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Mary Miller: Making the most of her .ro_I'e as an emcee

. .By.Larry O’Connor

staff writer

f‘ Mary Miller bad one of those the
‘other. evening. IU's & night when co-
medians, if given the choice between
break dancing on a floor with a
slithering plle of cobras or taking the
stage, rubbing elbows with snakes-
4ins doesn't seemsobad.

“It was,” says Miller, “a horrible
bell glg."

‘The term is common among come-
dlans. Her comedic equivalent of
purgatory came recently headlining
for a one-night engagement in a
small bar with an audience of men,
$9.9 percent of whom were drunk.
+. Now, Mary, what was that line
about PMS and its male alternative
»of DGA (Didn't Get Any)? Or how
about the one about your ex-husband
and the stripper?

- Well, needless to say, that sort of

{female stuff doesn't play in a sea of
stale beer and O1d Spice,
., "You learn not to take it personal-
ly," says Miller, 33, a former Farm-
ington Hilla resldent. “After you do
it 30'many times, you say to your-
seif; *Hey, 1 know this worked last
night” A lot of comedy Is sticking
with [L”

. Such Miller has learned after two
years of loiling on the comedy club
clrcuit. The experlence embosses
.one with a thick coat of rejection re-
pellent, the kind of stuff that comes
qnly after performing more than a
handful of shows.

AND THESE things cannot be
taught in school. Not that Miller
dida't try, though.

.She s ooe of several graduates of
the Jonathon Round Laugh Acade-
my, an intensive 10-week covrse for
aspiring comedians.

Students were assigned to write up
to 20 jokes a week and perform the

" material in front of classmates. Mll-
ler found the course enriching,
launching her into comedy.

Miller has slnce been busy per-
forming at area clubs, such as Chap-
ln's, Joey’s and the Comedy Castle.
Mostly, it's come In the role of an
emcee. Lately, she has been appear-
ing as a feature act. .

“The thing about being an emcee
is that you have to go up there and

. you have a cold audience. And, if you
can't break the lee, it's more difli-
cult for the headliner.”

But in Mliler's case, the 15-20 min-
vte spots allow her to showcase
some vibrant material that ranges
from spiked glrl talk to self-effaclng
humor. Miller pokes fun‘at ber mar-
riage of slx years (“One year he got
me a stripper for my birthday. Ya,
she was really nice.”) -

The bit draws laughs, but one
night Miller was leery using it. Her
ex-husband turned up at the comedy
club to see her perform.

“He thought it was funny," she

id

sald.

Miller's also good at Interacting
with an audience, trading a repartee
or two when need to be.

‘COMEDY CLUBS

SOMETIMES, SHE has to stretch
her act a bit. One night, the headlin-
er'was lale and the feature act didn't
g0 beyond 25 minutes, So Miller waa
Ieft to fill the gap. She ended up sisig.
ing "Rocky Top." .

Which wasn't as difficult as it
sounds. -Miller spent time in’ her
hometown of Alexandria, Ohlo, In
Licklog County, performing as a
country singer. e .

Comedy came as a natural out-
growth, golng back to childhood, She
used humor {0 cope with growing up
overwelght. .

“When you're =z little fat kid,
you're not the most popular girl in
school. ‘A Jot of 1t (bumor) was to
make friends. If you're fun to be
around, you're more likely to make
Iriends.”

Her $-foot-10 frame carried 210
pounds at one time. She has since
shed 50 pounds through dieting an
aerobles. '

Miller will shed more than that In
March 1992, Then she'll leave her
daytime job as a secretary (o pursue
comedy on a full-time basis.

“It's a little scary , . . You have
this cushion of a daytime job, If your
depending on it to pay your bllls,
you'll work a lot harder.”

Mary Miller appears along with
Keith Ruff and Danny Ballad
Thursday through Saturday, June
20-22, at the Holly Hotel, 110 Bat-
tle Alley, Holly, For information,
call 634-5210.

A graduate of
the Jonathon :
Round Laugh"

* Academy,
Mary Miller has
been polishing
up her routine
at Chaplin's,
Joey's and the
Comedy
Castle, mostly
in the role of
emcee,

. . .

“- Here are listings of some come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
. -know who is appearing at your

club, send the information “to: .

‘Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150,

® COMEDY CASTLE

Tim LUty will appear with Eric
‘Tuopey Tuesday-Saturday, June 18-
22, at the Comedy Castle, 269 E.
Fourth, Royal Oak. Show tlme is 8:30
p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and
8:30 and 11 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day. For reservations, call §42-9800.

® JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

' h
" Refrest & WE JOIN

ments * Dancin

Steve Gates will perform Wednes-
day-Saturday, June 19-22, at Joey's
Comedy Club and Sports Emporium,
15246 Southifleld Road, Allen Park.
Show times are 9 p.m. Wednesday
and Thursday, 8:30 and 10:45 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. For informa-
tlom, call 382-7041.

® JOEY'SLIVONIA

Jeft iobson will perform with
Kevin James and Elliott Branch
Wednesday-Saturday, June 19-22, at
Joey's Comedy Club, Stoyan's
Seafood & Steakhouse, 36071 Plym-
outh Road, Livonla. For [nformation
or reservatlons, call 261-0555. *
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® JOEY'S AT THE ROXY

Mark Knope will perform Friday-
Saturday, June 21-22, at The Roxy,
Haggerty Road, near I-94, Belleville.
For information, call 699-1829.

® HOLLY HOTEL

Dan Ballard will perform with
Keith Ruff and Mary Miller Thurs-
day-Saturday, June 20-22, at the Hol-
ly Hotel, 110 Baltle Alley, Holly.
-Show times are 8:30 p.m. Thursday,
8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For reservations, call 63¢-
1891,

® MISS KITTY'S
David Harry will perform with

IN YOUR_OWN BACKYARD!

Donnell Friday-Saturday, Jupe 21-
22, at Miss Kitty's Comedy Club,
Long Branch, 595 N. Lapeer Road,
Oxford. For Informatlon, call 628
6500.

® MAINSTREET

Jon Ress will appear Friday-Sat-
urday, June 21-22, at MainStreet
Comedy Showcase, 314 E. Liberty,
Ann Arbor. Show times are 8:30 and
11 p.m. Friday and 7, 9 and 11 p.m.
Saturday. For information, call $96-
9080.

® BEA'S COMEDY CLUB
Mark Stil) Skeeter Murry and
Downtown Tony Brown will perform
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Friday-Saturday, June 21-22 , at
Bea's Comedy Club, 541 Larned, De-
troit. Show times are 8:30 and 11
p.m, For informatlon, call 961-2581.

® LOONEY BIN

Kirk Noland will appear with
Steve Bllls and Derek Turner Fri-
day-Saturday, June 21-22, at The
Wolverine Restaurant and Looney
Bin Comedy Club, 1655 Glengary,
Walled Lake. For reservations and
show times, call 669-8374.

@ DUFFY'S

The Bob Posch Comedy Show will
perform 9 and 11 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays during Junc at Duffy’s

Waterfront Inn, 8635 Cooley Lake
Road, Union Lake. For reservations;
call 363-9469. 1

® PINE KNOB

The New Pine Knob Music The-
atre Series No. 1 will feature’ Red
Skelton, June 30; Don Rickles with
‘Toal Tennlille, July 9; and Alan King
with Paula Poundstane, Aug 7, Se-
ries No. 14 features Budd Fried-

" man’s “Night at the Improv"” with

Loule Anderson, Joe Nipote, Mike
Binder, Bobby Colllns and Ron Pear-
sop, July I; Jay Leno, July 24; and
George Carlin with America, July
25. For information, call 377-8200,
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