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Little Green

Men

Offbeat band spaced out on jazz

By Stewart Francke
speclal writer

OU KNOW it's not your av-

. erage musical act that

. lands a generous profile In

Omnl, a magarine largely

devoled Lo sclence as ts subject, Yet

that's just where Little Green Men, a

Minneapolis avant garde jaxz group

with metro-Detroit tles, wound up
last December.

Little Green Men was formed in
1988 by former Farmington Hills
resldent Steve Sklar and his wife
Johnna Motrow. Its two cassettes —
“Jazz from Mars” and “Out of This
World" ~— are self defining in rela-
ﬁon to the band’s music.
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& MEADOW BROOK -
Alternative rock musiclan Mor-
risey, former Smith’s lead singer,
and Phranc will open Meadow
Brook Music Festlyal's third week
at 8 p.m. Wednesday, June 26, at
Baldwin Pavilion on the Oakland
‘University eampus In Rochester
‘Hills. (Tickets: - $27.50, $27 and
$1250) Mr. Dressup, Canadian
ulevhinn star, will appear wm\

Jerty Reed, Marsha Thornton and
the Bellamy Brothers, and Chris-
tian music’s Petea and Kim Boyce.
Also onstage throughout the week
will be 10 shows of the Archies An-
niversary Tour, featuring the com-
[e book characters performing new
dance-pop music as well as classic
“bubblegum" songs.
Dally general admission tickets
N\r‘l sale at the Patace box office
anda centers. Tick-

puppets Casey and 2
chndrcn 's concert at 11 a.m. Salur
day, Juno 29, This'is Casey and Fin-
negan's farewell tour because pup-
peteer Judith Lawrence [s retiring.
(Tickets: $7, $6 and $5.) Ticket in
formation and 1891 scason bro-
chures are avallable by calllng the
Mcadow Brook box offlce at 377-
2010.

® PALACE SUMMERFEST
! The Palace’s south parking lot
will be transformed Into’ a glant
luUan featuring non-stop grand-
tand entertainment, a midway,
!ll'ln Royal Hanneford Clrcus and
Thrill Show, laser and fireworks
displays, and Detroit Pistons Rook-
fe League games, for the flrst Sum-
merfest, Tuesday-Sunday, July 18-
21, In Auburn Hllls. Summerfest
features a single daily

* The 30 actors have been rehearsing

ets also may be charged by calling
645-6666.

® ‘SHREW’ PREVIEW
Rlchmond Communlty Theatre's
Outreach Program, Summmer
Shakespeare, will present scenes
from Shakespeare’s “The Taming
of the Shrew" in a preview at noon
‘Thursday, June 20, at Barnea and
Noble Booksellers, llnmpton vil-
lage Center, in Hills.

jarz, Skiar apd Morrow, together
wlith band mates Jason Orbit, Mart-
1ng Stovall and John Lavin, hope to
do more than merely gain an audi-
ence. “Music has a more mystical
tradition for us,” Sklar zays. “The
music that you play has a profound

. cffect on people by slightly altering

the vibration of their encrgy flelds.
We're out to stimulate people, not
{ull them.”

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Willlam
Sklar of Farmington Hills Ls a gradu-
ate of Hl,

Noi
School. After initially majoring in
music at Wayne State University In
Detrolt, Sklar left for Minnesota dls-
illusioned that “I'd be spending three
years memorizing Bach chorales be-
fore getiing to what I wanted to do.”

HIS PERSONAL search ultlmate-
1y led him to Morrow, whom he met
through 2 musical want ad, and Indi-
an music, an influence which winds
noticeably through the musie of Lit-
tie Green Men. “Tm primarily at-
tracted to the Northern Indlan, or
Hindustan), school of musle,” Sklar
cxplatns. “It has a great appeal to
me because it staris very subtly
melodically. It then has a great or-
ganle growth process to it. You real-
1y get to explore the rhythmle and
melodie possibilitles. Whereas In
Western nymphony music, mclodlc

at Utlca’s Eisenlfower High School
since May 28.

@ SUMMER SHAKESPEARE
‘The large tent which will house
Summer Shakespeare for three
months goes up at ¢ a.m. Monday,
June 24, on Eastwood Beach In Sto-

price of $13, for parking, all shows,
unlimited rides and attractlons.
Grandstand cntertainment in-
- | cludes pop and rock favorites REG
Speedwagon, Alr Supply, Winger,
Mr. Blg, Rhythm Corps, the Com-
moderes, Mitch Ryder, and Edgar
Winter; country stars Vince GlII,
Ronnie McDowell, Gene Watson,

ny Creel

This is Summer Shakupearc '3 seCe
ond year at Stony Creck. The
schedule is “The Taming of the
Shrew* June 28-30, July 57, 12-14,
19-21, Also being presen this
summer is Cole Poter's muslcal
comedy “Klss Me Kate™ based on
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We take a lot 0( things from Mlb um
East and West — and beyond.”

The “beyond” ks what places Little
Green Men outslde of the John Cage/
Steve Relch school of the exposition.
al avant garde. In performance, Lit-
tle Green Men combines its music

2466 Grand River
€3 blocks west of
“Telegvisphy
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Former Farmington Hills resident Steve Sklar is the force behind Little Green Men.

‘The music that you play has a
profound effect on people by slightly
altering the vibration of their energy

tields.’

— Steve Skiar
musician

with photographlc displays of natu-
ral and astronomical images.

*While lts pure improvisational
tracks can be unending and indul-
gent, its prearranged material, such
as “Nili Chundra,” is beautifully dy-
namic: ‘Morrow's -flute. or "ocarina
chases Sklar's chorused clectrie gui-
tar; splintercd percussion beds pro-
pel Orbit's frelless basy lines; the
melodles are abstract and cthereal.
This is truly how space would sound.

Sklar is currently working on a
new piece b on the chordal
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Sunday and Monday
Chatley's Original Recipe Cole Slaw
and Freshly Baked Tavern l)rcad

chanting of Tibetan Buddhist Monks.
“It's an interesting musical tech-
nlque,” he says. “They'll do very
simple rhythmlic chants that blend in
a way that gencrates all of these
harmonles.”

Though it is difficult to get the
chordal chantlng of Tibetan Monks
on the Blllboard Hot 100, Little
Green Men has enjoyed substantial
recognition. It was the 1989 winners
of the Minnesota Musle Award for
best jazz recording, and recently
provided the soundirack for a visual

performance by Galactic artist
Shawn Paris at the Museum of Now
Art in Mlaml.

ITS NEW directlon may well fol-
low the songwrlting talents of
Sklar's wifc Morrow. While her hus-
band is “more classically trained,”
she did first develop her skill at In-
terlochen ln Northern  Michigan.
Sklar says, “We have enough materi-
al together for our next three re-
leases. It’s a combination of prear-
ranged and Improvisational materi.
al. There are also several lavely
vocal tunes featuring Johnna."

Yet for now, the aspirations of Lit-
tle Green Men is stmple — to contin-
e combining the experimental
groundworks of Miles Davis and
John Coltrane with the creation ef
its own culture clashing “space
jazz." “1 don't cxpect wealth and
majfor fame,” Sklar says, “but we'd
like to travel, play festivals, sce the
warld — take our muslc out there
and see how people respond to it.”
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TUESDAY

JUNE 25th

ON§ SHOW ONLY - 8:30 P.M.
$15° Per Person

PASTA YOUR WAY
Tucsday, Thursday and Saturday
3 (Secands On Us)
Your Choice af Five Special Sauces,
Charley’s Origlnal House Salad, and

Ny Freshly Baked Tavern Bread

FISH FRY

Wednesday and Friday
(Seconds On Us)
Clarley's Original Recipe Cole Slaw and
Freshly Baked Tavern Bread
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+ Showtime's “Big Laugh-O™
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+ Tonight Show
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