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Single parent by choice

Contlnued from Page 1

semination alimost seven years ago
as an option to having a chlld with-
out a pariner before her biologlcal
clock stopped tickin,

ng. .
“Artificial {nsemination had been

‘my cholce all aleng,” she zaid, “If
there had been a man in my llfe, I
would have gone that route.”

But she worrles that a future mar-
riage may causc problems because
of the strong bond between her and

< her son.

“] had a few people ask why I
didn't just find a man and get preg-
nant,” she said. “That would have
been uncemfortable for me. It's us-
Ing someone.”

Pl}ll]ll TO jolnlng SMC four
years-'ago, Brandt llved, ate and
drank literature on single parenl.lng
by chalce, particularly before the
hirlh of her child. The only contact
she had had with another woman in a
simllar circumstance was a ¢llent of
the physlclan who performed her ar-
tificial insemlnation.

"She was having problems related
to church and what she dld,” Brandt
said. “We had contact on the phone
but actually met at the (SMC) group.

“There were days when I came to
meetings when there were problems.
1 was frustrated because Bllly
wouldn't go to sleep or he was hitting
the Kids next door . .

“I'would talk to these women who
became my friends and found that
their children were doing the same
kind of things," the Ferndale resi-
dent sald, “When you're by yoursel
with that chlld and something goes
wrong, your first reaction is to
blame yoursell,

“You find it's just a deveclopmen-
tat thlnx. ,

TEE DTHEB positive aspect of
the organization thal drew Brandt
into the organization was that'It pro-
vided a peer group for her son,

“The majority of the activities
that we do turn out to be more soclal
than a heavy duty meeting.”
Clements sald. “It usually ends up
being a planaing time about what we
are going to do with the kids. And
then we sneak {n one or two we can

do something for the moms,”
Childres’s activities have Included
Christmas, Halloween tzza par- " fish

ties, weckend trips, short stays at - .

beach cottages and a couple of
brunches scheduled just for moms
during the year.

'Bingo games
return to
festival

Farmington High School Music
Patrons will be back again with Bln-
go games under a blg tent during
Founder’s Festlval days Thursday
through Saturday, July 1113,

Games.run from 4-10 p.m. Thurs-
day, 4-11 p.m, Friday, and from noon
to 11 p.m. Saturday. The tent will be
on Grand .Rlver, east of Farmlgnton
Road. The final game every night s
Winner Take All.

Diabetes is a major contributor
to heart disease, kidney disease
and blindness. So when you
support the American Diabetes
Association, you fight some

f the worst diseases of A
T me
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FUN ASIDE, there also are guest
speakers and discussicns on stress
and {lnanclal management for the
single mother.

Issues addressed at the monthly
meetings pertain to child rearing
and “the same problems every par-
cnt has ralsing a child.”-

One area of rescarch data sulll in
the making and of concern to single
mothers is how the children will turn
out and be able to handle things.

“That just hasn’t come up a lot be-
cause it's (single mothers by cholee)
new, it's different,” Clements sald.
“We haven't run ioto a lot of prob-
lems with people not accepting our
kids or not accepling us for what we
have done."”

AS FOR such comments as “You
don't have a daddy,” “most wemen
have clected to be very open and
honest with their children — appro-
priate Informallon at the proper
age,” Clements said, “There lsn't-a
set answer (on how to explain to a
chlld) that there ls no father.”

Clements relles on her daughter to
bring up the subject. *

“When she was 2 years old, she
said to me 'l don't have a daddy but I
have two Kitties,” " Clements said. “I
thought here it comes, but I didn’t
have to give any exp!anaunn That's
all she wanted to say.””

FARMINGTON HILLS sales rep-
resentatlve Charise Fulton is expect-
ing her second child through artifl-
clal Insemination. Two-year-old son
Andrew was her first,

“I was getting older with no proa-
pects of gelling married and 1 al-
ways wanted a child,” the 38-year-
old Fulton said. “I had the financial
means to have a child and take care
of him.”

Fulton boasts that Andrew gets all
the attentlon and they do mother-son
things whenever they want. She
doesn't try lo overcompensate for a
lack of a second parent.

- “Andrew has a godfather and a
grandfather whe play men sport ac-
tivities with hlm,"” she said.

BOTH SHE and Brandt clte the
same philosaphy and facts when peo-

- . ple question thelr motives, raise eye-

brows or accuse them of belng sel-
ish

“T don't expect anybody to do any-
thing for me,” Brandt sald. “When It
comes to ralsing my child, I raise
him the way I think is appropriate.”

Single Mothers by Choice meet
at 2 p.m. once a month on a Sun-
day either in St. or the Farming-
ton Hills Advisory Council Build-
ing, 23450 Middlebelt. For infor-
‘mation, call 786-0038 (east nrca)
or 549-2328 (west area),

JEWELERS
¥ 1 ZZ0

NEW LOCATION
Commorco Towne Contor
Union Lake & Commeree Roads

360-0710

Open Tue Ihur 10ta b I 18107 Sat 1(0'S
Chosed Sundars A Mondaps

50% OFF

Pear] and Bead Stringing

umi 1 strand por custormor

WATCH BATTERIES

ommons

Made with high sheen, lustrous lace.
Features detachable straps and garters.
“'Colors: Black, Red, White 32-388
12 We carry a complete line of brida} accessories
20% OFF ALL MERCHANDISE
; To be sure...be fitted .. 29297 Southficld

§$ block N of 12 Mite; -
v by Tina Maric 557-7165
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A lesson in planting
Youngsters who attend Mayfair Co-op Preschoot get a les-
son in planting trees, and in the value of tr:
ronment, from their teacher, Maxine Fiagg. Al
the day each child got a six-inch pine sapling to plant in
his or her own back yard. The nursery is at 30450 Farming-

10 the envi-
the close of

Scholarships available'

The Farmington Area Community
Women are offering a $250 Return-
ing Women’s Scholarship, deslgned
to assist a woman who has returned
to school after a pamge of Mme,
rather than

and must be enrolled In o degree
program. She can be a full or part
time student with a minlmum lapse
of four years between high school
completion and college enrollment. .

pattern of college immed!nlely after
high school,

To be eliglble the woman must be
a Farmington or Farmington Hills
resldent, 2 mlnimum of 25 years old,

Wedneaday & Thursdny Nighta

Entertainment
Friday & Saturday Nigt
For Your Dancing and Ll-ﬂenmg En]u)u\cul

For an
36916 Fox Glen, Farmington Hills

Cﬂrﬁp]cled applicatlons must be
received by July 31, 1991,

\

Barry I. Auster wo.

is pleased to announce the association of
Lisa A. Schick, mp.
for the practice of Dermatology.

We specialize in collagen implants, laser
therapy, chemical peels and sclerotherapy for
varicose veins of legs.

29255 Northwestern Hwy.

11 block N. of 12 Mile)
Southfleld, Mich.

352-4911

Additional evening and Saturday hours now availuble.

) write to Farm-
Ington Area Community Women,

club circuit

VOYAGERS, a group for aingles
over 45, meet at 7:30 p.m. Friday in
St. Paul Pmbytcﬂan Church, 27475
Flve Mlte, Livonl

Linda Mnchell wlll talk on toplcs
related to communication, buillding
and rebullding relationships, and
sell-esteem. :

The meeling s open to interested
singles. Inquiries are taken by Ann
Anderson, 591-1350.

WESTSIDE SINGLES mect for a
dance party at 8 p.m. Friday in
Roma's of Livonia, on Schoolcraft
Service Drive, west of Inkster Road.

. Admlsslon asked at the doar. Budget
bar. No jeans.

TRI COUNTY SINGLES meet al 8
p.m. Saturday, June 29, in Bonnle
Brook Country Club, Telegraph Road
south of Eight Mile, Admisslon s $4
at the door.

FARMINGTON SINGLE = PRO-
FESSIONALS host their monthly
Single Mingle from 8-11 p.m. Friday
in the Community Center, 24705
Farminglon Road. The event intro-
duces to the as

For a complimentary newsletter
listing acheduled events for the next
month, call the group's information
line, 478.9181.

MICHIGAN PROFESSIONAL

WOMEN'S NETWORK kicks off the. .,

{lrst part of & slx-session network se-
rles beginning with a 6 p.m. dinner

Monday, July 8, in Ramada Hotel, --:

28225 Telegraph, Southfield. The ses-
slon Is calied Networklng Power.
Fee for non-members Is §23. Res-

ervatlons must be made on or before: -

Wednesday, July 3, with Sally -
Pemberton, . during the day, 835
1540,

SINGLE PLACE SINGLES mect: *
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, July 3, in First
Presbyterian Church of Northvllle,
200 E. Maln St. for an outdoor picnic”
on the terrace, folllowed by an old-
fashioned folk festival with Tom
Rice, owner of Gitfiddler Music
Store.

Admlsslan 1395,

All club news ond announce-
ments for this column are to be-
to: Club Circuit, Farm-

well as the activities the club has to
offer, Admisslan for guests is §5.

Golfers among the singles wlll tee
oft at-6 p.m. Saturday, June 29, in
Kensington Mctropark.

ington Observer, 21898 Farming-
ton Road, Farmington 48335. The
information must arrive before
noon on the Monday before

- Thursday publication.
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Do it for someone

- Stop smoking

/
LUNG

you love...

THE 80’

S o 2R

« High Fashion Eycwear
* Quality Lenses
+ Contact Lenses Specialist

s ARE OVER! .
It's time to return to private
Professional Optometry

Eyes & Optics
Roy A. Wilson, 0.D
788-1610

« Pediatric Evaluations

« Ocular Health Evaluations
including Diabetes and
High Blood Pressure

|_"25% OFF ANY PRESCRIPTION GLASSES o |

Located in Country Ridge Commons
31114 Haggt.ny Rd. (Just suuth ol' 14 Mllc Rd.)
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hair & nail supply
29113 Northwestern Hwy.
Southficll, MI 355-3496

SUMMER CLEARANCE
SIDEWALK SALE

50% .. 75% or¢

‘Thurs., fri., Sat.
June 27th, 28th & 29th

DRESS SHOP—— -~

Applegate Store Only

HOURS: l APPLEGATE SQUARE
Thurs, & Fri. 10 o.m.-8 pm. cgeas 29389 Northwestern Huy.
Saot. i0 o.m-5 p.m. . B"“’C;’l‘ [‘nijc:f‘g"‘"c Ad.

Alzheimer's Special Care Unit
with your family’s needs
in mind,

A fulloaesvice shalled care nuring tommunity.
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® Famiby partipation i Cane Flaanimy
= Famly support groups
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