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Sean Franke,
-20, of Redford
is “right at |
home  in. the
cockpit_of his
fiberglass sall-
plane, often
competing
against people
twice his age
in the sport of
soaring. .
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’l'lIl" AIR, 0 lnudsnnp

should nhml dire panjcand
“ ufew peayera, The content

look en pilot Sean Franke's

fac nhuugb revenls he's ulrudy in

“'The lnu(l noise in !he disconneetion of

THE BLOND-HAIRED Michigan
State University junlor smiling behind =
the aviator aunglnsses looks like he
should be musl.ummdlnr Romne
fraleraity prank, not rmvuuumf un
engine:less ernlt across the horizon.

Sometimes, it takes convincing. Last-
year, Franke traveled 240 miles while
renching heights of 13,600 fect at the
Sporta Club Nationnls in Texas.,

“When I camne in, they said “Yon

when he was o year old; took his first
flying Jesson nt 13 and solocd on his
14th birthday, * .

“In n way, it wes kind ofcxpccll:d w:th
grandfather ind my dad both being
pilats,” Franke zaid. *Eventually I fell
in lave with the spart.”

In one sense, it's an unrequited love.
Souaring; receives very little medin
coverage and fow people are awarce of

* the sport,

fast

S of the

W|nd

With the help of andther pifot, Franke adjusts one 'of the wings on his

lnnd and Inkes can absorb tho sun's .
heat fnstead of deflecting the nir
upwinird, As n result, heights of 5,000
fuet in the state are idered a good.

"instruments.

. lnllpllno thal has been passed on Ihrough lhru gonemllonl of his family.

cebl
and'the

and rate of descent. A home
battery powers both the nul
wing..

Hand d controls.uperat

-— —-the tow Hoe-from Fronke's 7
ilplanc to an engine-driven
aireralt, which serven ns pn umbilical
card of sur1s as byth climb into a vast
blue sky.
Almost begradgzingly, the line exists.
* The rape symbolizes the coulrusl of an
individ ¢ the
with the engine plane while the
sailplane allows 2 persan.1o Do one with
natare.
.- For onte severed, the Redford resient
© will navigute his craft without the
mechnnical nieans of a'propeller or fuel.
Franke's light is a rendeavous with
the atmasphere where risinig heat from
unel, known ag thermaly, provide
an spiral staircase of clevation, Some
have soared as high ns 47,000 reql \mm[,
the earth’ :l.nrhﬂs
“You know,” ;
preparing ﬂu ather one nfhm more
than 350 Aights, “it stil) amaoz
whit you can do in o sail plane.”
Framke's statemint sceins like o
«eontradictian when compared Lo the

busines usual way he goes shuat
the spont.
EHe's a National Junior Chaioplan in

soaring eiveles nnd bas alveady win four
vontests and holds three state vecovds.
ONen, Franke finds himsell competing
apainst people twice his agge,

decided W quitimd coma back 1o the
wirport, hu! Franke recalls.*1 anid,
“Nao, I finished thet course.! !Theyall -

* stapped talking.”

Tatk recently has centered on the
Jdunior Burepean Soaring
Championships June 22, in Sweden,
Frunke was one of two Americans to
compete in the event, which iy for
prople 25 years and younger.

This would serve ns & mighty dose of
egro for any 20-year-uld, Franke rattles

faclly as a librarian checl

Part of the renson is Franko comes
from a line of soari ? competitars. His
father, Munfred, is an avid participant
in the sport as well oa his grandfuther,
Herburt,

HIS WHITE
15 meter wing
family for 12 ye

S;‘\ILPI.ANH witha
an has been in the
ing i in bis

bloud.
After World War §1, the ase of enggine-
posvered aireradt was restricted in

m Je Tike Fronke’s
\(Ir.llhu, Herbert, y rd for flight
'||\l] wrned 1o gliding instend. .
Aler Fmigratisg with his son,
Manfred, to the United States in the
Tate 19505 ke teadition continued. S

. Feanke received his first sail-plane ride

According te Mark Kennedy, editor of

Boaring mapnzine, there arg 24,000
soaring enthuginsts-in thgkountry:
Suilplanes can run anyyhere from

$4,500 for ones desi forh

day, although the drought in the

.'fummer of 1988 increased altitudes.
Another key figure in soaring is the

lift-over-drag ratio of the plane. For

ta $75,000 for high performance ones
engincered for competitions.

The sport ia safe. In 1990, there were
only faur deaths resulting from soaring,

THE NUMBER of fatalitics is
relntively smnll, considering it's o sport
that involves flying engine-lesa cralt at
high altitades. Most pilots wear
parachutes as o precaution, .

Soaring can be very intense. The gnme
doesn™t pit pilot versus pilot as much as
mlol against the nlclmm:. Spht-umnd

isions cnn mean the d
between winning ar basing.

Pilots compete on o conrse, sometimes
stretehed out over hundreda of miles,
‘They must pholograph certnin points
along the conrse to verify completing

Once nirborne, the frustruting part caiy
be fi [‘ndmr the thermal. Hard lerrain in
searing tumpe 5 provide iden]
conditions for ri ir. In
mountainung regions, wind defecting
ofl the side of the hill .llw provides an
uplill uf uir,

In Michigan, finding cither js Yk
lovking for yuartess on Skid Row.' 1

Sean Franke
{above) ad-
lusts his para-
chute in prepa-

“ration for a
tlight In - his
sallplane. The
Franke planc
(right) hovers
3,000 feot over
tonia as the pi-
lot searches
for the ever .
elusive ther-
mal that will
send his craft
soaring Into
the blue skies.

Always cur-
.tious and help-
ful, Franke
tows another
sailplane back
after landing at
ionla Airport.

le, 0 plane that is 1,000 feet in
the nir has 40,000 feet bofore it has to
Jand. .

A SAILPLANE with a 40-t0-1 ratio
is considered a high-perfonnnnce cralt,
Most planes range bclwcun 28-t0-1 and
35-to-1,

Then there arc dnys when the anly hot

" air around is the pilot’s exasperated
breath.

“One time I couldn’t find a liR,” said
Franke, r('c.\llinr one flight to the
Thumb area. “Thirty-five miles Jater 1
tanded in a farmier's field. It jus
ll.\ppmed his daughter was having a -
. wraduntion party, so they invited me in
for some foud.”

When u gailplane pilat finds a thermal,

Be's in his element. Rising nircan lit o
plane 1,300 ta 1,600 feet per minnte in

hot cliy such as Texas. An engine .
pline avernges 500 feet & misute.

1he sense of

snent. Onee airborne, a

e pitat docsn't depond on

muchanical means, His Mght is his own.

- [nside the gliss hubble of the cockpit
e few gaages to measuri allitnde

*There are

_and tail aps, Franke examines . .

everything before taking o \uulor wp for
aride,

IN THE SKIES over lonia, the
sercnity of the moment is interrupted
by the whir of the eagine plane that
fows the two-acater craft. Once reaching
heights of 3,000 feet, Franke
disconneets the line,

Asif an aet of defiance, the sailplane
turns away fram the power plane and
cuts its own yet-to-be determined
course,

Except for o few sudden dips, the ride
is smnoth. A whistle of wind against the
Plexiglas bubble offers the anly sound.

Franke remains quict, Tacusing
iristead on finding the ever-clusive
thermal. A elear blue sky offers no réd
carpet te the stairwell on this day.

Sluwly Franke maneuvers the craft
eluser o the ground. The plane lands
smoathly, slinost effortiessly on the
gross,

siderable amount of
engine pilsls who, if their engtine
they wouldi't be seady to handle
said Franke, who is licensed
engine pifut, “You always have Lo
consider the possibility ol idiag ol
fiedd in tplane
In caxming thoagh, you

Franke’s flight is-a rendezvous with
the atmosphere where rising heat from
the ground, known as thermals,

N prouzde a spiral staircase of elevation.




