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Schools need

ICHARD DeVRIES says he'll be back.
‘Good for you, Mr. DeVries. And good for
the Farmington Schools.

up on Shiawassee Hill — was an also-ran in the
recent Farmington School Board election. But
the two-time loser said he won't be banished to
obscurity, altbough many in the community
would wish it so.

Running on a “fiscal responsibility” platform

finish a distant second behind board President
Susan Rennels, who had 1,573, Laura Myers
landed third with 423.

' The voters of the Farmington District did not
misspeak when they re-elected Rennels to.a
third term on the board of education. She knows
what she’s doing, or should after all these years.
The district is fortunate to have her on board.

seems to be building a following in the new sub-
divisions of western Farmington Hills, told us
he’ll try again next year.

- Myers, on_the other hand, said she probably

Olde Town is

. HE CITY COUNCIL did the right thing
recently when it voted to remove the
basketball hoops from Olde Town Park

. in southern Farmington Hills.

Not that we have anything agatnst basketball
or basketball players, but basketbatl isn't the is-
sue here. .

If you belleve area residents — and we do —
the courts at Olde Town (formerly Waldron) Park
were getting to be a gathering place for teens
and others who often brought trouble with them.

We believe public parks should not be staging
areas for troublesome peaple, nul In Farmingten
Hills, not anywhere

ACCORDING TO. rldénts, the courts were
the cause of increased traffic, an influx of loud

Warning:

constituencles in the months ahead.
First, we note that the Soclety of Pro-
fessional Journalists has honored Professor Jane
Briggs-Bunling for winning a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act suit against her own employer.

OU had attempted to hide reports on campus
crime from the student newspaper. Briggs-Bunt-
ing, an attorney and adviser to the Oakland Post,
won national attention with her suecessful case
late in 1990, SPJ labeled her “Journalist of the
Year" for her public services.

The case should serve as a warning to all 15
state universities and 29 community colleges
that you can't hide informalion on crime under
the false shroud of “student information.”

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY needs close

SECOND, THE resignation of Joseph Cham-
pagne as president brings to mind the secretive
way he was hired by a previous OU Board of
Trustees.

The 1980 board spl:l mto sub«zuorum groups,
interviewed pr behind

DeVries — the man they love to hate’

in the June 10 election, he pulled 906-votes to -

But DeVries, a Ford Motor Co. engineer who *

Keep trymg'

challengers

won’t run next year, but wlll continue asa
board-watcher,

GOOD AND good. The district needs board-
watchers and people willing to take on the estab-
lished order, even !f failure is almost certain
against a powerful, entrenched opponent. '

Now, Richard DeVries asked some tough ques-
tions about our schools in the past couple of
campalgns. At times he asked them in an abra-
sive;-caustic -manner, thus running afoul of the
school establishment and its supporters.”But he
asked the questions just the same.

People like DeVries and Myers are néeded to
challenge the status quo in local government. We
want to see more people willing to get involved,
ask hard questions, expect good answers and
maybe even knock off an undeserving incumbent
or {wo come election time.

- It's good for business ., , the public business
of running our schools and cities. It never hurts
to question authority, That's how we get at new
Ideas. That's how we Jearn the truth, Thnt’s how
we move ahead,

not for hoops

and profane youths from outside the area and
even some drug dealing.

Some parents sald they were afraid to let their
smatler children use the park at Waldron and In-
dependence. The older kids were running oﬂ' the
younger ones.

“We and our neighbors have had to put up with
foul language, fights, lack of parking for guests,
noise, vandalism . . . and outright fear for the
kids and property,” resident Wanda Schicker told
councll during a lively session.

So council voted 6-0 to hau! down the hoops —
and probably offered a collective silent prayer
that its action would solve the problem.

As we sald, it was a good move, It's a fine state
of affairs when a nice little ncighburhood park
b a ltability to |

Don’t hide behind closed doors

minimized and announced the new president dur-

serutiny from the public-and-ils campus—ing linal exams, assuring-a minimal audience.—|

This Is not to say the choice of Champagne was
bad. Indeed he has made a mark wlm the Oak-
land T 'y Park and resp ying
for research funds.

But the 1980 board did Champagne a disser-
vice with its neurotic secrecy followed by a law-
suit.

THE FULL QU board should interview all fi-
nalists for president in an open meeting, on cam-
pus, at a convenient time for its public. The Open
Mecetings Act requires it. The general public and
university community can be sure all candidates
are asked the same questions, without discrimi-
nation. The board Is forced to reveal ils own
agenda.

The experience of Qakland Community and
Schooleraft colleges shows another major ad-
vantage of open interviews. College communities
1u:nd to like the same cand(dnl“hat the board

kes,

It would be a greal benefit to Champagne’s
to be greeted warmly by everyone and

closed doors in a Melro Alrport hotel more than
40 miles from campus where scrutiny could be

sclves praising those in government for ac-

complishments that show both foresight

and a measure of self-sacrlfice on the part
of the governed.

That alone makes local programs to improve
the environment in western Wayne and Oakland
Counties praiseworthy.

We're talking, of course, about recycllng.

Virtually every community covered by the Ob-
server & Eccentric has launched an effort to
change the way residents dispose of trash. Most
programs have been implemented within the last
year or two or are coming on-line during 1991.

Municipalities have drop-off recycling cen-
ters. Some also have curbslde recycling and
composting.

Farmington Hills and Livonla began their
curbside programs in July and others are:to fol-
_fow Jater (his year.

A dwindling number of Michigan landfills and
mounting concerns over Incineration make these
efforts necessary. New county and state laws re-

IT'S RARE THESE days that we find our-

nol just a board of trustees Iacmg a lawsuit over
its secrecy.

Recycling

Can we help environment?

garding solld waste disposal are also forcing the
hand of local governments.

BUT THAT DOESN'T change the fact that
elected offictals in cities and townships — many
of whom serve only part-tlme — have had to
struggle with Lhis often complicated and costly
technology. Politics has, for the most part, taken
a back seat to the genuine desire for cleaner,
greener communilies. )

And of course none of this would work without
patience and cooperation from resldents —
something we've also noted.

Separaling cans from bottles, plastic from
glass and peeling labels can be a tedious task
when you're used to just mindlessly throwing it
all at the curb on garbage day. Most people scem
to be adapting well, although resldents in some
communlties have been a little slow off the
mark.

Change is never easy. We're all fortunate that
recycling seems to be a change most are willing
to make. -

_tively_with_Mlchigan's _future,..In-
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State lacks resolve in
helpmg unemployed

“IT'S A FURTHER g of
the haves ard the have-nots.”

That's the way Garden City school
Superintendent Mike Wilmot so apt-
ly describes the most recent flasco
out of Lansing, a tax base sharipg
plan that divides the Wolverine State
inlo three

For
draw the line dlrectly along Eight
Mlle Road, from Lake St. Clair to
Lake Michigan, and you've outlined
the ghettoization of a state, the seg-
regation of an eatire region, a state
cstablished apartheid-like redlstrlet-
ing, atl in ane fell swoop.

For years now, a group of folks
have been trylng to flgure out how to
surgleally remove Detroit and its
surroundings from the rest of Michl-
gan, Now they've used school financ-
ing as an excusc to cxecute their
fondest dream.

1t's slek, really sick,

are for

We've got a problem all
right. But it's not
school financing or
properly taxes or even
the lagging American *
auto industry. Those
are all symptoms of a
much more lethal and
disturbing malady.

it's not school financing ;‘7r property
taxes or even the lagging American
auto industry. Those are all symp-
tomsof a much more lethal and dis-
turblng malady.

Michigan, its leaders and many
‘residents suffer (rom a lack of re-
solve, an unwilllngness:to deal with
_the ncarly 1 mllllon ple who are

rellef. Economlcally, this state s
golng to ruin. The state deficit looms
around $500 milllon. L

is state, many of
whom are black !
Like the tax-based }hnring plan

1s a crushing 9.6 percent and our sug-
ar daddy, the American autamobile
business, is on the ropes,

YET OUR BUSINESS and govern-
ment leaders refuse to remove their
heads from the sand and deal effec-

stead they want Lo play a shell game
with your chlldren’s educatlon and
pretend that's going to solve the In-
equities between school systems.
We've got a problem all right. But

ing Wayne County from a prospering
Oakland County, our {political and
business leaders' attitude toward the
unemployment crisls i§ to cut off, to
shut out the unemployed.

which :{idu a falter-

THE CURE for the économic woes

——of-this state is-lo-put peopie back-to—-

work, And tough bananas 1o those
who feel they are loo good to help
nur black brathers und sisters back

to
Wc jusl can't allotd your preju-
'

from our readers !

‘Newspapers.

Steve .-
Barnaby

dice any longer. -

And shame on short-sighted husl- :
ness leaders who believe ft's good for
thelr company to add lo the ranks of
the unemployed.

Working people pay Income tax,
buy homes, pay property taxes, buy * -
cars, pay sales tax. Unemployed peo-
ple don't.

They are (oreed to depend on mon-
ey from already ‘over-utllized gov-
ernment coffers, .

Imagine if cach of 800,000 unem-
ployed went back to work and'pald  ~
state Income tax of, say $600, just
$600. That's an addltonal $480 mil-
tion in state coffers.

Putting the unemployed back to
work also would bring great relicf to
the averburdened state budget.

But employing people lsn't a p.
ority among the power brokers I3
this state. That would take Initlative
and Imaglnation.-They-would-rather.
dazzle us with mirrors.

Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor for Obscrver & Ecccnlnc

Editorial was
way off base

To the editor:

T was surprised that your newspa-
per, after doing an excellent job in
coverage of the recent school board
election, took to berating those vol-
unteers who were excreising their
constitutional right by distributing
campalgn literature at the polls.
(Editarial, June 13)

Llterature distribution at the palls
Is not only protected by the Canstitu-
tion but is provided for by law which
sets a 100-foot minimum distance
from Lhe poll entrance In which such
distribution can take place.

You argue hat people refuse to
vote because they do not want to
face the llterature distributors. I
don't buy thal, There are several
reasons why people don't vote, but
that lsn't one of them.

While I put distributing literature
at the polls as the lcast effective of
all campalgn activities, I always ac-
cept what Is offered, read It and
properly dispose of it before enter-
ing the poll. The voter also has the
optlon of palitety refusing the lltera-
ture.

Tam well aware that these distrib-
utors arc volunteers, Without such
actlvlly and other campaign dolngs
we probably would have an even
smaller turnout than the low figures

Steve Barnaby managing editor
Judith Doner Berne
Dick Isham general mg

ager

slint manaqing editor

we post in local and school board
clections. .

I can remember when there was
opposition to the usc of lawn signs. It
Is now an accepted; practice in the
Farmington arca. ;am also aware
that hand distribution of literature is
a poor candidate’s way of campaign-
ing. These are the candidates who do
not get the big contributlens that
weuld allow them to mail literature
to every home in Lhe district,

stands at

to the suburbs they are a hazard oh N
our clean, well-kept roads, -
‘The pollce arc only doing thetr
Jobs to keep our clty from becvmlnz
another “Coleman” junkyard.

When the going gets lough, the
tough get going. Keep Farmington
and Farmington Hills beautiful, u{:
and junk free.

Timotby A. Da,
Farmingtoa Hil

the

the poll. This is a wonder{ul opporiu-
nlty for the prospective voters Lo
meet the candidate’ and possibly ask
questions about the Issues. 1 know
the value- of these encounters be-

cause I've been there.
Aldo Vagnozzl,
Farmington Hills

Keep town
‘junk free’

To the editor; B

The article on the NAACP's probe
Inta our city's police department
stinks to say the feast,

T hope to God that Chief Willlam
Dwyer doesn't bow or turn the other
cheek.

‘They drive In junk cars. Tn Detrojt,
the police do nothing. Of course, De-
troit is nothing, so when they come

— @Ohseruer & Eccentric Newspapers ——

Suburban Commumcations Corpy
Philip Power chaman ol Ihe boistd
Richard Aginian president

Mark Lewis direclor of advethuing
Fred Wright directot of circutation

Opinions are
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are bcsl.
when shared with others. '

That's why the Farmingion;
Observer encourages its read-;
crs to share their viows with:
others in the From Our Fead-
ers column.

Submitting a lelter to the ed-’
itor for publication is easy. Let..
ters should be typewritten or! -
printed legibly and kept to 300;
words. Letlers must boe signed; -
and include the address of |ho'
sender,

Lettors should be mailed ¥
the editor, The Farmington: :
Observer, 21898 memglon >1
Road, Farmingion 48336,




