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Human. drama draws attorney to criminal Iaw

By Josnne Iullundd‘
staff writer 1

You could say Tim xu'ahy'. legal
career began with frregular lunch

“It was my father who suggested [
go next door and see what was hap-
pening,” sald the 15-year lm-mlng-
ton Hills resident. i

Next door to the Dewq Free
Press, where Keany speat. working
some of hls college sun was
the federal Court House, young
psychology major tobk his dad's ad-

vice. .

“q thought, Gee, u:lm'ioob Inter-
esting.’ It scemed more Interesting
than what was zolnz on In wycholo-

gy.” Kenny sald.

He went on to law lchool at the
Unlversity of Minnesota.

b
YOU'VE PROBABLY.geen Kenny
on TV, Or In the newspaper, Think of
some of Wayne County‘rl:wm high-
proflle or infamous eriminal cases
.lnd you might begin to plm:e Ken-
ny's name.
He is the Wayne County assistant
rosecutor who handled-the Ronald
Balley child killer case 1o the mid.

1980s and most recently prosecuted
Harper, now known as the
assisted sulcide case.

“The Harper case is an r.nmpla of
how a criminal case can have an im-
pact on, and shape events beyond the
four walls of the courtroom,” sald
the soft-spoken, yet dellberlln Ken-
ny.

HE HAS SEEN pleniy In his 15
years as a prosecutor. But he tries to
keep it all on an even keel.

“Tt can't help but Impact on you to
see the brutality and senseless vio-
lence that goes on. It can be depress-
ing at times.”

But he keeps one thing in mind:

ere is a countervelling- force,
nm are any number of instances
where people do come forward and
tell us what they know, They assist
us and we can get the dangerous peo-
Pple off the streets. For me, that hu
good check on becoming cynical.”

WHILE IN law school Kenny
warked in a legal ald clinic. In the
summer between hls second and
third years of law school, he got an
Internship in the prosecutor’s office
in Detrolt. That elnched his future.

“I found It was more rewardlng to
represent the victim's side of -the
matter than representing the defend-
ant,” sald Kenny, chalrman of the
Farmington YMCA.

He Is a member of the Farmington
Hills Pollee ‘Department’s Citizens
Crime Prevention Committee and
was the one who suggested using vol-
unteers to enforce new handicap
parking regulations, Kenny alsolsa
member of the Michigan Bar Associ-
satlon's Crime Victims Committee.

THE ASSISTANT prosecutor re-
cently was the first state practition-
er to be honored with the prestigious
1991 ‘Leonard R, Gliman Award
from the Detroit chapur of the Fed-
eral Bar Assoclation. The award Is
presented annually to & criminal law
practitioner.

The award is umed for the late
Gilman, who served as U.S, attorney
for the Eastern District for four
years until his death In 1985.

“He was a man who took his work
seriously, but not himself too seri-
ously,” Kenny said of the man with
whom he once worked. “He had a
humility that was appeallng.”

Kenny knew he- had bcen noml-

nated for the award by Michigan Su-

preme Court Justice Patricla Boyle

and Detrolt Recorder’s Court Judge

Terrance Boyle.

“It's a high honor In the sepse that
it is the greatest compllment you
can have as a profcssional to earn
the respect and recognition of your
peers.”

JUSTICE BOYLE spoke of Ken-
ny's closing arguments at the
awards dinner recently. But Kenny
will. tell you those closings to the
juryukewme practlce. .

“The t trial lawyers will

" tell you our mnln functlon in persua-

slon Is to put a vivid, verbal plcture
befare the jury,” sald Kenny, who
lauds his wile, June,

“For every good {inal argument,
my wile bas heard 10 dress rehcars-
ls that are far from exceptional.”

DESPITE HIS leanlng toward
prosecution, Kenny left the prosecu-
tor’s office In 1987 and joined the
Farmington Hills firm of Largon,
Harms, Wright & Blbeau, which at
the time represented the city of
Farmington Hills.

He relurned to the prosecutor’s

office almost 2% years later, It was
for the same reason he left the pro-
secutor’s office, al which time he

was In a more supervisory pesition,.

and then the private law firm, There
simply wasn't enoug,h time in trial
for Kenny.

“1 found I was pot spending as -

much time in the courtroom. I found
my first love was criminzl law. For

.m¢, trying cases Is the most import-

ant part of practicing.”

HUMAN . DRAMA is what dmwa
Keanny to criminal law,

“In Wayne County, there’s a poten-
tial to have an impact on the quality
of life we have by how we seriously
treat certain cases and how lenlently
we treat others.”

The courtroom Is what drew Ken-
oy back to the prosccutor's office.
This time around he was hired to
tandle the high-priority cases and
special assignments.

Throughout his teoure, be has
learned how to handle the altention
his cases bring and the barrage of
medla,

I found that once Lhe trial and
court proceedings ‘begin, I become
focused and I block out who is there
observing.”

ll'a what well-known athletes talk
abo

“Once the contest bcglns. you be-
come totally absorbed.

COMPETITION. Kenny loves it

“I enjoy the process of putting cas-
es together. And then deciding how
hey should be presented. The chal-
lenge of cress-examination is always
Interesting. I think you earn your
money on your final argument; pre-
senting it In a persuasive, coherent
form. 1t's a challenge.”

Kenny likens the whole process to
maklng a movle. It needs a begln-
ning, middle and end. And then
there's all the characters and drama
in between.

Political squabbles diminish confidence in state MET program

By Judith Doner ch
and Tim Richard
stalf writers

Several Oakland County parents who
have enrolled their children In the Michigan
Education Trust are upset that the pre-paid
tultion pmgnm has became 2 polltical foot-
ball.

“I lnvcslzd in the state o{ Michigan — not
In a political party,” said Beverly Hills resi-
dent Renee King. "1 thought Michigan
might be a forerunner lnr a natfonal move-
meat.”

King, and her husband, Mlchul. & bank-
er, invested to secure a bigher education for
thelr son, who has just completed kinder-
garten.

But, “my confidence level in the prognm
has dwindled,” King sald. “I'm fecling anx-
lous about it and I am making sure l have
other means to finance his education.’

. West Bloom{leld subseribers Gordon and
Susan Schlom thoroughly researched the

Mm‘belore signing up ‘They are also "very
e

"l think it comes down 1o the question of
what kind of mandate government has to
(he people,” Susan Schlom sald. “The impli-
catlons are terrible. What does it say about
integrity?"”

The Schloms bave used the MET to coun-
sel lhelr children, Samara, 183, and r.‘sdun

John) Engler ulh about educauon and on
the other.,

Just one o! the parents lntervlcwed was |
taking it more or less in stride,

“At this point we're not panicking,” sald
Pan Godchaux of Blrmingbam, a member -
of the Blrmingham school board.

“We signed up all three of our kids —
Britg, 12, Kelly. 10, Jus, 7, — at our first

12, “to go to sc 00ls.”

We stil] consider it a very good

Since the program only to pay the
{ultion rates at Mlchlganu public colleges
and unlversities, she sces an added benellt
to the state of Michigan: “It's a way of
keeplng our talented students In state.”

FARMINGTON HILLS PARENT Judy

Kessler attended the informational lectures
lhnl preceded the inceptlon of the MEI‘ and

“1 can't believe that a chubllcun admin-
istration would do away with it,” Godchaux
added. “He (Engler) should realize how
many subscribers he has from Oaklxnd
County.” N

who sp

the pmpald college tultion program agrees
ihat Engler would be “foolish™ to cnd the
Trusf

‘'was lwcpt up by all the
She and her husband, Alan, took out a
Toan to enrol! in the program for their old-
est two chﬂdrun Scth, now 14, and Bree, 11.
Now, , It makes me feel nervous
about wmt I've done. On one hand, {Gov.

I think it's valld for his adminlstration
or anyone else to evaluate MET's actuarial
viabllity,” sald Rep, James Kesteva, D-Can-

MET, we turmn mlluge education from a
post-) pnld to a pre-paid program. We get
parents to hink in advance about financing
college."”

Two actuarial rtporu gave MET res|
able ratings, subject to the uncertalnties o(
politlcs. The MET board has not met this
year, but the fund is the subject of much
rumor in Lansing,

ALTHOUGH FORMER Gov. . James
Blanchard's name was on the MET pro-
gram, Kosteva sponsored the leglslative bill
under which parents or grandparents would
pay a lump sum into an loterest-carning

“trust fund. The fund would guarantee to

cover their child's tultion in a Michigan
publlc college.

Now chalr of the House Colleges and Uni-
versities Committee, Kosteva became 'the
father of twins about the same time the bill
was golng through the Legistature.

State Treasuver Doug Roberts sald re-
cently that If MET continues to aceept new
enrollees, it will no longer guarantee full
tultion. Instead, It may olfer a more expen-

slve package requiring investors to pay fed-
eral taxes, Roberts said.

The 55,000 existing contracts will be hon-
ored, state offlclals say.

When the program began in 1988, the
price was $6,700 to cnroll a newbarn and
guarantee four years of (ultion. By last fatl,
the price was $8,380, .

KOSTEVA NOTED that “Engler s vul-
nerable to same of the pundits of the pri-
vate investment community who have nev-
er looked on MET as favorable competition.
They will try to undermine the flscal as-
sumptions that determine MET prices.

“In the past, he has listened to the Mackl-
nac Center and some conservative groups.”

The deputy treasurer In the Engler ad-
ministratlon ls Gary Wolfram, a conserva-
tive economles professor and former Senate
staffer who had been critical of the MET
tdea during legistative hearings. In general,
conservatlves say MET doesn’t do anything

" that private companies can't do. They also

{eel Blanchard explolted MET polltlcally.

ton.
“But the basic premise remains: With
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