N’wood shift affects are'av schools

By C.J. Risak
staff wrllor

A benefit to one and all?

Hardly. Not like before, anyway.
Prior to the 1987 collegiate sports
Season, Northiwooed Institute declded
to drop out of the conference it had
helped concelve and remaln afflllat-
ed with the national association It
had always been part of.

llfow, Northwood s reversing It
sell,

The winners in the Midtand-based

college’s decision are the other
Great Lakes Intercolleglate Athletic
Conference members [t will refoin
starting In 1992.93. Oakland Univer-
slty is among the nine current GLI-
AC schools.
- Others are Wayne State, Saginaw
Valley State, Hillsdale, Michlgan
Tech, Grand Valley State, Lake Su-
perlor State, Northern Michigan and
Ferris State.

The losers? The NAIA's District
23, te which Northwood has been a

part of for 20 years, Among the dis-

trlet members are Madonna Univer-
sty and St. Mary's College. Other
curcent members include Slena
Heights, Aquinas College, Spring Ar-
bor, Grand Rapids Baptist, Michi-
gan-Dearborn and Concordia.

NORTHWOOGD APPLIED for
readmission into the GLIAC after
thc con(crcncx 's expansion commit-

p may not be made

college sports

Unlike Northwood's decision be-
tween the NAIA and the GLIAC four
years ago, this choice was easler.
"We lnoked around (o see what was
avallable to us,” said Northwood
athletic director Dave Coffey, “and
the smart declsion for us was to get
back into the confergnce we were
one of the founders of () 1972)."

1t Northwood wantdl' to continue
te compete in football, it was, fn-
deed, the only option avaflable. Last
year, the: GLIAC comblned with the
Heartland Collegiate Conference to
form the Midwest Intercolleglate
Football Conference.

THE 11-TEAM {ootball-only
MIFC — six from the GLIAC, five
Irom the Heartland (four located in
Indiana, one In Ohlo) — proved a
tough nut 1o crack. It left North-
wood, the only remalning NAIA-as-
soctated footbail team left In. Dis-
trict 23, with no one to play.

““The way that football conference
was constructed, with 11 teams, it
left everyone In It with just one (non-
conference)} game," sald Coffey.

“'We were on the outs.™

Last fall, the Northmen —~ playing

d school ators
m Mafch 1990, Seven months later,
Northwood submitted its formal ap-
plication,

Two weeks ago, the last remaining
hurdle for - re-enlry was cleared
when the GLIAC's president's com-
mittee unanimeusly approved the
expansion. With 10 members (all
within Michigan), the conference is
at its all-time high.

Price is right for ex- Church

By Brad Emons
stalf writor

Fred Price has closed a chapter in
his athletic career in favor of anoth-
er.

The lopgtime head boys basketball
and track coach at Livonia Churchill
High is stepplng down. He will de-
vole a majority of his time toward
coordinatlng the Livonia Public
Schoals' recently revamped physical
educatlon and health curricuium.

Price informed Churchill princi-
pal Rod Hosman of hls decision ear-
lier this week. He also indicated that
he would not seck the athletic direc-
tar's job, recently vacated by the.re-
tiring Larry Joiner.

T "I've always been !nvolvcd in
some part of coaching,” Price said.
“But since 1 ;,ol involved with thc

f physical
:md health, me past year became a
{ull year for me.

“What | want to do now is do the
best job 1 can for the Livonia Public
Schools, and that's why I'm going to
devot: my encrgies in that direc.
tion. So far 1 have enjoyed that chal-
lenge™

Price will continue to teach a pair
of ctusses at Churchill, while serving

as an — played games
at Westminster, Pa; at Findlay,
Ohio; and at Tiffin, Ohlo. They alse
hosted St. Ambrose, lowa; Dayton,
Ohio; St. Francls, IlL; and NCAA Dj-
vision [11 teams Alma and Adrlan.
The cost of travel was extensive
for an NAIA team. Northwood has
applied for admission into the MIFC;
the conference’s council of athletlc
directors has unanimously appraved.

in his recently created role as P.E.
and Health Coordinator for the dis-
trict (aurklng out of Perrinville
School).

“LPS (Livonia Publle Schools) put
a large sum of money Into physical
cducation and I'd like to see it ful-
filled and realize its potential,”
Price sald. “We have a long ways to
8o in that area, hut 1 see a lot of
enthusiasm.”

The district spent over $1 million *

to improve fitness and health aware-
ness on the elementary and high
school levels. A middle school sports

team program was also reinstituted

after a 10-year absence.

A natlve of Logansport, Ind., Price
came o Livenia in 1956 where he
taught and coached at Emerson Jun-
iar High before moving over to the
brand new Churchill High facility in
1969.

During his coaching career, Price
was one of Observerland's most suc-
cessful track coaches, leadlng the
Chargers to 13 straight Western Six
League titles {in 14 years).

After Churchill jolned the 12-
stchoo), two-divisional Western Lakes
Activities Association, Price's track
teams captured three titles, includ-

Results.

Plant your advedising message in the
Observer &
and reap the rewards.

entric classified columns

ALL THAT'S needed ls the MIFC's
presidents’ approval and Northwood
wlit join the league in 1993 (schedu-
ling problems have made earller ad-
mission impossible). Also awaiting
the president’s OK is the College of
St. Francis in Joliet, If).

The additlon shouldn't alfect the
MIFC's current size, however, be-
cause (here exisis a strong possiblii-
ty that two current members will be
forced to leave by NCAA decree.

The NCAA passed legisiation last
January creating a new football-only
division — IAAA. It is intended for
all schools with NCAA I programs In
all sparts but football, in which they
play Division I1. Valparalso and But-
ler fit the descriptlon; as Coffey
noted, "“The handwriling’s on the
wall. It appears they wlll be out of
the MIFC.”

But, Coffey inslsted, MIFC foot-
ball wasa't- the only reason North-
wood rejoined the GLIAC; nor does
the fate of Valparaiso and Butler
play a role. “We were admitted (to
the GLIAC) regardicss of what hap-
pens to them,” he satd.

“1 THINK the move will benelit
all our sports, equally.”

Cotley was alsa carcful to nate
that Northwood lIsn't necessarily
severing its ties with the NAIA com-
pletely, although the school will be
required by GLIAC law to compete
in NCAA II (n any sports in which
the conference has an automatlc na-
tional tournament berth.

A. deciston whether  Northwoed
will go strictly NCAA 11 or maintain

ing the first year the WLAA was in
existence.

THE CHARGERS also won three
regionals and ecight Observerland
Relays crowns under Price.

In basketball, Price scrved as both
a JV and varsity coach for Churchill,

He was the head varsity coach for,
three scasons {during the late 70s
and carly ‘B0s), returning o the
beneh for another stint during the
1987-8B scason.

Ironicatly, Price’s most successful
year in baskeiball occurred last sea-
son when the Chargers captured
thelr first Class A district champion-
ship since 1977, only the third In the
school’s history.

Churchill was eliminated in the re-
gionals by Dearborn, finishing with
an overall record of 15-9

“Both sporis will be tough to
miss,” Price sald. *What F'lt miss the
most is helping kids improve their
skills. I'll miss the association with
the athletes and the work that goes
into preparing for ‘an athletic con-
test.

“Sure, it will be different in the
winter and spring for me. The fall
I've al\\ays had open, but I'll be just

-
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Meanwhile, the NAIA’s District 23
Is scrambling to fill- its dwindling
ranks, Nazareth College was expect-
ed to join as a full member, but that
changed abruptly when the school
announced it was closing next year.

Northwood will continue as a dis-
trict member through the 199192
scason; when it leaves, it takes with
It one of the best small-college vol-
Ieybal! programs in the state.

AT MADONNA, Jerry Abraham
was building a solid challenger to
Northwéod's supremacy (flve-
stralght titles); now his Lady Crusad-
ers will get just one more chance to
unscat the champlons.

1t will definltely weaken our (dis-
trict),” - said Abraham. “They're an
excellent team.”

‘The reaction (s the same in most
sports, although at St. Mary's, assist.
ant basketball coach Kevin Donahue
thought the loss wouldn't have a se-
rlous impact.

“1 don't think so at all.” he said.
"They're a good team, a- quality
tcam. But we've added Michigan-
Dearbora-(in men’s basketball) this
year, and Tri-State s joining our dis-
{rict in '92.93.”

Tri-State, located in Angola, Ind.,
is the first non-Michigan team to en-
ter District 23, Donahue said of the
decision: “Geographically, it made
sense. They're closer te us (than
schools in Indiana’s NAIA District
21).

“I think our district Is getting
stronger and stronger, We're xcmng
better and better players.”

But the NAIA 23 still hns to
beware of the behemoth lurking in
its neighborhood — the GLIAC and
its football partricr, the MIFC.

ill coach

as busy, and be able to do some
things that 1 didn’t have the time to
do before. I'l] be bringlng some sani-
1y back into my life.”

Price will also be missed by the
Observer sports department.

During the past two decades he
has compiled the area’s top boys

_track listings, which ran weekly dur-

ing the spring.

Monday. June 24, 1891 OLE
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sports shorts

@ SOCCER CHAMPS

‘The Farmington Bandits repeated
as city champions in the boys under-
12 division with a 3-0 record.

* Team members are Abe Aon, Ken-
ny Barton, Brad Geratowski, Chris
Hart, Peie Jacokes, Jobn Lowry, Jon
Marchel, Ian McNell, Paul Mitchell,
Zack Papper, Dave Petrovich, Ran-
dy Sage, Nick Sosnowski,- Dave
Tweady and Dan Gabriel. The Ban-
dits arc coached by Cralg Barton
angd Bob Tweady.

® The Farmingion Cougars un-
der-14 boys soccer team finlshed
second in Division 1 with a 3-1-4
record, The Cougars scored 19 goals
and allowed eight.

Team members are Mike Bu-
chanan, Rob Burton, Steve Faro,
Jeff Gandolfo, Phi} Giovanniani, Ben
Gocbel, Nick Hambiin, Mike Lane,
Jim Madany, Brian McCluskey,
Scott McKay, Chris McQuain, Neal
Mower, Keith Sudheimer, Matt
Trunk, Brian-Peterson, Jamie White
and Duanc Wilder. The Cougars are
coached by Tom Fare and Jim
Trunk.

® GOLF NEWS

Four Farmington golfers will be

among the 150 cumpeting in the mn -

Annual AAA Michigan Open June 30
10 July 3 at Grand Traverse Resort,

James Cole of San Marino Gollf
Club, professional - golfers Dennis
Kevin Burns and Constant DeMattia
and amateur Dave Brochu will join
Michigan's other 10p professionals to
compete for $80,000 in prize money.
‘The winner will carn moare than
$11,000.

* Jason Buha and Joseph Suih
van of Farmington Hiils will com-
pete with 349 other boys June 24-29
in the 74th Western Junior Champi-
onship at Michigan State Universi-
1y's Forest Akers Golf Club.

The international field, ages 16-19
with handicaps of three or less, will
play gualifying rounds June 25 and
26. The low 64 qualifiers will ad-
vance into match play competition.

® SAUM SCHOLAR/ATHLETE

Jeremy Saum, a former North
Farmington High School athlete, re-
cently won the $10.000 Erwin “Red”
Klein Memorial Scholarship in West-
chester, N.Y.

Saum, who moved lo Pelbam,
N.Y., lwo years ago with his parents,
Rev. Willlam F. and Elaine Saum,
was a member of the North Farm-
ington junlor varsity soccer and bas-
ketball teams and played soccer and
baseball in the North Farmington/
West Bloomfield summer leagues in
1988 and 1989.

The Erwin “Red” Kleln'Memorial
Scholarship Is glven to the Lop schol-
ar athlete in Westchester County by
C Edison of

County.

Saum, who plans to attend Har-
vard, was co-captain of the soccer,
basketba)) and baseball teams at
Pelham High School. He was No. 1
academically In his graduating class.

® SOCCER TRYOUTS

The Farmington Soceer Club ts ac-
cepling registrations for the falt sea-
son. Walk-in registration will be Sat-
urdays, June 29, July 6 and July 13,
at the Visitor Center 2t Heritage
Park from9am.t0l pm.

First-time registrants should
bring a birth certificate and social
security number. Registrations can
also be compicted by mail. Forms
are available at the Farmington
YMCA and Farmington Hills De-
partment of Special Services Office.

The fee is $35 and includes a unl-
form. Bays and girls with birth dates
of Aug. 1, 1973 to July 31, 1983 are
cligible. For information call the
Farmington Soccer Club at 473-0182
or Jan Ricco at 553-8691.

e Livonia Youth Soccer Club
tryouts for Little Caesars Premier
under-12 girls (born between Aug.'1,
1979 and July 31, 1980) will be 6 p.m.
Tuesday, June 25, at Bicentennial
Park, Field No. 2. Call Mario Galin-
do (464-3957) or Jim Kearney (421
5233).

® Tryouts for the Vardar Soccer
Club, a boys select team, will be 6
p.m. Monday, June 24, and 6 pm.
‘Tuesday, June 25, at Whitman Field
on West Chicago between Farming-
ton and Merriman roads. Boys bora
between Aug, 1, 1980 and July 31,
1981 are eligible. For information
call Lynn Sawicki at §21-0187.

® Livonia Youth Soccer Club
tryouts for a Little Cacsars under-14
girls teams (born between Aug. 1,
1977 and July 31, 1978) will be 5 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday. June 24 and
25, at Bicentennial Park, Field No. 7.
Call 484-6277 for information.
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The ultimate,

‘to Buy Windows

Winter chill cen ataal the comtont tight out of your home. But Hurd
windows help you keep winter chlll (and Summer hesl) outeide,

Hurd Windows are bulit tight with aalld wood Inter(or, Wlpie-
wasthersitlpped, then, It desired, clad wiih (ugeed sxvrudad
wluminum, for yests of malnienance tres besuly.

EXTRA $100.00 OFF

‘ on presentation of this ad on the
i purchase of six or more windows.
i FREE DELIVERY In tri-county area.

One coupon per cusiomer.

HERALD SASH & DOOR
20830 Coolldge Highway
‘Oak Park, Michlgan 48237

wood window™

Mon-Fri 8:00-5:30, Sat 8:00-3:00
{Two doors North of 8 Mile)

“Heal Miror 11 & Lademark of Seuthwait Technciog o1

Hurd beats the other leading
windows all ways. Here's Why...

Cost 25% Less Than Other Top Brands

il

« 55 pive Interor,
19 pant of stain

wel
doubls pane

We also carry:

W Steel doot systems by FIVE STAR
R Velux Skylighta
= Wasco Skixlghll
W Pre-hung doors
W Khchan Cablaots

W Plumbing Fixtures

A Hardware

W Major Appllances

W Light fixtures & supplies

To meet e!l of your bullding needs




