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Members of Big Daddy are the nameuke, Big Daddy {from lett),
Bob (Lightnin’ Bob) Wayne, Damon {Nick Beat) De Grignon,
Tom (Bubha) Lee, Don (Donny D.) Raymond, Bob (Guldo) Sand-

When the Big
'90 tunes have

By Larry O'Connor
stalf writer

To be Big Daddified i5 to be
knighted or to be knifed.

‘The reaction depends on the artist,
according to Big Daddy vocalist
Tom “Bubba” Lee whose band paro-
dies today’s hits llke “Ice Ice Baby™
and “Nothlng Compares 2 U” in a
1950s doo-wop style.

“A lot of people interpret what we
do In a lot of ways,” said Lee, who is
a 1970 graduate of Bloomficld Hills
Andaver High. “it’s an involved pro-
cess. 11"s more than making fun of
the music . . . 1f a song can be done
in another style and it still sounds
good ~— that's a compliment to the
artist.”

But on "“Cutting Their Own
Groove,” Big Daddy's latest effort
on Rhino Records, no style of music
could prop up such insipid lyrical
fare as "lIce Icc Baby™ and “1 Want
Your Sex." Lee knows this, belraying
asinister laugh.

“Sometimes, there’s not a lot
there. Sometimes we expose them
for what they are.”

Legend is Big Daddy is a classic
1950s rock'a'rell outfit that went on
2 USO Tour of Southeast Asia in 1939
and subsequently disappeared after
1heir plane went down.

THEY WERE taken prisoner by
Laotion communists for nearly a
quarter of a century. Another ver-
sion has them stranded on a South
Sea Island until they found out how
to repair an airplane engine, accard-
ing 10 a story in the Stanford (Uni-
versity) Dajly.

Either way, the idea 15 Big Daddy

REVIEWS

missed the boat on ‘the evolution of

, rock'n'roll. Or did they?

When considering hits like “Like a
Virgin™ (which is hilarious lyrically
when Big Daddy gets ahold of the
Madenna hit), one might wonder. But
Hig Daddy also reveals the lyrical
majesly of some numbers such as in
the 1950s-styled cover of U2's “Still
Haven't Found What I'm Looking
For.”

Bottam tine is, Big Daddy makes a
big point about today’s musle.

*I think there’s a lot of good music
being written today,” Lee said. "Too
much of the emphasis is put on the
production and not the song. Usually,
when you strip it down 1o the bare
necessities it can be traced back to
the '50s.’

Lee's musical roots are traced
hack to this area. He performed in a
short-lived band. Citizens, whose
claim to fame was opening for the
Doobit: Brothers at Charlevoix in
1981,

Primarily, though, Lee performed
as a solo artist at area nightclubs be-
fore movlhg to Angeles in 1982,
He has a bachelor's degree in Eng-
lish from Oakland University. His
wife, Wanda van den Ende, is a grad.
uate of Avordale High School

BIG DADDY was formed in 1983
wilh the nucleus of Marty Kaniger,
Hob Wayne and Lee. The band re-
leased a single, “Dancing in the
Dark,” which was a classic remake
of Bruce Springsieen’s gem from the
“Horn in the USA™ LP. The song was
styled alter Pat Boones "Moody
Hiver”

Big Daddy’s version rose to No. 16

man, John {Spazz) Hatton, Norman A. Norman and Marty {The

K) Kaniger.

addy croons,
’50s doo-wop

on the UK charts, cventually passing
Springsteen’s version on the way
down from the No. 1 spot. Things
-have progressed from there.

The story of. Big Daddy, the one
being held captive by Laotions com-
munists and all, has even found its
way to the stage. “Big Daddy:
‘Stranded {n the Jungle' " will finish
its run Wednesday, June 26, at the
Groundlings Theatre in Hollywood.

Band members perform .in the
production as well as professional
actors. The story begins at a high
school talent shaw and covers the
group after the "50s group is rescucd
and dropped intg the '90s with MTV,
compact discs and Madenna wan.
nabe's, sort of like “Gilligan's Is-
1and” meets “Grease.” Big Daddy's
first gig back is at a heavy metal
club.

. “We think it's Club Satin, but it's
actually called Club Satan ™

Big Daddy's music is finding its
mark as well. The latest release is
cipe with take-offs of Dire Straits’
“Money for Nothing” and th
bop rave-up of Paul Simon"
land"

“Grace-

So far, Lee said, reaction - from
artists have been positive. Rick
James, whose “Super Freak” was
Big Daddied, reportedly Jaughed hi-
lariously after hearing the band's
version and snapped up a copy.

THOUGIL NOT every petformer
has checked in with an opinion, Lee
wonders what Sincad Q'Cornor will
think of their "Nothing Compares to
2 U effort, which includes the “Na-
tona) Anthem” being played in the

e ditty.

background as a Little Richard sing-
ing voice croaning about how “Noth-
Ing compares to me.”

“Sometimes we're lucky enough to
{ind a styling to put today’s songs in
the glove of the past.”

But in doing so, some might write
off Big Daddy as a Sha Na Na
rehash. Lee said some have already
mistakenly made the comparison.

“They do, but they're missing the
boat. We're not just a '50s songs
bang. We take today's songs and doa
met amorphous on them.”
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INTERNATIONAL
POP
OVERTHROW

— Material Issue

By naw, no doubt “Valerie Loves
Me™ has been registered in the mem-
ory bank as an indelible, hook-ridden
pop song. The kind of number that
leads people blindly to the record
store, mumbling about some band
with a song about same girl on some
radio station.

The station in ths case 18 CIMX-
FM, which was the first to pla
“Yalerie Loves Me.”

1 anything. the impact of this
power-chord laden song about unre-
qulted love harks back to when a sin-
gle receiving a glimmer of air pla
could break a group. Those were
simple times back when CKLW-AM
“The Big Eight” would zpin a new
tune .md the response was immudi
ate.

Muwrial Issue has 14 songs hike

Valerie Laves Me.” not in the sease
of duplicity. Each number possesses
that spark, a surge that is stark yet
multicolored in its pop fallout.

Brevity s Material Issuc's
strength. So, too, Is the uarelenting
gultar buzz and pop musings of Jim
Ellison. He has undoubledly got a
tune for every woman who has
crossed his path and got away, judg-
ing by the open letters of “Valer
Loves Me'" “Dianc “Henee

nainy the Same™
tine * Iither that or he should lalch
oo autographed copy of “Wom-
0 Who've Loved Too Much.”

Fsen i the sultry guitar furmen-
tativn of “There Was a Few,” Elhison
15 louking for some gir! named Lulu.
On the slow, yearning “This Letter,”
Elison cites a chapter from the
Cheap Trick. Robin Zander book of
wasling for lhv wayward women of
his heart

‘These numbers don’t spe
ual vonquests, rather, | an
Iove's Iwisting tronies. \\'mlu (hrw
can’t be written off as mindless
meanderings about syrupy infatua-
tions, there's some oddbalf poetry in
the lot.

Bul wrapped in Material Issuc's
clectric, three-prony fronta) attack,
such 1s ty forgiver The hooks on
this effort are rv’- * ess, and isn't
what pop tt 15 about, any-

and L& Chris-

k u( sex-

Larry O Connor

LAUGHTER AND
LUST

-— Joe Jackson

The hirst sounds on Joe Jackson’s
latest record, "Laughter and Lust,”
are a cacophony of notse kicking off
the “Obvious Song ™ 1t's jarring and
designed to make the histeaer perk
up his or her ears and take notice,

Making, the hisiener take notice s
what a'lot of “Laughter and Lust”
seems Lo be about

Having some hsteners paying at-
tention s something old Joe could
use about now. Since 1979, be hasre.
teased some of the most consistently
good records around, but he has had
trouble from record company execs
who don't know how to market his
stuff (They do. conversely. have no
trouble marketing Vanilla fee)

Or maybe it's Jackson's lault for
being too good The record buying
public alrcady has a few good Joe
Jackson albums — why do they need
to buy more®

The most ominous sign of Jack-
son's career sluggishness is the radio
pramo spols for his upcoming show
The songs they play on the ad are "Is
She Really Going Out With Him?
and “Stepping Oul” — ancient histo-
ry as far as hits are cancerned.

is bid for approval continucs in
his song selection. He sticks toward
mare traditional pop song structures
than in past cfforts and injects cach
tune with a healthy dose of cateh-

O

ness

His

baltads.
i}

too, are more
uat  “The
3 peclectly  beautiful
song, speaks of lost Jove without
Jackson's usual angey, young lyrics

One odd addition Lo the record is
Jacksen's cover of Fleetwood Mac's
“Oh Well™ -~ remember - T eant
sing. 1 .unl pretty, and my legs are
thin ™

Another oddity 1s a phota Jackson
includes 1n the hiner notes Tt shows
hum wearing makeup. ineluding red
Upstick and artfully apphied eye-
liner, and staring contemplatively at
a rose

Far that phota, plus the usual ex-
cellent assortment of songs, “Laugh-
ter and Lust”
money

Jull Hamlton

15 well worth your

-IN CONCERT

@ BIQ DAVE AND THE ULTRABONICS

Blg Dave and the Ultrasooics will per-
form Monday, June 24, at Rick's Cale,
61 Church, Ann Arbor. For informatloa,
call $96-2747.

® JANE OLSVOR

Jane Olivor will perform Monday,
June 26, a1 St. Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Con®
gress, Detrolt. For Informatlon, call 961-
M

@ PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM

Paradise Valley Jazz Jam Sessioo will
take place Monday, June 34, at Alvin's,
5756 Caxs, across from Wayne State Unl-
versity, Detroit. For information, call
832-2355.

@ ASSEMBLY REQUIRED

Assembly Required will perform Tues-
day, June 25, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For information,.call 996
F1LLA

® MORRISSEY

Morrissey will perform with guest,
Phranc, 8 p.m. Wednesday, June 26, at
Meadow Brook Music Festival Oakland
University in Rochester. Pavilion seats
are sold out; lawn tickets are $12.50. For
intormation, cal? 99-MUSIC.

& WAYHE TOUPS ZYDECO BAKD

Wayne Toups Zydeco Band will per-
form Wednesday, June 26, at the Blind
Pag, 208 5. First, Ann Arbor. For infor-
matlon, call 996-8555.

® THE HANNIBALS

The Hannibals will perform Wednes.
day, June 28, 3l Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor For information, call 996
2747

@ WEATHER VARES

Weather Vanes will perform Thursday,
June 27, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. Finst,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
2555,

® WATER FOR THE POOL

Waler for the Pool will perform Thurs-
day, June 27, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor For informatlon, call $96-

® BAMARITANS

Samantans will perform Thursday,
June 27, al Cross Street Station, 511 W.
Cross, Ypsitants. For information, call
485-5050

® DIVINYLS

“Divinyls will performs Thursday, June
27, at the Laun Quarter, 3087 E. Grand
Blvd, Detroit, Tickets are $11.50 In ad-
vance. Fot information, call $9-MUSIC.

@ WAYNE TOUPS & ZYDECAJUN

Wayne Toups & Zydecajun will per:
form Thursday. June 27, at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, across from Wayne State Unlversi-
ty, Delroit. For information, call 832-
2355

& CHRIS KAIN

Chnis Kain will perform Thursday,
June 27, at Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, north
of Michigan Avenue. Dearborn. For infor-
matson, ¢all 346-1920

® VUDU HIPPIES

Vudu Hippies will perform with guests,
Hoom and The Rackitt, Thursday, June
37, al Paycheck's Lounge, 2932 Caniff,
Hamtramek

® BOBBY KING AND TERRY EVANS

Babby King and Terry Evans will per-
torm Friday. Junc 28, at Ruck's Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor For information, call
9962747

® STEVE KING AND THE DITTLIES
Steve King and the Dhttlies will per-
form Friday. June 28, on the Boblo Moon-
kbt Cruse The cruise departs the De-
srutt dock 11 pm. and returns 1 a.m For
snfurmation, call B43-0700 or 843-8300.

® DRAVE NEW WORLD

Brave New World will perform wilh
xursts, Happy Accidents and Shaggy
Speed Bump. Frday, June I8, at Pay-
check's  Lounge, 2932 Caniti, Ham-
tramek

@ INCURABLES

Incurables will petform with guests.
The Tommues, Friday, June 38, at the
Hamtramek ub, 2048 Camff. oft 17
For informalion, call 3653829

® MIMI HARRIS AND THE SNAKES

Mt Harris and the Snakes will per-
form Friday, June 28, at Lili's, 2930
Jacob, llamu’amcl For intormation, call
275.8555.

® CROSSED WIRE

Crossed Wire will perform Friday,
June 28, at the Blind {mg. 208 § Fint,
Ann Arbor For information, call $96-
LISTS

® PITVIPERS
Pit Vipers will perform Friday and

LOCAL

Sllnrdly June 18-29, at JI's Pub, 32811
Ford Road, Garden City. For informa-

tlon, call 522-9450.

@ VIV AKAULDREN
Viv Akauldren will perforro with
ests, Mizsed in Diary, Friday, June 28, .
at Finney's Pub, 3985 Woodward, Detrolt.
For informatlon, call 831-2070.

® ROBERT PENN

Robert Penn will perform Friday, June
28, at Moby Dicks, $452 Schacfer, Dear-
born. For Laformation, call 531-3650.

® CUPPA JOE

Cuppa Joe will perform Friday, June
28, a1 Cross Street Station, $11 W. Crosms, -
Yeailanti. For information, call 4855050, -

@ FISHBONE

Fishbone will pertorm Friday, fune 28,
a1 St. Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
troit. Tickets are $10 In advance. For In-
formation, call 961-MELT.

® BOB MARGOLIN

Bob Margolin will perform Friday.
June 28, a1 Sully's, 4758 Greentield, north
of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, For Infor-
mation, call 346-1920.

® REDC

Red C will perform Friday, June 28, at

the Majestic Theatre, 4140 Woodward,
Detroil. Cover is $4. For information, ﬂll
833-9700. .
@ TAASH BRATS

Trzsh Brats will perform with guests,

e Generals, Friday, June 23, at The

Rlu, 17580 Fratho, 10%a Mile Road, oft
Gratiot, Roseville, For mtonmllon call
778-6404

# BIG CHIEF -

Big Chie! will perform Saturday, June
29, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Ar-
bor. For informatian, call 996-8535.

® FLASHBACK

Flashback will perform Saturday, June
29, at Rick’s Cale, 611 Church, Ann Ar-
bor, For information. call 996-2747

@ RAINBIRDS

Ralnbirds will perform Saturday. June
29, at the Hamiramck Pub, 2048 Caniff.
otf 1.75. For information. call 365-3829.

@ DETROIT BLUES BAND

Detroit Blues Band wlll perform Satui
day, June 29, at_ Moby Dicks, 545:
Schaeler, Detroit. For information, call
$81-2650.

® PRIMAL BHELLS

Primal Shells will perform Saturday,
Jupe 29, at Crows Street Station, 511 W
Cross. Vpsilanil. For lnformation, call
485-5050,

® FRANK ALLISON & THE ODO 8OX

Frank Allison & the 0dd Sox will per-
form Saturday, June 29, at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, across from Wayme State Universi-
ty. Detrolt. For information, call 832
2385,

@ DARK THEATER

Dark Théater will perform with guests,
Wrath of Chrustlan and illusionist Steve
DeKramer, Saturday, June 25, al Majes
tic Theatre, {140 Woodward, Detroit.
Cover charge is 35 For information, call
8139700

& THELA'S

The La's will perform with
Straightjacket Fits Saturday, June 25, al
St. Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress. De-
troit. For information, call 961-MELT

® MOTOR CITY BLUES PROJECT

Motor City Blues Project will perform
Saturday, June 25, at Sully's. 4752 Green-
ficld, north- of Michigan Avenue, Dear-
born For informauon, call 846-1920

® STEWARY FRANCKE BAND

Stewart Franche Band will perform
Saturday. June 29, st Lili's, 2930 Jacob,
Hamtramek. For information. call 875-
6555

@ NEW DELTA ROCKERS

New Delta Rockers will perform Sat-
urday, June 29, at the Station Lounge.
12033 Michigan Ave., Wayne. For infor-
malion, call 721-3360.

@ 3AM. (ANTI-M)

5 A M. {Anu-M) wilt perform hlurdx)
June 29, on the Boblo Moonlight Cruise
The cruse departs the Detroil dock 1§
pm and returns 1 3.m. For information,
call 843-0700 or §43-8800.

® STRANGE BEDFELLOWS -

Strange Bediellows will perform wilh
guests. Voodoo Chuli. Salurday, June 29,
at Exit Club, 12 Mile and John R, Madi-
son Heights For snformation, call $44-
1298

® KENNY MILLER

Kenny Miller will perform Saturday,
at the Awrport Hilton, 33500
Wick. Remulus For informalien, call
292.3400. Ex1.173

® THE GEAR

The Gear will perform with guests.
Liathead and the Sphitters, Salurday.
June 29, at Finney's Pud, 3965 Wood-
ward, Detrant. For splormation, call B31-
8070

CUTTING
EDGE

Here are the top 10 songs oo “Detroit
Music Scepe,” which is heard 4.5 pm.
Sunday oo WDTR-FM $0 9.

- Hunning trom You,
8 “Lost In Space.” Grady Hazy
9. “Cracked Streets,” Thirsty Foreat Aal-

mals
10 "The Immediate Story,” various art.
Ists

Here are 10 releascs in power rotation
oo “The Cutting Edge.” which is heard
daily oo CIMX-FM 887

¢ "Peggy Suicide
5. "Mighty Like 2 Rnu " Elvis Contello
6 "The La's,” The Lo’

7. “Real Lite.” Steapte Miads

Jullan Cape

3 "The Reality of My " Flskbone
9. "Laughter and Lust,” Joc Jackson
10 “Mama Said.” Lenny Kravitz




