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.. Comedian Bob Nelson has earned
respect, malnly thanks to a guy who
never gels any.

« Rodney Dangerfield gave the Long
Island, N.Y., nallve his break in the

. business, turning the madcap slap-
stick oose on

Brothers takeoff, uslng hls zany
brand of physical humor throughout
the movle.

The film features Nelson in hls
first mafor role. He dld have a part
in ,Arnold Schwarzenagger's “Kin-
dergarten Cop.”

“You're there for four months,”
Nelson sald. “It was very physical

al
. his New York club, Dangerficld's,

Dangerfleld eventually took ‘Nel-
son on tour 1o open for him at such
prestigious venues as Carnegle Hall,
Radio City and Caesars, which was
wnusual In & way, Many humorists
prefer to have musical acts open for
them rather than another funnyman.
“He (Dangerficld) gave me confi-
dence; he gave me the knowledge on
how to deal with these things,” Nel-
son said. “He has 50 much wisdom.

) "'lle would never say something
. sucks. He's never been critical of an-
other comedlan’s act.”

IRONICALLY, THEIRstyles of
humor are completely divergent,
Whereas Dangerfield Is a litany of
one-liners, Nelson's comedy relies on
the threc-dimensional with
characterlzations and props.

The experience of touring with
Rodney gpngcrilcld. though, offered

Nelson "énough self-assuredness
1hat’s paying off today. Nelsan Is co-
starring in in an upcoming Para-
mount film, “Lame Ducks,” which
apens in theaters this fall. He's cast
as a Harpo type character in a Marx

and But s casier than
your live appearances. 1f you're on
stage and you make a mlstake, you
can't go back 30 minutes later and
do a second take.”

Film has since become a natural
career extentlon for many comedi-
ans. 50, too, is television.

Nelson has also _been been In-
volved in several HBO comedy spe-
cials, including "Onc Night Stand.™

Unquestionably, though, Nelson's
biggest break came on an carller
HBO comedy special in 1985. Agaln,
blame It an Redney. *Rodney
Dangerficld's Ninth Annuval Young
Comedlans Spectal” featured the
likes of Sam Kinlsor, Rlta Rudner,
Louie Andcrson and Bob Saget. All
of whom have gone on to comedlc
fame and fortune.

But it was a ballooned shoulder-
padded comedian with an HI-fitting
footbal) helmet who stele the show,
doing public service commercials
because “a mind Is a teerlble thing.”

YET, UNLIKEthose aforemen-
tioned comedlans, Bob Nelson hasn't
garncred the publlelty they have.
Though that all could change with
“Lame Ducks,” tn which he co-stars

COMEDY CLUBS

Bob Nelson has plenty of stand-up credits, including those

with John Turturro.

One reason is that Nelson hasn't
chosen (o go on the road much,
prefering to perform maialy in the
Northeast.

Another aspect could be his style
of comedy. Visual aids are censld-
ered something of a hinderance in

times, when as a wide receiver on his high school football
tcam, he'd go for the laughs instead of the touch down,

some high-brow stand-up comedic
circles and television.

This in splte of the fact humorists
such as Red Skeiton and Steve Mar-
tin are masters at using props.

“There are guys who are against
props,” said Nelson, who adds he
once had his props ‘taken away by

other comedlans while on stage.
“They belicve comedy s (for the
mind). You don't need props. They
think it’s a medleval form of come-

Also, Nelson is a series of charac-
ters and personalities, All of which
are “alter-egos” of himself, They are
50 well-developed they virtually en-
velope the person who Is performing
them. |

There's the swaying drunk who
tries to plck up a woman at a bar. He
asks her astrological sign while hie-
cupping to her, "I'm & feces."

Nelson does a punch-drunk boxer
ala Leon Spinks and one of a toddler,

Of course, hls All-American foot-
ball team draws the most howls, in-
cluding a lineup of such characters
as the lisping Bruce Koskiasky from
San Francisco Unlversity and the
Rocky-lingoed Tany Cappucine from
the University of Brooklyn. Then
there is Number 72, oops Number 27,
who tells players to make sure to
wear their athietic cup.

GRIDIRON PORTRAYALScome
natural for Netson, who played wide
receiver and defensive end for his
high school team In Massapequa,
N.Y. The quarterback of the football
powerhouse was actor Alec Baldwin,
Sometlmes when his team was up
55-0, Nelson would display his
comedic tajents.

“If 1 was in the end zone, wide
open with my hands and no one
around, §'d tet the pass hit me in the
head and go for the lavgh.”

Bob Nelson scores touc_:hdown with his zany team

Nelson went to Nassau Commual-
ty College to major In theater. At the
time, he was also working as a

te-up artist when a co-worker
asked hlm to make a phone call. He
dld, impersonating a woman but di-
aling the wrong number,

The guy on the other end happened
1o be an owner of a comedy club. He
thought Nelson was so funny be ln-
vited him down to his place for an
audition.

After performing the comedy club
circult for a few years, Nelson ended
up hosting a children’s television
show [n Philadelphla “Double Mup-
pets, Hold the Onfons.” The abow
won an Emmy from the Natlebal
Academy of Television Arts and S¢l-
ences in 1983.

From the comedy stage o televi-
slon, Nelson is diving head first into
film with “Lame Ducks.

The gruellng part was the filming,
which took place November through
March. Nelson has (0 walt until Aug-
ust to see how the final film turns

i

“If this movie bombs, I'm up the
creek without a paddie because this
is what T want to do. I'll have to find
another niche. I'l] always have stand
up.'’

Bob Nelson will appear for one
show only 8:30 p.m. Tuesdoy, June
25, at Chaplin’s West Comedy
Club, Telegraph Road, near Six
Mile Road, Detroit. Tickets ave
$15. For information, call 533-
8866.

- Here are listings of some come-
- dy clubs in our arca. To let us

krow who is appearing at pour

club, send the information to:

Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-

centric . Newspapers, 36251
. Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.

® CHAPLIN'S EAST
Mac King wlll appear Keith Ruff
and Jobn Thalia Tuesday through
Saturday, June 25-29, at Chaplin's
East, 34244 Groesbeck, Fraser. Show
times are 8:30 p.tn. Tuesday through
- Thursday, 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For information, call
792-1902. -
® CHAPLIN'S WEST
* Bob Nelson will perform a special
engagement Tuesday, June 25, Steve
Balrd wlli appear Scott Wyler and
John Hefron Wednesday through
Saturday, June 26-29, at Chaplin’s
West, 16890 Telegraph Road, one
block south of Six Mile, Detroit. For
information, call $33-8866.

® CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH

Kirk Neland will appear with Pete
George Wednesday through Satur-
day, June 26-30, at Chaplin's Plym-
outh at the Radisson, 14707 North-
ville, Plymouth. Show times are B:30
pm. Wednesday and Thursday; 8:30
and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
For information, call 454-4680.
@ COMEDY CASTLE

Norm Stulz wilk appear with Tom
Fraok Tuesday-Saturday, June 25-
29, at the Comedy Castle, 269 E.
Fourth, Royal Oak. Show time is 8:30
p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and
8:30 and 11 p.m. Friday and Satur.
day. For teservations, call 542-9900.
® JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

Michael Blackman will perform
Wednesday-Saturday, Juae 26-29, at
Joey’s Comedy Club and Sports £m-
porium, 15246 Southfield Road, Al-
len Park. Show umes are 9 pm.
Wednesday and Thursday, 8:30 and
10.45 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
nformatien, call 382.7041

@ JOEY'S LIVONIA

Jeff Nease will perform  with,
Mark Koope Wudnesday-Saturday,
Sune 26-29, at Joey's Comedy Club,
Stoyan's  Scafood Steakhouse,
3607t Plymouth Road. Livonia. For
Information or reservations, call
261-055%.
® JOEY'S AT THE ROXY

Ted Holum will perform wilh
Kevin James will perform Friday-
Saturday, June 28-29, at The Roxy,
Haggerty Road, near 1:94, Belleville,
For infarmation, call 699-1829

® HOLLY HOTEL

Ted Norkey will perform with
Lisa Goich and Steve Blllnitzer
Thursday-Saturday, June 27-29, at
the Holly Hotel, 110 Battle Alloy.
Holly. Show times are 830 pm.
Thursday. 8:30 and 10:30 p m. Friday
and Saturday. For reseryations, €l |
634.1891.
® MISS KITTY'S

Richard Chassler will perfarm
with Jason Dixon Friday-Saturday,
June 27-28, at Miss Kitty's Comedy
Club, Long Branch, 595 N. Lapeer
Road, Oxford. For information, call
628-6500.

® MAINSTREEY

Deoals Wolfberg will appear Fri-
day-Saturday, Junc 28-29, at Main-
Street Comedy Showcase, 314 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. Show times are & 30
and 11 p.m. Friday and 7, 9 and 11
p.m. Saturday. For information, call
996-9080.

® BEA'S COMEDY CLUB ~

Dawntown Tooy Brown Mark Still
and Beeny Archer will perform Frl-
day-Saturday, June 28-29, at Bea's
Comedy Club, $41 Larned, Detroit.
Show times are 8:30 and 11 p.m. For
information, call 961-2581.

® LOONEY BIN
Mike Green will appear with Gli-

da Houser and Elllot Branch Friday-
Saturday, June 28-29, at The Jakes
For Steak and Looney Bin Comedy
Club, 1655 Glengary, Walled Lake.
For reservations and show tlmes,
call 669-9374.

® DUFFY'S
The Bob Posch Comedy Show will

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

perform 9 and 11 p.m, Fridays and
Saturdays during June at Duffy's
Waterfront Inn, 3635 Cooley Lake
Road, Union Lake. For reservations,
call 363-9469.

@ PINE KNOB
‘The New Pine Knob Musle The-
atre Series No, 1 will feature Red

IN COOPERATION WITH

Observer & Eccentric
NEWSPAPERS
PRESENTS

Children’s Concert Series

Gates open one hour before concert begins.

Saturday, June 29 at 11:00 AM

trecommended for all ages)

MR. DRESSUP

with Casey & Finnegan

(as seen on Canadian TV)

Pavilion §7, $6

'
OTHER CHILDREN'S
The Chenille Sisters
30 Eric Nagler tas seen on “The Elephant Show™)
Shari Lewis with Lambehop & other friends

July 13
July
July 27

Lawn S5

CONCERTS ARE

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY'S
Meadow Brook Music Festival

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL

FIeXGT

QUILETS INCLUDING RUDSON

ASTER,

HARMONY

HOUSE AND SOUND WAREHOUSE STORES OR
CALL MEADOW BROOK FESTIVAL BOX OFFICE

(313) 377-2010

Skelton, June 30; Doo Rickles with
Toei Teanille, July §; and Alan King
with Paula Poundstone, Aug 7. Se-
ries No. 14 features Budd Fried-
man’s “Night at the Improv" with

F.

CHILDREN

(10 and Under)
$295

nEws m II..II:III.IIII.I.IIIIII

AMILY NIGHT SPECIAL *

Spaghetti (& Mecatballs
Fettucine Alfredo
Chicken Stir Fry
Veal Parmigiana with Pasta
Al entsees includs tamily salad and homemada broad
Wan - Expi

Plon's{a
DePalma's Dining and
Roag-

21735 Prymouth
Uvonia 26X-2430 for Aeservations

Louie Asdersos, Joe Nipote, Mike
Binder, Bobby Collins and Ron Pear-
som, July 1; Jay Leno, July 24; and
George Carlls with America, July
25, For informatton, call 377-8200.

Monday and Tuesday

res 7-2-91
0500t COUPON Whon
vald with Othee discounts

Cocktails
- (3 Biks. W. of Marriman)

If you're going to call yourself"
community newspapers,

Best Birdhouse
Builders Contest

The Bloomfield Hills

Optimist Club

_
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> Holiday Spirit
HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE

&

around the yeay,
we're right hare

PIONEERS

anywhere else

But throw,
our commututies
SCMINACS

day n and day out

And we're happy abou!

You need to care about your
communities

WE DO. Our main goab)s to bring you good, sokd, local news that you won't lind
We do that twice each weck In 12 newspapers
houl the year we also sponsor and promote a vanety of events that beneli
Events lhe the Matnolt Soccer Classic. 10K Runs. and educationat
W care about people of all ages and show it wih support of such organizations
as Qakland County's Food Bank, the Holiday Gift Drive, and Project Graduation.
Youngsters i a pumber of schools will enter the third annual birdhouse building contest
and we've 1aken an aclive role in the promotion of recycling in our communities

No. we don'l swoop into our communities when a siory breaks, tum oh the bright lights
and focus on the siuaton tor a few nunutes and then disappear. We're here everyday,

til. \We hope you are, 100.
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We Live Where You Live
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