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Area attorneys uncertain- -

“about hlgh court nominee

. By Pst Murphy ~ !
statf writer . .

. Oakland Ccm‘nty resldenis ~. Re-
publicans and Democrats allke —

[OF-0u
_going Suprcmc Court Justice Thur-
good Marshall.
But they had loc litte Inlormnllnn
ce_ Thémas —~. Thur. |

. good's posslbln sUCCESSar == (o spcc
ulate about the kind of judge he

would be_on the high_court If con-

~ firmed by the U.S. Senate,

“I simply don't know enough about
the man (o have an oplnlon about
him,” said Thomas A. Law, & West
Bloomficld lawyer who is also a Re-
publican county commissloner.

Robert L. Wlilis, a Southticld at-
torney associsled with the South
Oakland Chapier of the Natlonal As-
sociatlon for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), said he
prefers to withhold judgment on
‘Thomas, a 43-year-old judge en the

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District *

of Columbla.

“I'm concerned. 1 worry about his
views on abortlon and affirmative
action,” Willls sajd Tuesday. “But alt

-I know.about him is what's In the

newspapers . .-, and then It depends
on whose column you read. I'd say
the jury is still out.”

DONALD TUCKER, a lawyer who

lives In Birmingham and practices in
1 reflected the

of many Democrats when he said he

was concerncd that Bush would re-

place Marshal!, an avowed champt-’

on of civil liberties, with a conserva-
tive,

Tucker, chalrman of. the Oakland
County Democratic Party, made hls
comments hours before Bush ar-
nounced .the name of his nomince,
But he said his coricern was valid,

Thurgood Marshall was a glant in
upholding Indlvidual rights agalist
intrusion -by government, Tucker
sald. “I'm concerned that President’
Bush might replace him with some-

1y_sxho_ls-qualiflod, butds-{

soclnl conservative.
“Bush’s appointments so far have

becn verylsotld Jawyers or judges’in’- . Marsballis 83-and while anaounclng.— "

thelr legal reasonlng. But In my
oplaion they do not hnvc the concern

-far. indlvidu;l Irecdoms.

J. n,m.m' a“lawyer —
from Bloomfleld Hills, said he re-
spected Thurgood Marshall and the
ideals he brought to the Supreme
Court. Hls.successor would have an
Important legaey.

While most of the people contact-
ed- by The Observer & Eecentric
Newspapers said Marshall -~ the
only black justice In the 201 year hls-
tory of the supreme court — was a
positive Influence on the Supreme
Court, Thomas Law offered a note of

* caution.

“I think he stayed (on the cqun)
too long," he sald. “I think there
should be a mandalory retirement
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. ngc lor Supreme Court judges.

don't know what the magle re-
Nrcmcm 8ge should be. -But they"

‘umum) shouldn’t stay around for-

ever.! s

reer as a clvll rights attorney before
belng appointed (o the high court 1n
1967 by Presldent Lyndon Johnson.

his retirement said he was having se-
rlous health problems, ~. .

As alawyer and as a Republlean,
“Law found il more than acceptable
that Bush nomlnated a black to re-
place Marshall. “It’s good that many
nationalitles are represented on the
high court,” he sald, “as long as they
arc qualifled and objectlve.” .

While reserving judgement on
nominee Thomas, Willis sald” that
both personally and as a representa-
tlve of the NAACP, he found it dis-
turblng that Bush appeared to be
stacking the high court with consery-
atives,

"1 dldn‘( parilcularily like it when

_the liberals did 1t," Willis said. “And

I don't like stacking the court by con-
servatives.”

] Back in saddle L
- County exec expects to finish term

By Pat Murphy
stafl writer

Alling Oakland County Execuuve
Danfel T. Murphy has a definlte re-
trement date in mind: Dec. 31, 1992,

That's the last day of the carrent -

four-year ‘lerm he 1s serving, sald

1y,-Who-fully-expects-to-finish—boalth-
‘out his current four-year termof off- -

ce.
“Tyve finished therapy and I feel’

Monday, after holding a staff meet-
ing and spending several hours In the
office. "I expect to spend a few
hours in the oiflce every day now."
Murphy has been out of full-time

Drivers needed

Volunteers from Oakiand County
are urgently needed by the Ameri.

can Cancer Society to transport can- -

cer - patients short distances for

treaiment at area hospitals.
Volunteers are needed Mondays

through Fridays between the houcs

of 8:30 am: and § p.m. Please calt -

Betty Alcox, American Cancer Socl-
ety, at 557-5353 for further Informa-
tlon.
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finc,” ‘the. §7-year-old. Murphy_sald_:soengy:than.ex,

commizssion slnce sufferfng a stroke
on Jan. S and.a scparate setback
April 12,

His comments about finishing his
term come as no surptfse to those
close to hirn. But they do dash cold
water, on hot rumors about some-_.
body replnclng Murphy if failing™"

1y re(lrcmcnl
Murphy fueted spcculauon that his
" kealth might fofce him (o - petire
during.a news.
papef intervlew ih.early -May. In
that article Murphy sald that as bad-
y as he wanted to finish.out- his
term, his health might not permit it
and he might be forced to slep'down
early,

IS STROKE ‘andcireulatory

h&encuuve—inw:nrv—:!ona

problems left . him ‘wllh lllghlly
slurred spcech and a gimpy arm and
leg.

The unofficlal word nround county
offlces was Murphy had lmposed a
June 30 deadiine “on, himsell, at
which ttme he planned’to assess his
progress in therapy and make a deel-
tstepping d

“r don t know where' that. (pardcu
lar rurhor} came from,". sald Mur-
phy, who acknowledged that rumors:

Somiéliiiies seem=~to have a e of

theif own, “I want to end that rumor
right now.," N

His comments. Monday. were In-
tended to squash any remalntng ru.
mors, Murphy sald. “I'm ready to

go,” he said. I even had a fow day:

to visit my son In Texas.”
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