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IXTEEN YEARS separate the

»palr of state champlonships

won by Plymouth Salem

baseball teams, but there is a

dpecial link between the two ball-
lobs., ©

The l-t: Wayne Sparkman
con the . Rocks to._their flrst

Class A Lmoin lﬂ’l.’t.and he was very
+ much ‘on_the minds of coaches and
¢ players Saturday whan Salem won
its second champlonship.

- The Rocks' 4-1 victory over Ro-
! chester 1n tha final at Eattle Creek

¢ was ‘a [ittlng salute to the former
fcomh. who dled of a heart attack at
¢ age 48 1ast November., .

§; left coaching alfter tak-
-ing Salem to the top nearly a gencra-
tion ago but had served as a school
* counselor since that time. Thus, he
. was known to the players, tco, and
* not just the coaches and administra-

- tors who were his friends and co-

workers, .

As a tribute to Sparkman, the
Rocks retired his number this year.
The slate champlomhlp made. the
tribute complete.

i “At the start of the year,” Salem
' coach John Gravlin said, “I remind-

ed the kids, if thelr goal was to win
the state champlonship, what a year
to do it when we were retiriog coach
Sparkman’s number.”

Annther coincldence la that Salem

{ “Mnished the season with & 27-8

“ pecord, winning the title with No. 33,
the number worn by Sparkman.

“He restored the Intensity and dis-
Teipline -to baseball Lo Plymouth,”
~-sald Salem assistant coach Dale

< Rumberger, who played on the first
‘team Sparkman coached at old

Plymouth High.

“He was in my thaughu (od:y,
cause it was Game 33 and yesterday
{Friday In the 6-5 semlfinal win over
Grosse Polnte North) it was 32, my
number — and he gave me my.num-
ber. He was a classy guy; we miss
himalot.”

A plaque bearing the No. 33 and a
picture of Sparkman will be put on
disptay in the trophy case at Salem
High Schoo!

“That will Jook mice next to the
championship trophy,” sald Gary
Balconl, assistant athletic director
&t Salem.

Bulconl and other schoal offlclals
were unable to attend the semifinal
game, because they were participat-
ing In the Wayne Sparkman Memori-
2] Golf Outing at Fellows Creek Golf
Course,

The event ls an annual end-of-year
outing for faculty and staff, and
Sparkman had been one of its maln
promoters and organizers. It was re-
named in his honor this year.

Balconi, who missed the final
game due to a family cvent In Ohlo,
called Plymouth-Canton Athletic Di-
rector Paul Cummings Saturday
nlzht to lum how the Rocks had

The {irst - uﬂng Cummings said
upon hearing Balconl's volce was

- Gravlin sald. “If

“Wayne would be smlling.'* Balcon!
2ald. “He knew what I was calling
for, and that was his way of nyinl
thcy had won jt all”

° With eight senlors in thelr
starting lineup, the Rocks had an
edge In experience over Grosse -
Pnlnla North and Rochester. For
that reason, Gravlln expected Salem
to have a good year from the start.

“Anytime I doubted It, coach
Rumberger put it back Lu my head
— 'Don’t you worry about these
gnya~ co&ch. They'll do lt,‘ * Gravlln

"We were a real positive group,
There were some tight moments, but
we never doubted it.”

® After the Rocks delelled
Plymouth Canton lo win the
Utle, Canton coach Fred Crissey, lar
whom Gravin was an. assistant
coach for several years, sald he
{thought Salem could win it all.

Gravlin said the same bat only to
his plagers.

“J told them 1If we won our district
we'd win it all” be sald. (Canton

the state and (Adrian-pltcher Dan}
Lock Is a major college player. We
just belleved It from that point.”

© Salem s 2-0 in stato finals and
has won district chnmplonshlpu in
four of the last five years.
S0 look out If we get here nuln
our record In
district s so good, Lf we can get by
the regional, 100k ont."

‘The Rocks jolned soma ellts com-
pany Saturday, one of four
schools to win two or more Class A

West Slde team to do it since Catho-
lic Central in 1987, .

"We hear about how great the
baseball is on the East Side,” Grav-
lin said, “Well, they should come
over here and play Jobn Glean and
Plymouth Canton {hree times a year.

“We represented our side of -

Wayne County well We were a
team, the best X‘vc ever seen In high
* school baseball’

@ The Rocks had their post-sea-
son banquet before the state finals
but didn't pass out any awards to the

varsity.

“We didn't w-nl to think about
“past accompllﬂsmenu" Gravlin
sid.

Salem added a pllr of Individual
honors this week when senlor pitcher
Scott Rodgers and senior catcher
Scott Niemlec were named o the

Class A sall-state first team by the

high school coaches.

© Rumberger shared credlt for
the team’s succesa with the voters in
Plymouth and Canton “for getting
the millages past every time, 50 we
can have a freshman program,” he
sald, "because that's wlut builds
uhamplonshlp teams lke this."

.Concealed Security finished third in the natlon-
al tournament in Waterford last weekend, losing
0°Akron In the playoffs, 3-0.
.The metro-area baseball team with Observer-
<'{and"players was one of flve divislon winners in
" the 20-team tournament.
Akron drew a bye, however, while the other
{four faced off in the semifinals, Concealed defeat-
ed Kokomo (Ind.} 5-2 before playlng Akron, the
same team that won the Mickey Mantle World
- Serles in Northville last year.

The first Inning agalnst Akron was plvnul ac-
cording to Concealed coach Lou Pirronello, since
‘the team had three hits and falled to score.

“We hit the ball well; we hit.it at somebody,”
Plrronello said. "It didn't fall for us.”

GEORGE LEUNG pitched the first 3% innings

and suffered the Joss. Shandel Curtie had two hits
for Concealed.

Charles Winters -threw a complete game
agalnst Kokomo, allowing five hits and five
walks. Ron Holls hit a three-run homer and Jlm
Solak a solo homer in & four-run fourth
Matt Bonkowskl was -for-3 with ooe RBI, -ud
Currie had two hits.

Concealed clinched its division title Friday with
a pair of wins, 5-0 over Greensboro (N C.) and 7-5
over Bloomington (Ind.)

Solak pltched a complete game nnd scattered ©
four hits against Greensboro. He struck out eight
and walked three. Currle had two hits agaln and
Solak two RBI with a groundout and sacrifice fly.

Leung hlt a grand slam and Winters was 3-for-3
with one RBI In the Bloomington game. Leung,
Eric Miller and Ed Wolkind had two hits aplece

Concealed Security 3rd in tourney

and Wolklnd two RBL

Dennls Plrronello, though be hadn't pitched in
four years, worked the last 3% Innlngs in rellef of
Mike Grahl to get the win. Concealed had clinched
the division title and tried to conserve its regular

pltching.

RETURNING TO play in the Little Caesars
Amateur Baseball Federation, Concealed whipped
‘Windsor 14-1 Monday.

Mark Van Ameyde was the winnlng pilch:r,

striking out seven and [ssuing no walks, He scat-’

tered flye hits over seven Innlngs

Mark D'Antonio was 3-for-5 wm\ one RBI, and
Curric had two doubles and four RBI. Solak also
had two hits, including a home run, and Leung
addéd a two-run double.

Concealed is 3- oln the league and 8-1 overall.

-Mid-America wins 2nd stralght title
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comlnued from Paga 1 -

d Jose and Sever had three bits

and .three ' RBI each. Michelle
Bohnke (Farmington Hills) and
‘Jones had two hits and scored three

runs each, and Sarzh Rowe (Flym-
outh), Jeunifer O'Donnell (Union
Lnke) and Sloke had single RBL
;" After, the Travelers scored thelr
only run in the ‘first innlng, Mid-
‘America’ prevented any more scor-
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Ing with a good defensive play. Left
ficlder Cook threw a strike to short-
stop Lehnis, who fired a relay to
third bascman Jose, who tagged the
runner trying to stretch a double into
a three-base hit.

The Mustangs defeated South .

Farmington In thelr first game 14-0
as Sinke pitched a four-hitter and
walked two.

* SEVER BELTED a three-run ho-
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mer and Jones 2 two-run double.
Both were 3-for-3 with three RBI
Strahan and Lehnis had two hits and
two RBl aplece.

Mid-America advanced to the fi-
nals In the winner’s bracket with a 5-
4 defeat of the Southgate All-Stars.
Sever allowed 10 hits but po earned
Tuns In seven innings.

Lehnls bad two hits and two RBI,
Bohnke and Cook two bits and one
RBI, Jose and Leslee Dickerson

" Cook had the hl;hcsl batting aver-
age for the tournament at .615, and
she tied Jose for second with six
RBI. Sever (.583) led the Mustangs
with seven RBI, hit four homer runs
and scored six runs.

. Strahan hlt .600, Jose 583, Jones
.500 with four RBI, Bohnke .500 and
Lehnls .462 with five RBI and seven

runs.

MId-America, which left today for
a tournament in E.Hampton,
is 7-0 in competition with other 15
and-under teams and 9-2 in women's
league play. The Mustangs go to Cin-
cinnati June 28-29 for a natlonal ln-
vitatlon tournament and will be host
for the Canton NIT on July 8-7.
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le' Central; Johny' Keblalts, secior,

Steverson.
Catcher; Mis Whits, senior, Westiand

John Glenn.

Rorth Farmington.
Designated hitter; Ancrew uum son-

lor, North Farmington.

ALL-WESTERN DIVISION
Fst baseman: Miks Stafford, sophomaore,
Canton.

Prymouth
Inhelders: Mka Pesci, junicr, Farmingion
Hits Hartsore Todd Mcian, Junior, Waled

Plichers: Ason  Echefier,  sophomore,
uxwmounmr«w-mu,

1
ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION
BOFTBALL TEAMS
ALL-WLAA FIRST TEAM
First baseman: Pati) Hansn, sersor, Farm-
Ingt
nl Junior, Westianc

Laka Gentiat Davm Wasmw, bnkr, Lionks
s

Outfleidens: Dena wiot Noah
Fasmington: Jeony Murey, Livonis
Frankin; Tonl Flood, wﬁhﬂ'nﬂ. Wllbd Lake
ey

Caicher: Koty Glannie, sanior, Waled Lake

Pricher: Jeony Mayle, senicr, Livonia
Frann.
Al

ALLAAKES DIVISION
First baserman: Carie Paimeana, senior,
Livonia St
Infleiders: 3 n

Jonnry Saver, twshman, Far
Outfieiders: Katle Bobnke, Junior, North

Farmington; Keerl nmywn. Fm-q-

for; Missy Seriox, Phymouth Sal
Clldnr‘ Eve Clads, sonkor, . Nocth SQIM

" tchor: Jorrter Lydon, semor Noan
Farmington. *
Aldarge picka: Nik] Haka, Junicr, Livonta

picka: Kolle Holmer, s0phomare, .
mmomn Cln!m. x.umououprm Woal

Stevonaor . Cory Wofoik, seakor, Famington,

ALL-WESTERN DIVISION

Fia! baseman: Slacey Nylnd, junicr,
MNorttwike.

Ieibeidere: Kin Fora.saror, Phymouth Cane
ton: Emly Shura, senior, Livonia Frankin:

Melania Apsgian, sonk, Noriisle.

Outfieiders: Lita Cubusil, sonkor, Wated
Lako Westorn: Kari McNed, knor, Northile;
Suah Schmmetolenng. jurkor, Plymouth

lon.

Catcher: Ancroa Najanian, Junor, Famang.
100 Hife Harrison.

Pricher:

Churchil.
Aldarge picks: Jackio Heberd, sonkr, Livo-
i ChENE, Lo s Aptigian, unlor, Nortvos

HONORABLE MENTION
Farmington: baria Hubn: Harrleon: Shedey
Amands Aut; Chrchi: Vicks Lu-
cas, Janine Sprout Franktin: Tracy Pamxl.
Jonny Mascarnlo.” We

venson: Rachsel Alor,

o0 Jote, hreshman, Livona

Olm Lot Georpe; Canton: Kim

trey, Jeony Gross, Stacey MomuL Hn
Buger. Lha Cumemios, J&q
Glene Jonny Hasser. c-my um Karyn®
Koester.

) — . '
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No. 1 tops with NFWB
The two North Farmington-West Bloom(leld Mickey Mantle teams faced
each other last week In thelr only meeting, with coach Jim Ferguson's No. 1

team taking & 15-2 win from coach Cary

Moore's No. 2 squad.

Derrick Fox pitched for No. 1 with relief help from Adam Woods In the
{fourth Inning. Keith Lewiston pitched four Innings and Peter Metx three for

No. 2.

Charlle Goode was 3-for-4 and Scott Lord had a key double for (he winners.

Jeg Babhri hit & two-run double for No. 2

No. 1 improved !is record lo 5-0 with a 10-2 demg of Dearborn

Travel.

Cralg Peterson and Jason Farrell comblned on the pltching chores with
the help of delnnslve plays by Goode and Matthew Woolf, who made five

putouts, i ir of

1ds

calches, at second base,

Goode also pmvldnd some of the offense with a home run. Davld Et-
tlinger's two-run slngle in the bottom af the sixth innlag iced the win,

CURVED SHAFT
Mode! P212CST
Reg. $172.95 Savo $30

STRAIGHT SHAFT
Modol 2155ST
Rog. $279.95 Save $30
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SNAPPER

DEMAND THE WARRANTY THAT DELIVERS.
“NO QUESTIONS ASKED.”
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For Al Snapp 13
Ma

21" Push 4 HP
21" Self Propelled
4HP

Mulching Mowers
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AIR
BROOM

Reg. $229.95
Save $40

FREE
VACUUM KIT

Great for cleaning the

garage, walkways or

vacumming leaves
and debris,

Buy Now
N

$-| 8995

-264-8811
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