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He dlgs it

OCC teacher leads excavation

By Janice Brunson
stalf writer

The shard of blackencd stone dis-
covered -atop & flat hill pear-a
stream in Waghtenaw County nl(era
elns to the past.

After a successful day of huntlng
some 5,000 years ago, a Natlve
American hunter mlumcd to the
hilltop and prepared his game by
roasting it in a stone oven dug deep
{nto the carth. |

- The shard, onc of thousands re-
cently uncovered at the site, Is part
of the anclent roasting oven, accord-
ing to Rick Zurel, a !eachcr of an-
thropology at Schoolcraft College In
Livenla and Oakland Comm\mlly
College in Auburn Hills,

Since May, Zurel, his students and
others bave becn excavating therhill-
top, scarching for clues to ancient

ln addition to shards, uaey hnve
also uncovered dozens of stone frag-
ments from tools and spears, -
cating a stone-age community once
flourished there during the Late Ar-
chalc era before man had discovered
the bow and arrow or pottery,

“AT ONE TIME, everybody in the
world lived this lUfestyle,” Zurel said
of his hunter, adding the man might
also have bofled game by heating a
stone red hot and then dropping it
into a bowl crafted from tree bark.

"“There is always & sense of mys-
tery fn finding things that are very
anclent, in being able to say that
right oo this very spot 5,000 years
ago, someone made a kool. Seelng a
tiberglass or plastic replica is not
the same thing.”

Zure first located the spot (0 1968,
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during a drive In the countryside
.while earning a degree in anthropol-
‘ogy from Oakland University in Ro-
chester Hills, After graduate studies
In Georgia, digs in Missourl New
Mexlco, and a brief career in bank-

ing, he has returned to the hilllop lo- -

cated In the center of a hayfield.

To provide hands-on experience in
an outdoor classroom of sorts,
Schoolcraft Collége has leased the
field for use by students and others
who are members of the Schooleraft
Anthropological Soclety,

Since May, they have gathered ar-
tifacts plowed to the surface by
modern farmers and mapped distri-
butlon of the found objects In order
to pinpoint areas called “featurcs.”

Archeologleal features Jnclude
areas once to make or sharpen
tools, cooking and habitation areas
and roasting or garbage pits, clues to
llile In an anclent stone-age commu-
nity.

“There are deflnitely houses, but
they might be tricky to find," Zurel
8ald, because all that remalns to be
lnund are “stalns™ from decayed

poles that once scrved as house

beams.

“IT GIVES ME a chance to do
more than read,” said Rich Richards
of Plymouth, an historian whose prl-
mary interest in the project is new
inslght into the people who first in-
habited America.

Zurel sald that the people who
once inhabited the village were Na-
tive Amerlcans but bear litle re-

Marking otf the dig site using the grid system
is Rick Zurel, a teacher of anthropology at Oak-

tand Community College in Aubu

ing Zurel at the site are (from left) Cori Pitcher,-

Gary Blain of Clarkston Kristin Mi

semblance to today's Indians.
ita Brown, a Westland resldent
who for two years has been presi-
dent of the Schoalcralt Anthropologl-
cal Soclety, is most Interested in cul-
tural aspects the dig might uncover.
“My. faverite study is their life
style, how ‘they married, foods they
ate, that sort of thing A new
mother, she is unable to spend much
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Thein. Since May, Zurel, his students and oth-

ers have been g the hilitop,

for clues to ancient man. Zurel earned a degree
--in anthropotogy from Oakland Unlversity in Ro- —-

chester Hllis

rn Hills. Join-

ller and Todd
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“It's intereating,” sald Clody
McGowen of Livonia, “to find some-
thing that old that's still areund." On
her first trip to the hilltop last
month, she discavered a stone spear
head

Carl Wall, a retiree from Plym-
outh, has helped Zurel map the finds,
plotting their location on the hill for

clues to potentlally promising future
excavatlon.

The sito was targeted for work
partially due to its proximity to
Schoolcraft College, Zurel said.

While other sltes are jocated closer,
many have been bulit on.

For more informatlon about the
class or the dig, call 452-4435.

VISIT OUR
NEW SHOWROOM

- High Efficlency Gas Furnace

$1,995%

TTJ718 TUC0408924
A dm——. 1899 S, TELEGRAPH | 23026 COMMERCE | CALL TODAY
A A W . (0)F(ELD HILLS | FARMINGTON HILLS | FOR A FREE
338-6666 | 442-7100 IN-HOME
HEATING : COOLING  g42-7150 - ESTIMATE
JUNE 21st and 22nd

SHOW YOU CARE

W e Elegant | Gaally Crad N
y Cratied o
o?’(,‘a I)mmtmd & Gemstone Jewelry %%%
O
Expressions by Michael %
We Are Extraordinarily Impressed
You Will Bic Too .. .SAVE 30%
MEET MICHALL MEET MICHAEL
= It
At Detroit a mnam_ﬂrld Hills
7371 Third Ave. Woodward Ase.
o, o

Fiest. the Class

e (umununn
Jul latee W Ak
eatitd 1List for

Tiprones

Made

hle

" Martabesh” Colive o
et e stpped in
e 1 gl b

109, SAl

¢

a4

-~ PER
GALLON

For two days only
participating Mobil dealers
will donate 4¢ for each
gallon of gasoline sold to
support the American Red
Cross of South-eastern
Michigan. Please help your
local Mobil dealer
support this worthy cause.

American
Red Cross

*1.99

Limit 2 per customer

20 oz. 8 pak
Limited quantities

S59¢

Single Serving Slze
Limit 2 per cusiomer

Gatorade

16 oz.

, 5Q¢ | mwan:
99+

Same
Price

Candy Bars

3 For

Mobil
Il

Pay Day & Whoppers

PuS—— KING SIZE
R e M&M/Mars or
:,me!»'.‘; Candy B it
andy Bars Credlt

3 for 99¢

YoxxiE] 2 For
s QO9¢

Cash

To apply for your own card, call:

1-800-662-4520

w“agoEAYY & anane Rven
ARLINGTON

anand mvln & wizom
on

MasLE s DICREN
WALLED LAKE
.

HOUND & 8 WL
STPALING HEIGHTE

*Food Iltema Nol Avadabie

**Urie Chartes Puza Nol Avadabie

20 0T & HavEw
utica

18 her a v
*

WOOOWARG & LONG LARY
w00

OMCHARD LAk &
ontiwr e
HIBHLAND & CATRCENT LARE

OPOYKE & PEATHPRSTONS
AuBURAR MILLE

PEnmeet & Givennoi
# o

*r £0R0 & wyowing
i e ARBONN
sconaL & mDoLERELY
RoOMU

MOELD ML

T WL ooMIRLD

TR O
10 WiLr & WCHOENHERR
WARAEN

Oers Good Oty Al Paricipa ng Ucd! Dexees June 218t 300 2300

panrEn &8 MiLE
BT CULAIA SHORER

® MLz 2 1L00GE FRWY
BoUINnELD

CHeLaEa 2 10

CroTNmEnn
e neanTe

L8 4 GEQUINORY
TPALING HEIONTE

wr v
e

canry
Ereaif i

12 (LT & DTQUINDRE-" MIGNLAND RD. & ROMTIAC L. 11 MAE & GREEMAELD
WANAEN rouTiac Lo

soutHrl

1P sLE & MiDDLERTLY
on

BEVEN MY & 47LO PRWY
DeTRONT Fanminat

WALTON & ADAMS
ROCHERTIR HILLE

vt
81 cLan

ALLIN & COma

anove & nansOsvILLE
o

onee
QRARD VIR & 187OR0 ROAD
i

ML & uvaN
W HUDBON - UvomiA MELVINOALR




