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— By Lotaine McClish
staff writer

g WO AREA WOMEN, both
with breast cancer, relived
the most painful -part of
that experience when they

told their storiea in court,

“I was betrayed," sald Farming-

ton Hills resident Jean Moraskey.

- “That doctor was my OB-GYN for 20

years and he delivered the last two

of my four children. When he told

me the lump I discovered in my

breast was a muscle, I trusted him."”
.

“1 thought the world of that doc-
tor, and kept on thinking that 21l the
while ke was telling me there was
nothlng to worry about,” sald Live-
nia realdent Jean Carriere, who suf-
fered an unbelievable series of medl-
cal negligence that resulted In a
three-year delay of treatment.

Bath women reported thebr suspi-
clons to thelr doctors and both said
they ‘were ignered. Both sued for
malpractise and won. Both say the
money they got was Incidental to

cvaluation of  the ‘matter was not
made at the onset, .

“There is no amount of money
that is golng to replace mama,”
Moraskey sald, .o

“Money is not the issue here and
never was,” Carrfere safd. "The
message 1 have for every woman in
the world is: Get a second opinlon,
Or a third If you think that Is neces-
sa

ey, :

“Naow I'm being told that the can-
cer has spread o my blood. Thls
would never have gotten thls far If I
hadn't walted 50 long (o get a second
aplnlon.” - :

IT WAS TWO years after Moras.
key was told the lump (n her breast
was a hard muscle that her husband
sald she could proceed with plans to
h?‘vu plastic surgery as a Christmas
gift.

While she was in the plastie sur-
geon’s offlce listenlng to another pa-
ticnt talk about a breast Implant she
was reminded of the lump In her
breast, and mentloned that to him.

‘Betrayed” sa

what they suffered because a proper

ys cancer victim

" menis in Tavor of relying on her own |

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/stal pholographer

Joan Morasky of Farmington Hills testitled that her physician
told her the lump in her breast was a muscle.

“He ordered me to get a mammo-

.gram immedlately, but the mammo-__

gram didn't show a thing even
though the tumor had doubled In slze
~ and we cventually learned it had

- spread to the lUmph nodes,” Moras-

key sald.

Alter that she underwent a blopsy
which gave very bad news. Then she
had a lump removed, but that was
Ineffectlve because the cancer had
already advanced to the chest wall,
After that came the mastectomy.

“Every one of my grandparents
and great grandparcnis dled of old
age. I am one of six daughters and
we are all very healthy, I've always
been athletic and always been
healthy. I could not belleve I had
cancer. I could not belleve I was los-
ing a part of my body. I guess most
of all T could not belleve that the
doctor I trusted for so long gave me
a pat on the back and said 'You're
okay' and sent me on my way.

“This all happened in a very short
time and for a lot of that time | was
in total shock."

Moraskey has been cancer free for

Jean Carriere said her mal-
practice suit was not institut-
ed for money, that no amount
of money could compensate
her for her pain and suffering.
She implores women to get a
second opinion.

2% years now, and because she has

Immune system.

CARRIERE'S PROBLEM began
with a routlne mammogram that
showed suspeious cells, but her doe-
tor ardered no follow-up tests. Nine
months later she reported a lump to
him, a second mamogram was or-
dered, but she was told there was
nothing to worry about. .

Nelther did. the radiologlst order

» any follow-up tests, desplte report-

ing that he found an “area of suspl-
clon™ that strengly suggested a
malignant tumor.

Another two months went by. A
sample of her breast cells were tak.
en and she was told she had a benign
cyst. At the same tUme her doctor
put her back on estrogen pills, which"
she believes contributed to the
spread of the cancer,

“Somothing told me I shouldn’t be
taking those pllls and now I'm taking
an anti-estrogen pill - so there was
some connecilon,” she sald.

Then one of her nipples retracted.

—--Her doctor-tald her to°see a surgeon ™

if she wanted to, but there was really
nothing to worry about.

It wasn't until slx months after
that when she was In an emergency
room belng reated for an asthma at-
tack that a doctor noticed her nipple,
and she was ulttmately diagnosed as
having malignant cancer.

Since then the cancer spread to
her hip and she had a hip replace-
ment.

“1 REFUSE TO worry about can-
cer now,” Moraskey sald. “I love
life. There are not enough hours in
each preclous day.

“l am telling my story agaln pub-

* Nely to tell women to be more agres-
sive In dealing with thelr doctors. 1
want them all to know what their
rights are and use them.”

“My lifestyle sure has changed,”
Carriere said. “No more skilng. No
housckeeping .at all with the hlp. 1
Just don't do 100 much any more. But
I'm not listening to any doctor tell-
Ing me how many days or months or

always been healthy, she shunned, years I have to live. 1 just won't lis-

bath chemo and the radiation treat-

Research dollars politically driven

By Carolyn DeMarco
staff writer

O0K AROUND you in your
church or temple service

this weekend. Say of the
400 persons there, roughly
half are women — maybe 200.
Statistics provided by cancer re-
searchers reveal thal 20 of those
women, .whose names you probably
know — 10 percent of the group —
have or someday will have breast
AT Tty or Y Wi
it ‘
On a grander scale, an estimated
150,000 new eases of breast cabcer
will be dlagnosed this year in the
United States and 43,700 victims, al-
most exclusively women, will dic bee
cause of It.

Contrast those stailstics with that
of a newer, much more publicized
medical dilemma, AIDS. The Natlon-
2l Center for Health Statlstles osti-
mates 23,739 persons dic of AIDS
per year, half the number of breast
cancer casualties. Despite the num-

bers, the annual U.S. government re-
search funding provided AIDS re-
searchers with $1.1 bllllon last year.
And $77 milllon went speclfically for
breast cancer. (Al cancers totaled
had 497,220 deaths and $1.4 billion In
gavernment rescarch dollars.)

LACK OF political clout causes
the incquities, sald Dr. Thomas
Doyle, oncologlst at Henry Ford
Medical Center — West Bloomficld.

“The distribution of dollars is
ariven” polilically. There 18 need for
rescarch In AIDS. Right now AIDS
has the public’s eye. It's contagious,
Cancer Is not contagious. Maybe
there's a fear factor there. I have
family members who are nurses that
are scared to death to get
AIDS. . .AIDS is a terrible disease,
but cancer also needs attention.”

' Getting that attention is difficult,
Doyle sald. “I'm (as a physician) un-

able to gather polltical clout. Thls is
a publlc lssue. There is Title the
medical community can do. Jt’s driv-
en by the public.

\ 1

Dr. Thomas Doyle, oncologist at Henry Ford Medical Center in

tially explalnable, Doyle safd.
B4 Hined

ten {o that.”

the money is spent.

“It's a problem of lobbying, Do we
spend for Desert Storm or educatlon
or breast cancer? It's beyond the
scope of the medical profession.”

DOYLE SAID while itwice the
women (1 in 10) were diagnosed with
breast cancer In 1990 as opposed to
1960 (1 ip 20}, mere women are sut-
viving. The growing incidence Is par-

says physician

who aren’t taking blood pressuce
drugs because they don't have insur-
ance coverage or delaying surgery.
Other things come first. At the thoe
you do what you have te dv.”

THE BEST defense is still the sclf-
examination, he said, “and the
breast self-exam costs pothing.” A
self-exams, a mammogram’ and a
physical exam should be used collee-

tively, he sald. -

&

Woest Bloomficld, looks at X-ray with nurse Cheryl Fairbrother.

“There are (nsufficlent dollars
going into cancer research and we
are tmpeded by reduction In spend-”
Ing, but that's my oplalon, not fact,
Where are the doHars golng to come

from. What “othcr areas ‘should be
sacrificed? Defense? Indigent medi-
cal care? Educatlon? These are all
choices that have to be made by the
public. The public should choose how

- Breast cancer patients now telling

By Shiries Rose Iden
stalf writor

. tles warn that one in nine women will be found to
have cancer In the broast some (me in thelr life.

attorney Anne Kelsey on LA Law, spoke
for herself and other breast cancer pa-
tients recently when she asked Congress
tu allocate more money for rescarch on the dls-

!cnu-xs JILL EIKENBERRY, who plays
L

ense,

In a report on “The Polltics of Breast Cancer” a
tram of Newsweek Magazine writers declared
that voices of anger are being raised all across
America. “After decades of private pain and qulet
reslgnation, breast cancer patients are taking
thelr struggles out of the operating room, into the

courtroom and Into the sireets.”

Thelr anger s aimed at the system, the medical

doctors and the

They are speaking out, talking back and even sue-
ing physlcians for breast cancer malpractice.

ABOUT 150,000 American women will be diag-
breast cancer Lhis year. Upwards of
40,000 will die of the dlscase. The newest statls-

nosed with

industry.

be compensatlon.”

Just 30 years ago the figure was one In 20, Some
call this epidemic, and It just gets worse.

Another telling statistic that incenses wonsen Is
thal the U.S. government will spend in the neigh-
borhood of 10 times as much money this year on
AIDS research ($1.1 bllilon) as It will on breast
cancer research desplte the numbers which con-
firm that breast cancer has taken about six times
as many llves in the past decade.

Kenneth and Elliot Stern, brothers who practice
In a Southfield law flrm, agree that there is a
serious dlscrepancy tn funding for research In
male and female discases, Speclalizing in medical
malpractice, the flem handled more than 40
breast cancer matpractice cases last year.

“THE INCIDENCE of these cases is very defl-
nltely increasing,” said Kenncth Stern. “There are
some very hot areas for women Including breast
cancer, Ob-Gyn and, Increasingly, heart. There
are instances of physiclan neglect. There should

of Michigan.

yers usvally,

A Southticld-Lathrup High School graduate who
grew up in Southficld, Kenneth Stern received a
BA degree from Wayne State Unversity and a taw
degree from Detroit College of Law, He became
interested in personal Injury (tort) law while
clerking in an area law firm and now specializes
[n medical malpracilee.

“Physlcians recognlze specialties, but not law-
" sald Elllot Stern who is both physi-
can and attorney. Also an S-L graduate, he went
on to Wayne State Unlversity, medical school at
Michigan State and law school at the University

Heeast cancer cases just came along with med!-
<cal malpractice suits for the Stern’s fiem.

“There are a few patterns In these cases,” said
Ellict Steen, “Most commonly a lump ls dlscov-
ered, a mammogram done and nothing is found.”
He alleges that 20 percent of mammograms are
wrong or misread.

Ploasa turn to Pago 5

g-tongeringem
cral. It's being detected more fre-
quently. Years ago they died of other
things before they knew they had
cancer. There is more screenlng and
individuals are more aware (of the
signs and need of detection of the
discase.)”

Doyle said the good news for
women is, “The majority is curable
il detected at any carly_stage” and |
the mammogram Is a cost-cffective
too) that docs just thal.

Unfortunately, Doyle said, poor
women are not getting mammo-
grams. “These are the same people

JEARY 704 YNSKY

ne of this new. This §s years
old.” What is new, Doyle explained,
is research on the drug tamoxifen,”
now widely used in hormone treat.
ment, as a futare hicast cancer pre-
vention tool. Studies have been tak.
ing place in Great Britain for a dec-
ade and hive baghn in the U S, Doyle
said,

“ldon’t mean it shoald be used to
prevent at this fime but that jt
should be studled a8 an effective
treatment.”

The solution s cms to lie tn re-
search dollars .

it to the judge

Attorney Etliot
Stern has bolh
medicat and law
dogroes. With
his brother,
Kennath Stern,
[l he speciotizes
-In medical mal-
| praclice, Both
altorneys, who
practice in
Soulhfletd,
beliove that
women [njured
_l'hrnugh negloey
must be
compansatad,
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