Youth

RE YOUNG SOCCER players
getting toe much Loo soon?
The lssue Is ralsed nearly

every day, as soceer infor-
matlon streams across my desk dal-
I

y.

The stack of papers on my desk
ranges anywhere from the dreaded
soccer  ryout
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soccer programs under scrutiny -
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(in
which clubs engage in {lerce compe-
tition), to the under-10 teams who
have recently returned from a three-
day tourney In Kentucky, to the un.
der-14crs who have just spent two
wecks touring Scotland, to the Olym.
ple Development players who can
brag to their frlends about their trlps
to Dallas and Toronto,

These, of course, are fictitlous sto-
ries, but nat far from the truth. The
more you win, the more places you
go, the more recognitlon you get.

And with the recently completed
Wolverine 12 Taurnament, onc of the
largest age-group soccer tourna.
ments In the Midwest, 1 wonder (f
it's time to take a deep breath, pause
and discuss where the sport Is head-
ed {in preparation {or our hosting the
1994 World Cup).

Recently appointed U.S, National
Coach Bora Mtlutinovic made an in-
teresting comment to Clive Gam-
mon of Sports Illustrated {in the July
1 Issue) that hit home.

“There's a huge difference be-
tween real {earmimg — loving and
becoming purt of the yame — und
Sormat team training,” said the
46-year old couch. “My boys have
missed out on that learning and
love, too. Everywhere else in the
world, until maybe you are 10, you
play enly for cnjoyment with
other kids. Even right up to 15 you
polish_individual skills on your
own. Only then does team coach-
ing come intu it “

WHEN WAS THE last ume you
saw 4 group of kids go down to the
neighborhood schoelyard and play a
pickup game?

If anybody knows, let me know so
Ican cover it

A XId can’t make it in today's com-
petltive age.group soccer world
without sparkling new unjforms and
{ancy bags. You're not a soccer play-
er unless you trave] to out-of-town
tourneys and stay at the Hilton And
a young, aspiring soccer player can-
not exist withuut being enrolled in a
summer camp or going indoors 1

the winter.

But the biggest prercquisite to be-
coming a good player is having a
parent willing to either coach, drive
you around or chaperone you.

Former US. Natlonal Team cap-
tain Rick Davis, in town recently to
conduct the Chlquita Challenge,
soccer’s version of Punt, Pass &
Kick, sat down with me for nearly
1% hours (o discuss this subject
{ironically, at the Novi Hllton).

Conslder the 32-year-old Davis an
autharity on the sport.

He played alongside Pele and
Franz Beckenbauer when he was
with the New York Cosmos. He's
played professicnally indoors and is
a member of the U.S, Soccer Federa-
tion's Board of Dircctors.

DAVIS resides in Federal Way,
Wash,, with his wife, Kelly, and thelr
four children (two boys and two
girls).

My question was simply: Are we

on the right track?

“What Bora sald is very true,”
Davis sald. “My upbringing was dif:
ferent than most. In 1966 people
looked at me as a freak because I
played soccer, but I was really an
active kid. I did everything in sports
that was outdoors. Soccer was just
another sport. The only thing we had
to contend with in southern Callfar-
nia was the rain.*

Duvis grew wp in Claremont,
Calif,, a suburb of Los Angeles,
where he lettered in seven sports In
high school. He was voted All-State
in {ootball and soccer, as well as ex-
cclling In bascball, track and tennis.

“Unfortunately today, a kid's first
exposure to soccer Is their father,
their mother or thelr father's
frlend,” Davis said. "The single most
significant area that we our lacking
in this country I8 coaching, number
one. The second thing is officiating,
which I don’t think Is really as im-
portant as far as coaching in terms
of growth, But it's still important.”

Davis' flrst three coaches as a
youth were foreigners.

"1 was exposed to knowledgeable
coaching and 1 was Jucky In the re-
speet,” Davis said. “My first coach
was a gentleman from England, and
he had the game la his blood. My sec-
ond coach was (rom Germany, and
he was famillar with It, and under-
stood 1t. My third coach was from
Italy. I was able to tuke things from
all three,

“MY FIRST REAL Ameri -
born) coach, and [ don’t mear, *. L
a dcmgatr),xnsc canie 1 slleg

(Santa.Clara Unlversity)
Divis said the key to »- s coach-
Ing Is “knowledge i undulsiand

ng."”

“It obvlously nelps 1t you've
played,” he sald. “But just because
you don't ylay “doesn't miean you
can’t coach.”

Davis spends time at home cvach-
tng his 7-yea -old sun Ryun Christo-
pher.

"It's a very reluxed atmwsphetc
I'd be a different kind ot coachaf [
Wwas - ming a national tewm or a
callege, uc aaid light pe i Bob-
by Knight-type, 1 don't know. 1 viria-
ally have no couching eaperience

“But what | sce right now 1y that
we don't teach fundamentals. The
bottom line is that the basies are for-
golten. That's why I got involved
with the Chiquita Challenge. It
teaches basic skills and it forces kids
to learn. Soccer has never had things
like that. It's also creating aware-
ness for the spart.”

Davis said 1here has 1o be a “hap-
py ground” In terms of being devot-
ed to the game.

“F don't profess that a kid has to
be playing soccer year-round,” he
said. "Seven to nine munths a year is
plenty, but that's onty if they'Te get-
ting good, quality instruction. Maybe
practice twice a week, but on my

‘own with my friends five or six

times per week,

"SOMETIMES IT requires travel,
but the main thing is 1o play more
regularly. Right now the high schoo!
scason’ is nol cnough. Only 33z
months Is too short a season, and col-
leges have the same problem.”

Can proficient players, considered
for maljonal teams, stay sharp in
their own environments? .

“I often see that problems exist
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when players go away to the Nation-
al Team and then come back," Davis
sald. “The level is not good cnough,
but they stlll have to be challenged
and pushed. They need some kind of
stimutation, nut on all-star teams,
but on teams of equal challenge.”

Patieace is the biggest key, ac-
cording 1o Davis.

“We want everything rlght now,
and it's not going to happen,” hc
said. "It takes time for

he sald, “There haven't been any
chnngcs for 150 years, It’s become

velopment.”

Ite also said that FIFA, the world
guverning body for soccer, musi
make some subtle changes in the
rules "or the game will die.”

"“The game is crying for change,”

-~ . too. The A ! polnl of
view, of course, is more drastic.”
Obvlously, Davis would lke to sce
subtle changes in our youth soccer
system.
My views are more drastic,
T want it to happen right now,
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