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Tim Sheehy, a Fn?mlnglcn resident dressed as a Union soldier,
cooks up his breaklast at the Clvil War encampment at Heri-

By Susan Buck .
staff writer

OHN RUBERTS, re-cnacting
the Civll War as a member
of the 7th Michigan Volun-
teer Infantry Company B.

" Ine, demonstrated the use of

anestheslology during the Civil
War era

He pulled out rudimentary, mub-—
tiuse medical nstruments and
knfves fromi his blick case during «
medicut demonstration at Heritage
Park tast-weekend as he prepared
. to “uperate.” .

The encampment, spmmred by
Nationat Bank of Detroit, kicked
oft the annuai_Farmington Foun.
ders  Festival  which  continves
through the end of this week.

Farmington gave 37 voluntecrs
1o the Clvil War. Some 23 of these
volunteers never came back, Many
enlisted at the Botstord Inn

Alter a lurge battle, ene surgeon
often cared for 500 10 1,000 men.
. “Sorting ol the wounded,” as
Roberts called it. set some quick
medical priorities régarding which
soldiers were treated first and
which were literally placed (o the
side todic

I the anesthesiologist was husy,
the surgeon beckoned whoever was
nearest to his side o observe, Rob-
cris said.

CHLOROFORM OR ether was
placed on a ¢loth about a half inch
from the patient's face

“The anesthesiologist would Jook
at the constriction of the eyes and

School iar't
out at the Civil
War encamp-
ment. Young-
sters  (from
left) Amy May,
8, of Port
Huron, and Ka-
ile Everefl, 5,
of Lansing, do
thelr lessons
during a mock
school ses-
alon.

feel the pulse,” Roberts said, as he
demonstrated 1he method used to
delermine how many drops of
cther to use. “He'd say Lo his assist-
ant, "New you've had your lesson:
Gotoit.”

Many Civil War surgcons were
not licensed to practice medicine
and were educated In a “learn as
¥ou go fashion.”

With a small group gathered
round, Roberts produced the con.
1ents of his doctor’s satchel. Among
the jtems it held were: poppy tea
{ur pain. a scalpel/ink scrapes used
for slow cuts and to puncture
abscesses or give small pox vaccl-
nattons, ginger for tonle and bisul

" fite of “mercury’ for stomach dis-

tress. ,
“Every recruit had to have a
simallpex  vaccination,” Roberts
sud.

Enemas, consisting of a quart of
water every hour, were adminis-
tered by a four foot stretch of hose

" and a funnel, Raberts sald.

Saturday’s skirmish between the
Confederate and Union armies
drew both interested spectators as
well as those with a hunger to tearn
more about the Civil War as a hob-
b;

Y

“Twenty live percent of the 3ol
diess died from liness, not casual.
1y,” Lt. Mike Garr of the Farming-
ton Hills fire department sald, as
he watched the mock battle,

"“They dled frum germs and cho-
lera. Sanitary habits were not pro-
gressed.” Garr said

Rlta Waren, 12, of Wyandotte,
is dressed in a costume of
the ‘period to participate in
the Clvit War activities,

ROUBERTS, WHO resides
Jonesvilte, Mich., gave credence to
that staternent when asked how of-
ten  surgical  ustruments  were
cleaned .

‘Every. fifth patient pag then:
cleaned,” Juiies sain. “Watet ftom
the Jucal ereck was fine enough

Although Lt. Garr i3 not u re
enacler, he is a _member of the .
Michigan Regimental Roundtable,
& group dedicated to studying the
Civil War and meets the last Mun-
day of every month at the Furm-
ington Cotpnmnunity Libraiy on 12

Sdunck,

Candy
dressed as a Union
soldier, provides

‘[~some music at the: |-
Civil War nncamp-
ment.

Milie Road n Farmington Hills

The group truvels to both xnown
and obscure historic sites of the
Civlt War. “So many things are In
prople’s backyards,” Garr suid. .

And, while Southern homeowners
may object 10 large groups of tour--
ists traipsing across their property,
they are mere wilhng to allew
groups ilke the Roundtasble to come
b and caten a glitnpse Garr smd.

Firetighters were among the -
hest 1o step forward as soldiers in ¢
e Civa War - Garr saig "They |
wete called Zodases. It way the
#ar that divided a bation a0 pitt- -
d brutfies agatinG oruthet -

The greal 1 the Confed-
Telat€ Nide Wi sy G said
“The union soldler aas able to be
outfitted . There was pu #nd w the
money Abraham Luwoln saw to
that

Fhe battle at Gettysburg was |
tought after Confederate soldiers,
Grawn W ihe lovaliul brcduse they @
heard there were shins went upt
against Unions soldiers i said

This yrar's etcatpient tocuse
on a0 wikiowh suldie who (se
wounded 1n dattle and liate. ok tn !
une hanas o1 @ Uniun Ay sur-
geuli He was CUIBECH:Ley and bur
166 1t a Civib War aabstacy funeral

Although the Civil War unded
more than 125 years agv, its legacy
lives on through folklore and leg.
ends which are kept alive by the
7th Michigan Yolunteer Infantry,
Company B Inc. « awn-profit Civi
Wil ie-enactiient ¥ gamzatlon.

i

Cotton to

By Casey Hans

mannee and for condinued commu-

staff writer

Two-term trustee and retired ath.
letle director Jack Cotton took the
reins of the Farmington schoo) board
Monday for his second one-yeas
term as that body's president.

Cotton replaces outgoing president.
Susan Rennels, whom he praised for
handling “thls mine ficld you've
walked through in this past year”
which included staff layolfs, budget
cutbacks and a {ailed millage effort.

"All thls Just doesn't happen.” he
sald. “it’s been a yeat of great Jead-
ershlip.

“We've had a (ot ot peaks and val-
leys,” he added.

Elected vice president for ihe
1991-92 school year was longtine
board treasurer Jack luch. putting
him in llne tor the next president's
slot If traditions are folluwed. Cath
teen Webb was re-elected board see-
retary and Helen Ditzhazy will scrve
as the new treasurer,

In her outgelng comments, Ken
nels called for a push tw bring infor-
Jmatlon to the public In a “timely

nity Involvement, “} has been a dif-
ficult year," she sald. “Our years
have been piling up that way.
Change has become the aury m. rather
than the difference

BOTH RENNELS ana  Cotton
mansed  supetintendent  Michael
Flaagan luv his eapertise and lead-
ership

Also during Munduy's theeting,
Cotten brushed off cniticism from
board watcher Lorne Leon, who
reinterated his concern with the
school district continuing the con-
tract of Kingsley Cotion, Juck Cut
ton's son, as school attueney

“1t bas the appearance of contlict
of interest and nepottsi - Lewh sald

Leon alse suggested Lhe buard
should consider pulling the altor-
ney's payment out of the treaswier's
1eport as a line e 50 Coutton could
effectively vote

“l understand what you're say-
ing."” Cutton said "1 don't dgree with
a word you've said’ Cottoa abs.
taned, as he has 10 past years, on the
vole in approve the legal contraet,
and said he would consider not vot-

Jack Cotton

g 9N treasurer’s peports which con
Lall) pay noLs tu the attorney

In auditivn v Kingaley Cotton's
appuititinent, the boatd alw  ap-
proved a contract with the finn of
Hatdy, Lewis, Pollard and Page for
spectabty matters Flanagan sad he
nade the recommenditions because
the district had a “high Jevel of satis-
fuction” with vach finm’s perform.
ance.

"We used those firms long defore
Mr. Cotton was on the board.” he
added

Trustees ask for skateboarding ban

By Casey Hans
* staff writor

An Increase in possibly dangurous skateboarding and
“Rolterblading,” the new style of roller skatlng, has
prompted Farmington school trustees to request that
Farmington and Farmington Hills city councils ban
such actlvities on school property.

“Somebody s going le be seriously injured.” said
teustee Jack Inch “They're going 1o hit samebody and
there’s golng 10 be one deasd prrson

“This would be a preventatise ordinance

"Kids have gotten very good oo them  awluding
my ovn kids,” added superuiendent Michael Flanagan
referring to skateboards “They'te not used as they
were otiginally Intended.”

‘The schoo] board discussed the matter Monday, after
Farmington City Counctl members had tabled the issue
(n May to awalt word from the school board. The board
voted 5-0, with trustee Helen Ditzhazy abstainlng, te
ask the citles to take acilon. Ditzhazy sald she could not
vote for a request which included skateboarding. but
did not glve a reason why. Trustee James Abernethy
was absent.

‘THE ISSUE was first ralsed by Debbie Cornwell,

Area PTA Councll p and past pres-
ident of the Longacre Elemicntary PTA. where prob-
lems were noticed Cornwell told the clty she and other
parents had notlced a problem with older students us
ihg sehoni porches and cuibs as «kateboard jumps. and
were concernedt about the safety hazard

Other probiems have occurred at Farmington High
School, schoo) officials sald.

Don Cowan, director of hulldlng and student services

tur the districy, said theré 1 @130 a coneern with Roller-
Blades, skates With sollers 1 one tow. especially as
they are useg on the tennty courts and athletie tricks
“They can cause great datnuge,” be sad

The school district ts requesting a ban on skateboard-
Ing. Rollerblading and also roller skis, artificlal snow
3kis which are used off-season. “It doesn’t limit the cit-
ies trom going farther, if they want to,” added trustee
Susan Rennels

THUSTEE HELEN Prutow voieed coucern that af
e acvities were Bantie chaldien would Rave few
plaves w play 1t we dlwek off schoal propeety o
skateboards and Rollerbludes that leaves the street
doust Lit?  she sad

Resident and parent Joe Syoke wondered "where do
you draw the line, and what do you prohibit” I don't
really want them (school properties) torn up, but Idon’t
want them (skateboards, Rollerblades) in the streets
either.”

Farmington city officials have sald they are witling
to cunsider a change in the law, but on private praper-
ty.-such as school grounds, they must have permission
to enforce the law

A suggested ordinance has already been drafted to
prohibit skateboarding and roller skating (n the city's
central business district and on any other city or pri-
vate properties open to the public without written per-
mission The dratt would allaw skateboarding and

oilet skaling Of stdewalks i residential distnicts, but
TOit b thos srig U SR ems L Lake care and
caution

Ihe propusat valls (0 impaunding of Whe skateboar d
or roller skates pending proseculien as a standard mis-
demeanor.
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