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By Pat Murphy
staff writer

SMART is getting larger — and
more privatized. And, starting today,
suburban residents are getting more
publlc transportation.

- SMART (the Suburban Mobility
Authority for Reglonal Transparta-
IIon) is introducing elght new bus

routes today as part of a new expan-
slon financed with $12 milllon in fed-

eral funds and $4.3 million in state.

money:
Area communltica that will be
getting this added bus service fn-

- clude Farmingten Hills, Farming-

ton, Southfleld, West Bloemfleld,
Troy, Rochester and Rochester Hills.

The new routes will be managed
by ATE Management & Scrvk'e Co.

‘This represents the largest step
toward privatization in the -year
history of the metro Detrolt area’s
major mass transportation system.
Until recently, most of the sys-
tem's 244 buses operating In metro,
Detroft have been operated by
SMART ltself. SMART ha: subcon-
tracted some bus routes, But they
were small, the exceptldn rather

. than the rule.

“This {awarding the contract to
ATE) Is ‘certalnly the blggest step
toward privatizatlon in SMART his-
tory,” said Patrick M, Nowak, the
former Qakland County deputy exce-
utlve and Is now director of the
Michigan Depariment of Transpor-
tation.

NOWAK WAS CHAIRMAN . of
. SMART last year when the system

Prosecutor pralses court decision

Oakhnd County prosecutor Richard
Thqmpson Is loudly pralsing the U.S.
Supreme Court for upholding Michl-
gan’s toughest-in-the-nation law. re-
quiring & mandatory llfe sentence for
peaple convicted of possessing 650
grams or mote of cocaine.

This declslon gives pollce and pro-
secutors the tools to permanently re-
“move major drug dealers from our
community, Thompson sald Thursday
during a press conference.

- "The current law is working,” sald
Thompson, whose office over the last
20 months hag obtained more than 60
drug-related [ndictments from three
Oakland County citizens grand jurles.
“I¢ has produced dramatic results.”

Thompson has conslstently claimed
Mlch!gan s law delers drug dealers and
helps pollee agencles get to major sup-
pllers through Jow-level street dealers
who cooperate rather thap face Ilfe in
prison,

But other offictals, Including Ma-
comb County prosecutor Carl Marlinga

and Oakl:md Cﬁrcun Judge David F. |

Breck disagree. .
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County prospcutar
Richard Thompson has
consistently claimed
Michigan’s aw deters
drug dealers-and helps
police agencies get to
major suppliers
through low-level
street dealers who
cooperate rather than
face life in prison.

THEY ARE AMONG the officials
‘who have testlfled before the Jndlclary
Committee of the Michigan*House of

Representatives on behalf of Bill 4024 .

that would change the tough drug law,
glving judges more discretion In deal-
Ing with drug olfenders:

The blil Is sponsored by Rep. Wil-

sliam R. Bryant Jr., R-Grosse Polnte
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Famu, who claims lbe cxlsting law
does not help police get to major deal-
ers, who frequently circumvent Michl-
gan's law by having (helr cases
switched to federal jurisdiction, where
penaltics arc consliderably less severe.
The declslon Thompson laudéd was
handed down by the US. Supreme
Court .Thursday iavolving" nonnld
Harmelin, now 46, who was caught Ina
“routine traffic stnp by Qak Park pollee
In May, 1988 :

Police Tound 672 grams — or about
~ of cocalne in the car.
Harmelln was  subsequently found
gullty of possessing cocaine and, under
the tough 1978 law, was sentenced to
life in prison with no chance for parole.

In its 5.4 decision, the high court
ruled that a life sentence for possess-

ing that much cocaine was not
disproprotlonate to the offense and
thus did not constitute the cruel and
unusual punishment prohibited by the
U.S. Constltutlon,

. . A SENTENCE of life impris-
.

‘onment without parole is . , .

not
disproportionate to Harmelln's crime,”
wrote-Justice Ardihony Kennedy, who
voted with the majority. “Hls :ugges-

adveftised for bids on the contract to
operate the new routes, He s amang
the executives scheduled to atlend a
press conference — called to an-
nounce the injtiation of the new
routes — today at the reglonal
SMART offlce in Royal Oak.

SMART was obligated to put the
contract out for bids to quallly for
the $12 mitllon from thé Urban Mass

You're gétting more éha?ces o {ake the bus

step ‘loward providing more subur-
ban routes that can agt as feeders w
the main traffic arteries.”

“The routes Introduced today add
abgut 120 road miles to SMART,

. whose buses lravel more than 10

million route méles annually,

THE NEW ROUTES are:
“ Route 300, In Farmington, Farm-

Transit Administration the Bgeney__—inglon-Hills, Redford Township and

that qversees federal transpartation

‘. grants.

“If we hadn't advertlsed the bids
and then done what we sald we were
going (o do," Nowak said. “We would
not get the money.”

Conslstent with policies initiated
by Presldents Rongld Reagan and
George Bush, UMPTA wanted quasl-
govcmmcnla! unlts, llke SMART, to
explore p as a means of

dlort Lhat the crime was
victmless s false to the point of ab-
surdity.

“The. amount of cocalne

pmmaung cfficlency,
The Clncinnati-based ATE was the
successful bidder, cdging out four

has a potential yield of be-

tween 32,500 and 65,000 doses, and the,

amount Is momentous cnough to war-
rant he deterrence and retribution of
a life sentence wlihoul parole Kennee
dy wrole. .

Justice Byron White, writing the mi-
nority view, said the mere possession
of a large amount of cocaine — evcn
as much as carried by

other a subsj-
diary of SMART.

“It certainly - puts competltive
forces in place,” said Nowak. “But it
wasn't easy."”

The new routes represent a signlfi-
cant step in another way,. sald
Malthew M. Wirgay; one of two Qak-
land SMART representatives. “It's
not a massive expansion, But it Is a

Novt,

Route 400, in Southfleld, Farming-
ton HIlls, West moomlleld Keego
Harbor, Orchard Lake and Pontlac.

Route 492, in Troy, Rochester, Ro-
chester Hills and Auburn Hills.

Route 494, In Ferndale, Hazel
Park, Madlson Helghts, * Warren,
Slcrung Heights and Troy.

Route 115, In Woodhaven, Trenton,
Rlverview, Wayandotte, Southgate
and Taylor.

Route 265, in Dearborn, Dearborn
Helghts, Garden City and Westland.

Route 520, In Warren, Sterling
Helghts, Utica and Shelby Town:hlp

Route 730, In Harper Woods, East
Detrolt, Roseviile, Center Line, Wah
ren, Madison Heights and Royal Oak.

These routes are consldered the
first phase of a long-range project
that calls for a total of $41 miltlon In_
federal and state money 10 go o re-
glonal transportation,

not always serious enough o warranl
lite in prison.

The high court’s declslon does not
necessarily mark the end of the contro-
versy over Michigan's tough drug pos-
sesslonlaw. -

" The Mlichigan Supreme Court could

overturn it this fall when they are ex- |

pected 1o rule on a simllar case.
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