had me pretty ner-
vous for the two-week stretch it was
going on. After the first ¢uts, I real-
ized I was just there to have fun. “1f 1
make it, I make it. If T don't, 1
don't." "

At the {ryouts, George sald he and
the other candidates were judged on
singing the MSU fight song, a chore-
ographed dance and a tumbling rou-
tine performed by a man-woman
team,

GEORGE SAID he did not have a
strength In any of those activitles re-
lated to cheerleading when he start-
ed and stil} has room for lmnrovc
ment:

"As of right now, I have light
need a lot of work, but It's

George said his football experi-

ence at Harrison alded him In mak-,

ing the squad, “because It gave me
the mental discipline to do some-
thing untll I'm proficlent at It,"
sald.

Harrison ‘football coach John
Herrington said he wasn't surprised
George would try cheerleading as an
alternatlve to playing.

“If anybody would do something
like that, it would be Joe,” he said.
“He always showed an enthuslastic
attitude when he was at Harrison.”

Herrington thinks George will do
as well cheerleading as he did play-
ing {ootball.

“With his athlctic abllity, he'll be
able to do the gymnastics,” he said.
“He knows the game well, too. So
he'll do fine.”

GEORGE'S FIRST live perform-
anc: as a cheericader was at the an-
nual Green and White scrimmage
April 27 at Spartan Stadlum.

The crowd was not as large as
some of those he played In front of
while a player at Harrison, he said.

+ The crowd was about half the size of

those that saw the Hawks win state
champlonships in the Pontiac Sliver-
dome.

Belng on the sideline cheering in-
stead ol on the fleld playing took
some getting used to, also.

“It's ditferent.” George sald, "1
zoned out the crowd when 1 was
playing football. Now I'm trylng to
be In the game, yel excite the
crowd.”

‘The Sparians open thelr 1991 sea-
son with a home game against Cen-
tral Michigan on Saturday, Sept. 14.

'm . good,”. be ..

Commission
emphasizes

By C.J. Rlssk
slaff writer

The spotlight has been Intense.
For several years, intercollegiate
athlelics have been scrutinlzed and
dissected by all soris of commisslons
and in-depth studies.

What have they uncovered? Prob-
lems, to be sure — serious problems,
in some cases. )

Willlam Shelton, the president of
Easlern Michigan University, is the
only NCAA Divislon I representative
from Michlgan on the President’s
Commlssion, a collectlon of 44
NCAA 1 collcglate heads-of-state.
‘The commisslon’s job wasn't clear at
1ts inception, said Shelton, but it has
evolved into “quite a powerful

It's purpose ks now clear; Put per-
spectlve back into Intercolleglate
athletics and make sure the student
part of student-athlete is empha-
slzed. .

ALTHOUGH THE three four-year
institutions located within the Ob-
server & Eccentric coverage area —
Oakland Unlversity, Madonna Uni-

versity and St. Mary's College —
aren’t directly affected by NCAA I
rullngs, they will feel the ramlfica-

tons.

They have already.

But not as much as ope mlghl ex-
pect. The smaller the school, the Jess
chance there s for abuse. One rea-
son Is there isnt enough money in-
volved to take the risk,

Another is that athletes at the
INCAA II or NAIA level are geaer-
ally more reallstic about thetr
chances of making a profession of |
thele sport. They are In school to get

a degree.
That is what the NCAA's presi-
dents have been trying to push — ac-
ademics over athletics, Proposition
43, which cstablished criteria for
prospective freshmen  student-ath-
letes, is a result of that effort. More_
are forthcoming.

“THERE'S BEEN a lot of atten-
tion given to the athlete portlon of
the student-athlcte, but what about
the student portion?” Shelton asked:
Which is why the NCAA is currently
contemplating moving up the minl-
mum grade point average for incom-
Ing student-athletes and making eli-
gibility requirements more rigid.

Other proposals include passing 24
credit hours a year and elght hours
he previous semester to remaln eli-
gible.

While some may view Lhe new
standards as too restrictive, local
schoals greeted them with a shrug.
‘The reason: They already have simi- |
lar standards, In some cases more
restrictive, in place.

In the NAIA, for example (Madon-
na and St. Mary's arc both NAIA
members), entrance requirements
for freshmen athletes are fulfilllng
two of the following three: a 2.5
grade point; an 18 on the ACT exam;
belng in the top 50 percent of your
graduating class,

ACCORDING TO Madonna athlet.
ic director Ray Summers, “Athletes
must meet normal admlsslon poli-
ctes.” The same is true at QU, sald
Glenn Jackson, the athletlc depart-
ment’s faculty representatlve sinee
1974. Any cxceptlons “are made by
the admisslon's office, not the athlet-
icdepartment.”

Jackson has been attending NCAA
conventlons for 15 years; hc's scen
the changes, “There were hardly any
presidents there (before)” he re-
flected. “And they were hardly no-
ticeable.”

That's not the. case anymore.
“There were 8t least 250 at the last

_essarily_eliminate_a_problem.

academics

meeting and they were definitely ac-
tive, They were expressing their
opinlons, in several cases instead of
thelr athletic department represent-
atlves.”

Stressing academics over athletics
1s one way presidents plan to gain
control of their athletic depart-
ments. At OU, said Jackson, that's
never been a problem.

“Academics have always been
stressed over athletlcs,” he sald.
“We've been fortunate to have had
two athletic directors, Corey Van
Flect and now Paul Hartman, who
both flrmly belleve students are here
to be students, not athletes."

AS PROOF, one need look ne fur-
ther than the Hilton Woods case.
Woods was an Olymplc-callber
swimmer (he competed In Scoul in
1988 for his homeland, the Antllles-
Netherlands) who falled to pass
enough credit hours last fall to re-
main ellgible.

Through an agreement with facul-
ty members, Woods — OU's top
sprinter and the key to their NCAA
11 champlonship hopes. — was (o
have completed the work In the win-
ter, get a grade changed and regatn
his cligibility. But after examining
the situation, It was ruled no such
adjustment would be allowed.

Woods was ruled inellgible on the

eve of the NCAA II meet; OU fin-
ished second.
' At Madonpa, academle restric-
tions have taken their toll as well,
but have stii been adhered to. The
softball team, embarking on lts inl-
tlal season this spring, lost its top
two pltchers to academic-related
problems.

“You have to have a sound aca-
demic philosophy,” Insisted Sum-
mers. “Each coach knows the pur-
pose of the unlversity is educatlon.”

STILL, MAKING more stringent
academic requirements doesn’t nec-

deed, it may create more,

“If you really look-at It, athietes
have many more demands than nor-
mal students,” said EMU’s Shelton.
“They have to pass so many credits,
plus they have to practice 12 months
a year,

“I'm thinking what's most In need
of attention is the demand on stu-
dent-athletes' time. 1 1 could give a
student-athlete anything, it would be
more time.”

There are perks, to be sure. Nor-
mal students don't receive the aca-
demlc attention athictes do, with the
avallability of tutoring, close moni-
toring of grades and mandatory
study halls. What student-athletes do
In the classroom Is watched closely
by coaches and/or faculty advisors.

THAT COULD tend. 10 alicnate
athletes fram the rest of the student
population more than they already
are, glving them a different perspec-
tive of college Wife.

But with college athletics receiv-
ing such high-profile attention, salv-
ing that problem may prove impossi-
ble. Summers maintains above all
else, at Madonna coaches must
“present a clear understanding of
athletics and academics. They go
hand-in-hand, but academlics always
come first.

“I think the thrust behind academ-
les will continue.™

With renewed interest in graduoa-
tlon rates (the NCAA IF will require
such data in 1992) and a student-ath-
Iete’s progress towards completlon
of a degree, academic all-star ath-
letes — like Walt Bartels of Plym-
outh, a Mich!gan State hockey player
with a 4.0 grade point and a two-
time Big Ten Medal of Honor winner
— may start recelving more atten-
tlon than merely athletic standouts,

Rocks capture
state baseball

By Dan O'Meara
statf writer

“We've been very calm and matter-of-fact In
our approach. We haven't really cclebratcd until

Plymouth Salem could‘ tinally let loase and
celebrate Its baseball successes Saturday after-

noon.

‘The biggest prize of all — the state champlon-
ship — belongs to the Rocks, who rallied to beat
Rochester 4-1 in'the Class A {ina] at Balley Park

the last out today."

1975,

THE ROCKS (27-8) used solid pliching by sen-
jor Jetf Bellsle and a two-run homer by junior
shortstop Ed Gundry to beat Rochester {28-6) and
win Ita second state title, the first coming-in

Dolng hls pa

fect complement to fellow senior Scott Rodgers,

the winning pl

He gave up
walk anybody
year with a 5:0

“To win baseball gnmes you have to throw

better than us.”

Grosse Pointe North.

rt in the final, Belisle was the per-
teher In the semifinal game with
six hits In seven lonings, didn't

and struck out five to finish the
record.

in Battle Creek.

Salem coach John Gravlin Implored his team
Lg remaln focused on that ultimate goal through-
out the tournament.

I told them If we won our district, they'd win
it all,” Gravlin said. | sald that (o fire them up.
We just believed it from that point.

The Falcons advanced to their first champton-
ship game with a victory over Midland Daw In
the semifinals Friday.

"“We hit the ball, but they made some big plays
defcnsively and shut down some of our rallles,”
Rocheater coach Bob Dieters sald. "They de-
served to win the game, but there ll;tn'l many

strikes and play defense more than hit.” Graviin
safd. “That's haw Jefl Belisle got to be our No. 2.
He throws strikes and makes them put the ball in
play. He threw only 10 balls In the last four mn
Ings. .

championship
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