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Continued trom Pago 1 to tank trucks. The kits contain the tools necessary. to
stop a chlorine leak.
“We need to do-this on a frequent basis,” Kurzeja

satd.

IN 1930 ALONE, HIRT responded to flve incldents.
In August, for example, the team went ta Canton
o, where were dlsposed of
In a stream. Two days later they went to Northville
Township, where a toxfe and corroslve material was
found In an abandoned bullding. In December, they re-
sponded to the runway crash of two passenger jets at
Detrolt Metropolitan Alrport.

But these fireflghters aren’t walklng blindly and un-
informed Into a situation. There's plenty of tralning
and studylng behind them. By December, the whole
team s expected to be trained at the techniclan level,
which Is' the minlmum level of tralning the ‘state now
requires for those who respand to hazardous materials
emergencles, The. state Is constdering comblning the
technictan level with the next step, which s speciallst,

The topics covered In the team’s training includes
decontamination and proper use of cquipment. The
team In 1990 also had the apportunity to practice on
simulated hazardous spllls,

“It's hard to keep up,” sald Kurzeja, who In fire de-
_partment clrcles Is considered knowledgeable aboul
hazardous materials.

Even since HIRT formed In 1988-89, laws have
changed. Troinlng is a constant, as Is siudying and
keeplng abreast of the laws and regulations gnvcmlng
hazardous and toxic materials.

In June, Farmington Hllls hosted the monthly traln-
ing. Beglnnlng thls month, the group wlll traln (wice a
month through December, Kurzeja sald,
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Canton Township firelighter Paul Paviof! re-
pairs a water leak during the monihly training
for the Western Wayne Counly anurduus In-
cident Haaponle Team.

AT THE LATEST tralning sesslon, HIRT members
practiced (he use of chlorine kits, Chlorine, Kurzefa
1 Hills- for-the— - 3ald, comes in a variety of contalners, {rom cylinders
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