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Couple finds travel
in Romania easy E

“It was hard to belleve that we were in
Romanla once again.”

That was Jobn Schroth of Redford, who
spent three weeks thls summer travellng
through eastern Europe with his wife Mary.
Mary's family comes from Hungary, John's
family comes from Romania. They traveled to
both countries two years ago, before the wall
came down in Berlln and things began to
change in eastern Eurepe.

The -State Department has issued a travel
advisory about Romanla, which means that
they don't recommend travel there, but
Schroth didn't know about that until after he
got home. It probably wouldn't have stopped
him anyway.

“When we went to Romania in 1989, before
the revelutlon, we had a hard tUme getting In,”
he said. “ The border guards searched every-
thing. We had to take everything out of the car.
They even made us open the hood. It was the
same way golng out.

“But this time, in 1991, we had no pmhlcm
at the border of Romanta, T pald $63 for a visa
for my wlic and myself. The border guard
gave me a small form to be fllled out, lnd l.hnt
was that.

“If you drive Into Romania as we d.ld, yw
must buy coupons at the tourist office to pur-
chase gas. Usually there are about 20 or more
cars in line for gas, but foreigners are allowed
to go zhead of the llne, i

“We visited my cousin In a small town
called Deta, and had a very good time. They
scem to have everythlng bux on a malier
scale.””

Tlove to hear storles like {
who travel. Gov:rnmemx

t about ruden
pnb]lc relations

we need to yhn u'ips. but (here is nothing Like
a personal expérience to make lha& lnlarmn-
Uon real.

It you have a brief experience to sham with

. s, in or out of the counl.ry, send it to me at

22000 Sulte 206C,

Hills 48336. Feel free to include one color
print of yourself in a travel sefting, as long as
1t docs not need to be returncd.

‘THE MIDWEST Is more likely to bé on’ your

calendar this month. If 30, hero are some’of
the events that may brighten your summer;
- ® Nautieal festival — The. Rogers City °
Nautical Festlval has been chosen by the state
for ts special list of festivals celebratng the
Great Lakes this summer, lt will be July 31
through Aug. 4.

They are advtru.ilng it as a real homecom-
ing, Lake Huron style. There will be brass
bands, polka misle, etholc foods, a kiddie car-
nival, a children’s parade, fishing and softball
tournaments, grand priz blke racc,, 10K e
and fireworks. -

Rogers City, in the northeast Lower Penln
sula 255 mlles from Detroit, is known for ity
beaches, boating facilities, fishing and for the
world's largest llmestone quarry. Offshore
shipwrecks are accesslble to scuba divers.

The twin 7-foot Ocqueoe Falls cascade over
fossillzed coral limestane Into natural wading
pools 12 miles west of town.

® Michigan Festival — You can now buy a
$12 admisslon button for the fun and games
scheduled for the fifth annual Michigan Festl-
val in East Lansing Aug. 9-18, The buiton,
which saves on the gate chargo of $14, wlll buy
you four weekend days of musle, dance and

. folklife activities as well as general admisslon

to 10 evening concerts.

Outdoor concerts on the Oldsmoblle Maln
Stage Include Bonnie Raltt and Chris lzaak
Aug. 9; country singer Reba McEntire Aug.10;

- folk musicians Leo Kottke and Don McLean

Aug. 11;.Michigan Chenille Sisters Aug. 12;
Jazz gultatist Eatl Klugh and guest Tim Cunn. +
ingham Aug.13.

Detrolt’s Jazz singer Norma Jean Bell is on

" stage Aug 10 the Latino rock quariet Los Lo-

bos Aug. 15; rock performer Robert Palmer

Aug. 16; Momwns Splnners Aug. 17 and two
soft rock bands = Air Supply and Little River
Band — Aug. 18.

You can buy the buttonwat Kroger stores or
AAA Michigan branches or telephone (517)
351-6620 for more information.:

John Schroth of Redford, center, with

his wife Mary, iraveled to Romania this
summer where they visited his cousin
Johann,

Top lett, duck
master Keith Lauby
and one of his
charges at the
fountaln in the

" lobby of the
Peabody Oriando.
Below, the 27-floor
Peabody Orlando
was opened in

-~ 1888, Ducks from
the Peabody
Memphis were
brought to Iho new
hotel.

‘Here they come’
Fanfare greets Peabody ducks
‘on their daily trek to fountain

. special writer

By Iris 8anderson Jones

ORLANDO, FLA. — The hum of volces gets

" louder as the mement arrives. They'll be here

300m, stepping ogt of the elevator, following
7 the wn:l‘ carpet L:&m ‘glare of
g1

comin

*“They’re supposed to be here at 11."

Suddenly the musle starts, the “King Cotton
March." Heads turn. Voices drop to a whisper.
“Here they come!™
The clue was the sound of the elevator door
opening, where the carpet disappears around
the corner.

AND JIERE they come, one by one, the teal-
“feathered drake in the lead, the four mallard
hens behind, five nmmrd:lnsdmthcred
- carpet ‘between rows of admlrlng hn:, with
duck master Keith Lauby right behin

He didn't learn that at King’ s T.lllnd or Sea
World of Ohio.

‘The Peabody ducks march down the red car-
pet to the fountain In the lobby of the Peabody
Hotel cvery morning exactly at 11 a.m., spend
thelr day in the elegant lobby tounlnin and
march back down the carpet to the clevator

every evening at exactly 5 p.m., so that they
can spend the night ln their $100,000 Royal
Duck Palace beside the tennls courts on the

fourth floor,

The moarch of Lhe Peabody ducks began In
Memphls in the 1930s, when hunters typleatly
used_live ducks as decoys, known as “call
ducks’*-The- ! manager of what Is now
the Peabody Memphis came home from a
hunting trip one day and put his call ducks tn -
the lobby fountain as a prank. R

The guests loved the joke. In 1940 the Pea- =
body Memphis hired former Ringling Brothers
animal handler Edward Pembroke to formal- -
lze the duck march. He is 82 now and Is still
the duck master In Memphls.

WHEN THE 27-floor Peabody Orlando was
opened in 1986, five of the Memphis ducks
came with the stall — * we must preserve the
Peabody breed” — and started their own
lineage.

Enter Keith Lauby, ralsed in Cleveland,
graduated from Ohlo State with a bachelor's
degree in wildlife blology, veteran of the wild
animal habitat at King’s Island and antmal
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Ijining at Billingsgate — like being a guest at an estate

By Phyllis Kreger Stiliman
spoclal writor

A weekend In the country. Frazzled by the
heetic pace of everyday life, getting away for
a day or two of rest and relaxatlon appeals to
many of us. But we don't know where to go,
and we don’t have the time to plan our escape.

Raymond and Cynthla Holland, who own
Billlngsgate, a fabulous restaurani In rural
Horton about 15 miles southwest of Jackson,
have heard this before. They have put togeth-
er an overnight package with local bed and
breakfasts so people can experlence a relax-
ing getaway, and dinner at Blllingsgate, with-
out having to Increase thelr stress level to
plan the telp.

Billingsgate — the name conjures up the
Image of a wealthy family's estate, set back
In the woods, surrounded by a high, wrought-
iron fence. The restaurant resembles that es-
tate and dinlng there is like belng Invited by
the family (whe happen to have a wonderful
chel) as guests for dinner.

There Is a reason why patrens feel lke
guests. “This Is a passlon that both Ray and T
have. We've put a lot of tave into this place,
and we want (o see people enjoy it,” said Cyn-
thia Giles Holland, who was born and ralsed
In Dearborn.

BILLINGSGATE 1S housed in what used to
be a church, Stalned glass windows daminate
bath ends of the dining room. The (urnishings

restaurant

Photo by MIKE MARLOW

tate and dining there is like baing invit-

an
ed by the family (who happen to have a wonderful chef) as guests for dinner.

are mestly antiques, but not just any antiques.
‘They are the Hollands® own collection, as well
as antiques inherited from their grand-
parents.

You seldom walt for a table. As a general
rule, cach table Is reserved for only one party
per cvening. “It’s all part of our philesophy of
a speclal evening. It's the kind of place where
you can relax and forget the world," said Ray
Holland, who has lived in several southeast.
ern Michlgan communitles inctuding Canton
and Mllford.

‘The menu, which changes every month, is
somewhat eclectic. “We wanted to give peo-
ple a mix between classic French and com.
fort food,” sald Cynthia, who is head chef,

Dinner is five courses, with a set price of
$25 per person, plus tax and 15 percent gratu-
ity. It was quite a dinner. A choice of three
appetlzers: country pate, mushrooms burgun-
dy or cream of vegetable soup. A house salad
or a Cacsar salad. A choice of three entrees:
beef Wellington, amaretto shrimp or chicken
breast in phyllo.

And three desserts: 4 merlngue shell-filled
with ice cream, cheesecake, or a densely
chocolate ereation called “chocolate suiclde™
which was so good we declded It should be
catled “chocolate_rcason to live.” The meal
ended with a specially blended bazelnut cof-
foe which is good enough all by ltself to en-
sure a return visit.

EVERYTHING WAS beautifully presented
and perfectly prepared, with staff continulng
to make diners, like Shirley Geggle of Troy,
feel like speclal guests. “Very personal ser-
vice, I asked them to make a variation on the
dessert, and they did. 1 was also Impressed
that the chef came out to talk with us.” sald
Geggle.

T was also very impressed with the service.
On one of my visits to Blllingsgate I ran out of
gas and had to coast into a parking space. 1
told the staff about my problem, and some—
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Billingsgate is housed in '
what used to be a church. |
Stained glass windows °
dominate both ends of the
dining room.




