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Stingrays get new coach

By Dan O'Meara
staf writer

The highly successful Michigan Stingrays, the
F Hills-based ftive youth swim
clubd, are in transition with the organtzatlon un-
dergoing a recent coaching change,

Peter Leonhardt ended his 8%s-year assoclation
with the Stingrays when he resigned as coach to
devote more time to the pursuit of a second cal-
lege degree.

Replacing him is former Oakland University
All-America Jefl Cooper, who was assistant men’s
and women's coach at Loulsiana State University
In his Jatest assignment.

Under the guldance of Leonhardt, the Stingrays
won seven state titles — three in long-course
meets, one each in glrls and boys short-course
cvents and two in-combined 1S-and-over short-
course meels.

“J felt very satisficd with what we bad accom-
plished,” Leonhardt sald. “It was a great six
years, and I felt it was time to go on and do some
other things.”

THE 29-YEAR-old Leonbardt, who plans to
continue coaching the Redford Catholic Central
varsity, is four classes short of carning his degree
In education from Wayne State Unlversity. = ™

He previously. received a crimina) justice de-
gree from WSU but would like to teach social

studies In the secondary. schools and coach swim-

ming.

“Once I get certified to teach, I'd like to com-
blne that with swim coaching,” be sald. “Once I
accomplish that, it will mean a more stable liv-

ing. .

“I dldn’t leave the Stingrays to get out of the
spart. T didn't think I'd be able to do both — finish
my degree and coach the Stingrays, too.”

Leonhardt, a native of Plezsant Ridge and 1879
graduate of Ferndale High School, expressed his

confldence in Cooper and assistant Greg Patrell-

and the continuation and quality of the program.

“The Stingrays are loaded with a finc group of
athletes of all ages,” he sald. “Under the leader-
ship of two fine coaches, I'm confldent the Stin-
grays will stay at thelr present level or reach an
even greater Jevel." .

The 25-year-old Cooper captalned the 1988
team at OU and was named an All-America 13
times during his four-year career In the 1,850-
yard freestyle, 400 indlvidual medley, 500 free-
style and 800 freestyle relay. :

At the conclusion of bis colleglate career, Coo-
per served as OU women's assistant coach for
three years before moving to LSU for one year,

HE ALSO WAS head assistant for the LSU Ben-
gal Tigers, an age-group team, and has coached’
the Orchard Valley Swim Club leam in the North
west Suburban Swim League for Lhe last flve
years. - .
Cooper, who was Leonhardt’s assistant with the

- Silngrays In 1989-90, will rejoln the QU women's

program as an assistant.

“‘My main goal Is to develop the younger part of
the (Stingrays) program,” he said, “IU's not that it
has been neglected, but it was a lesser part of the
program. .

“The program needs o shot-ln-the-arm at the
younger levels so by the time Lhey're older the
program will be all set. I hope to get them to
where the 12-and-under program will be one of
the best in the state.”

Cooper, a 1984 graduate of Swartz Creek High
School, hopes to pick up where hls predecessor
teft off. -

“Peter took over when (he Stingrays were in
need and has brought them to where they are
now,” he sald, “ I have enough coaching experi-
ence Lo know I can do the job; and I definitely
want to malntain that, keep It golng.

“We have some tremendous Lalent, some junlor
and senlor national qualifiers: We have some up-
and-coming talent that is ready to be tested and
tapped.” - .

Leo Devine of Farmington Hille-based Tolat
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T'S DIFFICULT to belleve, re-
ally, but understand It's long
been accepted that in sports,
results are what matter,

Based upon that premise, the Ob-
serverland reglon had an off-year in
girls soccer.

How can that be, with all the al-
ent packed Into this arca?

Look at the final results. For the
tirst time slnce the sport offcred a
state championshlp sponsared by the
Michigan High Schoal Athletie Asso-
clation in 1983, a Western Lakes Ac-
tivities Assoctatlon team was not in
the final.

Prlor to thls season, In every year
except 1989 (Northville vs. Troy
Athens) an Observer-area WLAA

_team reached the Class A champlon-

ship game and In three of those sca-
sons, both finallsts were from the
state's premicr soccer conference.

THERE'S A rcason this year Is
different, of course — the MHSAA.
The state’s governing body has de-
clded to pack a few districts with
WLAA teams and have lhem all
come aut of the same reglon —

meaning no more than one could

reach the Final Four.

It's hardly representative when
the state’s best teams (indeed, three
of the top six-ranked squads were In
the Northville district) knock each
other off in the carly rounds of the
state lournament.

‘The draw was a declsive factor in
this year's lourney.

JiM JAGDFELD/statt photographer

dell Wednesday. Total Travel lost the game 14-

The end result Is soccer fans
across the state missed a chance to
see the best players and best teams,
which s what a statewlde tourna-
ment is supposed Lo feature,

One final opinion: It’s an even tet
that the following athlctes chosen o
the all-Observer team could match
any team of all-stars picked from
the remainder of the state,

FIRST TEAM

Ragen Coyne, Juntor midlialder,
Livonla Stevenson: What better way to
open an at-Obsorver team than with iha
player sclecied as tho stato’s best

So much has been afready sad of
Coyne that hat coach a1 Stevenson, Mary
Kay Hussey, could only add, “‘What could
1 28y 1hal hasn't boon said beforo? Whal-
over | say will sound like I'm Just repeating
whal gveryone ¢lso has sald.”

Facts first, Ibough. played more
rover than midheld, roaming the field and
usually wearing down 1he delonders ol-
tempting to mark hor. And thoro was al-
most always ono, of 1wo, of thiee players
1aking twrns at thadowing her

Still, she sarned nolico as 1ho stala’s
10p player; Jast yoRr, sho wes tanked I
1he 10p 18 in tha nation for hor nge group
{unde 16%) in the Olympic Develop-
mant Program.

What does sho do bost? “Creata op-
portunitios,” answered Hussey. “For hor-
solf of hoe teammates. She knows sho
can't do it alane. She plays hes game dnd
then gets everyone Involved. And she
inkas abuse batter han any playet In the
state.” .

Beskies_Imptoving hor strongth and
Bpood, which Hussay attributed to her
growth, Coyno haa “become & bit more
aggressive going to goal. She's such a
threat”

Jetf Cooper (right) takes over the coaching reigns of the Mich-
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igan from Peter 4

64 years.

Relief pitching lifts
Walter’s past Total

Waiter’s Appliance, which has re-
lied on lts offensc the entire year,
got strong relie! pitching Wednesday
{rom Cralg Overaltls to beat Total
Travel, 144, at Livonia’s Ford Field.

Overaitls (Llvonia Franklin -and
Henry Ford Community College) al-
lowed anc run on five hits and struck

out one Total Travel batter In 3%

Innings of reilef.

. The win improved Walter's Livo-
nta Colteglate Baschall League
record to 10-3- overall.

As Is usually the case, Walter's
bats worked overtlme as coach Mike
Keller's team collected 13 hits and
rallied for clght runs in the fifth to
prevail. Chris White led Walter's
wlith two hits, two sacrifice flies and
four RBI. Joe Brusseau had a pair of
doubles and two RBL

Erle Stover stroked two hits and
drove In two runs, while Jerry Koe-
ster and Jay Gabe) collected a pair
of hits cach,

REDFORD LITTLE Caesars
whipped the Windsor Canucks team,
12-2, In the second game of Wednes-
day night's doublcheader at Ford
Fleld.

Caesars, 9-4-1 overall, scored in
every inning but the fourth. Jeff Mii-
ler was the winning plteher, allowing

Jonnlfer Emmelt, junlor goal-
keoepar, Plymouth Salem: Emmelt was
a key tacior in Solem's 16-2-1 season
Hov big & role dd she play? Opponents
scored Just nine goals against hee in 19
games. Sho had 14 shutouls, m her three-
year carcer. she has 32 shutouts {a
school record) in 51 games and has a 39-
7-§record

No wonder sho was all-WLAA and alt-
siale — sgain. She wos all-state o5 @
freshman, (00,

“Jonny Emmel1 is a ccachos droam."
sad hot ¢oach at Salem, Ken Johnsoa
“From the day sho foined Salem as a
staiting {roshman goalie, she has glven
her team 100 percent, both in practices
and #n games. Luckily, we wit have her
back ono mora yoat

Stephanie Speen, senlor defend-
or, Livenla Churchill: The question at
Churchill now is, who will anchor ihe de-
fense?

Speen has been back thote a while.
Sha's started four-conteculive soasons,
and lof 1he past two she was the team's
capialn and most vakiable player. Those
wero distinctions she earned: Speen was
at0 af-WLAA twice and ali-state this sea-
son, 6nd ws fanked as Ihe stalo’s fourth-
beat player.

“Stephanie has tromendous quick-
ness.  noled Churchal coach Nick
O'Shea “Sha has Ihe abilty to read tha
play and make correct decisions in an in-
stant.

“She’s o roat competitor wilh a never-
say-die attiude.”

Gwon Gibblsh, Junlor datondor,
Ptymouth Salem: Gibbish was a co-
captain fof Salam, maknly bocause — ke
Emmelt — she was o photal pan of o

_ very stiogy defense.

Gibbish piayed sweeper for 1he Rocks
and sarmed co-most valuable player hon-
ors,

two runs over five innlngs, Don Slko-
ra pitched the last inning of the
game, which was called after slx
Inntngs because of a mercy.

Jeff Bates, who was 3-for-3 with
flve-RBI, led Cacsars’ 11-hit attack.
Adam Havey and Earl Johnson cach
went 3-4 for Caesars. Johnson had an
RBI and stole two bases for Cacsars.

Concealed gets
back to winning

Conceated Security was back on
the winning track Thursday, defeat-
ing Quallty Constructlon/Plymouth
Elks 9-3 In the Little Caesars Base-
ball Federation.

After defeating Livonta 21-4 in the
flrst of two games Tuesday,
Concecaled suffered its only loss In
teague later that evening, dropplng a
2-1 decision to Ypsilanti I,

Mark D'Antenlo pltched a com-
plete game agalnst Quallty/Elks, a
team com| of former Plymouth
Salem and Plymouth Canton play-
ers. He scattered elght hits over sev-
en Innings, struck out seven and
walked three.

Scott Kennedy was the losing
piteher in rellef. He entered the
game with the score tled 3.3 but al-
lowed six runs on threc hits and sev-
en walks.

JIM SOLAK and Shandel Currie
had two hits aplece for Concealed,
Ed Wolkind had two RBI with a patr
of bases-loaded walks and Matt Fen-
nelly added an RBI single.

" Mike Wougamon was 3-for-4 with
a double and two singles for Quality/
Elks.

In the second game Tuesday, Ran-
dy Gierczak scored Concealed's lone
run on a wild pltch in the bottom of
the seventh innlng. The losers had
the tylng run called out at the plate.

Solak struck out 11 and walked
two In a losing cffort. Sean Kenny
was the winning pitcher, striking out
eight and walked three. Both teams
had three hits.

In the Livonia game, D'Antonio
was 4-for-5 with four RBI and Fen-
nelly 3-for-3 with five RBIL. Eric Mil-
ler drove In two runs and Ron Hollis
one.

Jermaine Burley pltched five inn-
Ings and earned the win. He allowed
two runs, &o hits and seven walks.
Phil Woods was the starter and
loser.

Sue Gibson

Farmington Churchill

Stephanle Speen

Ksathryn Oudley.
Mercy

Ragen Coyne
Stavenson

“Gwen is & groat loader,” takd Joha-
300, "She has jod out Ualense for two
years, loading with confidence and skil,
and ocganizing har foammates 10 & two-
year record of 21 shutouts in 32 games.

“| am very glad she witl be back next
yoar with out entirs starting dofense.”

Lorl Gedlowskl, senlor detonder,

Jeniny Emmett
Salem

T

Erin Harvey
Salem

Livonla Stavenson: Lixe Coyno. het
Spartan counterpart, Godlewski moved
around a o1, shifting trom sweeper 1o for-
ward — and performing woil wharever
she was. . X

An s%-WLAA and al-state seloction.
Godlewskl possesses one of the most -
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