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‘Alligators

By Larry O’Connor
stalf writer

A resplratory _therapist who
smokes, a blues aficlonado with
more than 1,000 records and a guy
whose taking a poll n his back
yard on whether they ever had
chicken pox.

Meet the Alligators, a rollicking
uptown blues outfit whe doesn't be-
lieve in restricting a good tme
feeling to the stage.

"Did I tedl you Ric Flair quit the
N.W.A.2," says lead gultarist Gar-
rett Kazanowskl, the respiratory
therapist who Is puffing on a Marl.
boro Light.

Band mates vocalist Dave
Krammer of Redford and harmoni-
ca player Wailin® Dale collectively
roll their cyes at their guitarist’s
apparent second passion — profes.
sional wrestling. But the Alligators
are grappling with bigger beasts.

‘The five-man band is set to take
down the notlon that says the blues
must always be a low-down, gut-
wrenching expresslon of pain and
sorrow, The Alllgators swing.

They alsa have some history be-
hind them. Band mcmbers

Gar
Dava Krammer of Redlcrd harmonicn playor w:.ﬂlln Dale,

calist

Sssms THE 8nnw

| Who:
The Alligators and tho Dalrait
Blues Band

When

| Fnday July 19

 Where:

+ Chono Park Music Theatar,

» Chono and Atwatar, Dotrait

' Call 393-0066

Krammer and Dale witnessed the
lean years of playing the blues In

. Detroit, starting out together 11

years ago in an outfit called
Hound's Tooth Jones.

Four years later, the duo were
the founding members of The Alll
gators. Initially, the group was
styled in a rock-blues motif to coin-
cide with the emergence of simllar
rock-blues artists such as Stevie
Ray Vaughan and The Thunder-
birds.

AFTER 12 MONTHS into the ex-
periment, the Alligators were disil-
lusioned to find everyone else
doing the same. Instead, the band

drummer Pele Berg of Farmington and bassist Robert “RD”
Jones give the blues band an uptown boogie bite.

’Gators bring swing to the swamp

changed gears to incorporate more
of a dance sound.

"The blues was a dance music in
the '20s and ‘30s,” says Dale, the
appolnted musical historian of the
band. "You sort of lose that when
you go into long, drawn-out solos."

Or as Kazanowski waxes philo-
sophically: “I get depressed at
work. I don't play my guitar to get
depressed.”

Citing the likes of Duke Robil-
liard (member of Roomful of
Blues) and T-Bone Walker as influ-
ences, a slithering up-tempo guitar
sound pours out of both Kaza-
nowskl’s 175 and his vintage dot-
neck 335 Glbson guitars,

Kazanowski is one of three for-
mer members of the Progressive
Blues Band in the AMigators.
Drummer Pete Berg of Farming-
ton and bassist Robert "RD” Jones
of St. Clair Shores also played in
the Detrolt area club favorite,

Kazanowski played rhythm gui-
tar in the Progressive Blues Band
for elght years, but he convinced
Krammer and Dale he could fi}}
the lead role when the vacancy
opened up a year ago.

- Krammer, whose daughter has the

TIE ALLIGATORS swing with a
reperiotre of originals spiked with
a series of obscure covers such as
an old New Orleans nugget like
“Flatfoot Sam™ or a raucous rendi-
tion of “The Big Maybelle Tune.”
Those numbers are culled from
Dale’s extensive archlves.

“Wailin® helps us stretch out by
bringing that stuff In” says

chicken pox, necessitating a meet-
ing In his back yard.

The band (ravels extensively
around Michigan and Ghio to be
heard.

Members say traveling to places
tike Teaverse City or Zainesville,
Ohio, provides for some fun rides,
especially when Kazanowskl starts
in with some lore from the pro mat
wars.

"One time, I met (wrestler) Lord
Athal Layton outside behind Cobo
Arena when I was a kid. I told him,
‘Watch out for that pail! Remem-
ber. The Sheik has that nail’ But he
got in the ring and then, wham, he
got hit with that nail. No, he
waulda't listen to me.”

But blues audiences are.

IN CONCERT

Songwriter bags gems with new release

By Larry O'Connor
statl wrlter

1In one year, Michael Elwood went
{rom being knce-deep in trash to the
tap of the heap.

Elwood spent hls first Kerrville
Folk Festlval in 1989 on garbage pa-
trol jn 1989. The annual cvent in
Kerrville, Texas, showcases the best
in folk music circles, drawing some
of best artists fram across the coun-

Those aspiring performers who
have yet to reach such exalted status
sometimes journey to Kerrviile on a
“trash scholarship,” merely content
to work on the festival cleanup crew
while performing around camplires

REVIEWS

.SEEING THE Show

'ho:
La Casa Folx Music Sarios
* When:
., Saturday. July 20, 8:30 p.m.
. Where:
i Birmingham Unttanan Church
1651 . V/oodward
Call 5:0-9031

at night. Michelle Shock did it, as

have a lot of singer-songwriters.
The idea is to get in free and enjoy

the music. Elwood found himself on

main stage at (he festival the next
year.

THIS 1S perhaps aftributable to
many things, but most notably a hed-
ty baich of well-crafted songs that
had been fermentlng for 12 years.
Only Elwood didn't choose to reveal
them until two years ago.

"I couldn't sit on them anymore.”
Elwood satd In a telephone interview
from Pallas with his musical part-
ner, Belh Galiger. Both perform Sat-
urday, July 20, at Birmingham Uni-
tarian Church.

“1 went through a lot of personal
changes. 1 went through a diverce

. I was definitely drawn nto it by
the response.™

ELWOOD'S WRITING style em-
braces simplicity, yet is ornate with
piercing inflections and syncopated
with scrupulous detail. He's not one
to wrap songs in vague metaphors,
rather letting stories tell them.
selves.

Each number’s atuthenticity is re-
layed in Elwood's vocals. He sings in
a direet, whispery narrative of a sto-
ryleder, underscoring impassioned
hones|

W

le these trademarks might be
Synonymous with many songwriters
from Austin, Texas, Elwood’s work
explores divergent styles of music.
His debut release, “'Scarecrow’s
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NEVER
LOVED ELVIS
— The Wonder
Stuff

The Wonder Stuff arc an English
band whose members lake pride in
not taking themselves oo scriously.
Don't worry, fellas, we won't either
after listening to this wn,aard c[—
fort.

Oh, The Wonder Stuff try to pull
1he wool over our eyes (or ears In
this case).

- They blast through their pop bab-
ble at breakneck speed in an attempt
1o Insert some sort of immediacy 1o
make thelr musical statements seem
profound. “Never Loved Elvis™?
Why not just name this “1 Hate
Peanut Butter"?

Certainly, The Wonder Stuff must
be admired for their humor. They
even go to such wisecracking lengths
of invitlng Mick Glossop, whose pre-
vlous production credits include Van
Morrison and the Waterboys, to mix
this bland stew.

. Also, former sideman Martin Bell
is made into a full-fledged member
so he can play fiddle, banjo, m:mdo-
1in and accordlon.

This so-called "“Celtic-shading”
turns out to be hilarious, especially
mixed with.the organ hcavy psy-
chedelic groove put forth by the
rest of the band_[t's kind of lixe the
Chicftans meet Stone Roses.

ACTUALLY, - ONE _suspects- The

. Wonder Stuff really had something

gning at anc time, but realizing ov-
erybody and their mother was cop-
ing the ‘70s-inspired Manchester
sound decided 1o change gears.

Also, part of the problem is Miles
Hunt’s vocals are so ordinary, lfe
{ries to work up the passion on such
numbers as “Mission Drive,” but the
soul is just not there, ald boy.

Some songs have the makings of
excellent pop numbers, but get
slogged down in the marsh of over
production

The end result has a band blithely
tearing through a batch of songs that
are going nowhere.

— Larry O'Cannor

THE WHEEZER
TRACKS
— The Grins

Remarkably, The Grins recorded
17 songs during a period of 11
months with only Guy Clark and
Paul Koppel manning drums, gui-
tars, bass and keyboards. The pro-
cess included initially recording on
eight-tracks and mixing the project
to a dightal iwo-track in their home
Studio.

This is the basis of “The Wheezer
Tracks,” a rather {anciful collection
of pop songs that are deleciable in
their most rudimentary form. Yet,
The Urins reveal far more In an
their endless siream of pop songs.
Despite the sell-imposed limitations,
{there’s only so much two guys can
do. you know), The Grins prove one
can go above and beyond with the
smallest of resources i the idea is
right.

The Grins know how to make pop
songs bore out in the fact that "The
Wheezer Tracks' (Mek Mok
Records, Box 610002, Port Huron
48061-0002) Is neither derivatlve ar
tedious despite numerous ofierings.
Each number Is simple, hook-ridden
“and expansive.

Guy Clark sounds a little like a
funior Elvis Costello, sometlmes
mulfled. But he's more than able to
invake a plea or a moan when the
emotive edge is called for like in the
brilliant song like"0ld & Rotten.”

Yet the guitar-playing Is one of the

WHE 'm.r‘?‘r

more endearing qualities of this

project. While sirident, Clark’s
strumming is certainly not one-di-
mensional as he handles a yeoman's
Toad of the guitar playing. On three
cuts, "If You Go On" “Wheezer 1"
and “Wheezer H." he plays all the
instruments. When Koppel joins the

{ray on-some of the numbers (he's -

co-written six songs here). the guilar
interplay enhances the effort with-
out being self-indulgent.

Inslrunicntal and vocal economy
are the focal points. So, too, is the
lyrical content of "The Whoezer
Tracks.” Not encs to mix metaphors,
Clark and Koppel usher this project
through with an endless batch of
rhymes.

And, of course, no pop offering ls
complete without a few numbers
about girls. Only in the doo-wop of
"Mary Lou,” do The Grins steer dan-
gerously close to throw-away Beach
Boy territary. Otherwise, heck, the
band scores points there.

After listening to “The Wheezer
Tracks,” ene only wonders what The
Grins could do wilk a full compli-
ment of musicians and a big studto.

_— Larry O'Connor

® PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM

Paradise Valley Jazz Jam will take
place Monday, July 15, at Alvin's, 8756
Cass, Detrojl. For informalion, call 832-
2355,

e V.M.

YM.1. will perform Monday, July 15,
at Rick's Cafe, §11 Church, Ana Arbor.
For informatlon, call $96-2747.

\ ® CHISEL BROS.

Cuilse} Brothers will perform Tuesday,
July 16, aL Alvia's, 5156 Cass, Detroit.
For informatlon, call 832-2355.

® STRANGE BEDFELLOWS

Sirange Bedicllows will perform
Wednesday, July 17, at the Blind Pig. 208
S. First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-2555,

@ TERAY FARMER AND THE
BEADBAND

Terry Farmer and the Beadband will
perform Wednesday, July 17, at Rick's
Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For infor-
matlon, cali 996-2747.

® BRUCE HORNSBY AND THE RANGE

Bruce Hornsby and the Range will per.
torm with guesl, Rosanne Cash, Wednes.
day, July 17, at Mcadow Brook Music
Festival in Rochester. For information,
<call 377-2010.

® GOD BULLIES

God Bullies will perform '“ednad.l
July 17, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Dclroll
For Informatlon, call 832-2355.

# SPIRAL DANCE

Spiral Dance will perform’ with guest,
Love Kings, Thursday. July 12, at 1D,
1815 N. Main, Royal Oak. For Informa-
tion, call 589-3344.

® THE GRINS

The Grins will perform with Angry
Youth and Skeleteens Thursday, July 18,
at Paycheck's Lounge, 2832 Canilf, at the
cornet of Jos. Campau, Hamtramek. For

" Information, call 872-8934.

® BIG DAVE AND THE ULTRASONICS

Hig Dave and the Ultrasonics will per-
form Thursday, July 18, at Rick’s Cafe,
611 Church, Ann Arbor, For information,
call 996-2747.

@ ASSEMDLY REQUIRED

Assembly Required will perform along
with Terry Farmer and the Bead Band on.
Thursday, July 18, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass,
Detroit. For informatior, call 832-2355.

® JONATHAN RICHMAN

Jonathan Richman will perform two
shows § p.m. and midnight Friday, July
19, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit. Tickets
are $11.50. For information, call 832
2355,

® FRANX ALLISON & THE ODD 80X ~

Frank Allison & the Odd Sox will per-
form Friday, July 19, at 1he Bund Pig,
208 5. First, Ann Arbar. For Information,
call 9963585

® PIT VIPE!

Pit Vipers will perform two shows Frl-
day, July 19, at Reisers Keyboard
Lounge, 1470 S. Wayne Road, south of
Palmer Road, Wesiland. For informa.
tion, )l 728-9330.

® BIG TOWN

Big Tawsn will perform Friday, July 19,
a1 Moby Dicis, 5452 Schaefer, north of
Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. For infor.
mation, call $31-3650.

® THE HANNIBALS

‘The Hannlbals wil! perform Friday,
July 19, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ana
Arbor. For information, cal] 996-2747.

® THE ALLIGATORS/DEYROIT BLUES
BAND

The Alligators and the Deteoit Blues
Band will perform Friday. July 19, at
Chene Park Music. Thealer, Chene and
Alwater, Detroit. For Information, call
193-0066.

® POLISH MUSLIME

Polish Muslims will perform with
guests, 17 Reasons Whay, Friday, July 19,
a1 Paycheck’s Lounge, 2932 Canitt, Ha
tramck. For nformation, cali 874-0254.

® J-DINVISIBLES

3-D lnvisibles will perform Friday,
July 19, at LII's 21, 2930 Jacob, off Jos
Campau, Hamtramck. Far Informatlon,
call 875-6555.

® PAUL YORNHAGEN QUARTET

Paul Vornhagen Quartet will perform
Friday and Saturday, July 19-20, at Bird
of Paradise, 207 S. Ashley, Ann Arbor,
For Information, call 662-8310.

® THE FANTABTICS

The Fantastics will petform Friday,
July 18, on the Boblo \!mnllghl Cn.use
The baat departs 11 p.m, and returns
am. For information, call 8430700 ur
843-8800.

® VUDUCHIL
Vudu Chili will petform with guests,

Sphitters, Friday, July 19, at the Ham-

tramck Pub, 2048 Caniff, off of 1.75.

® SUN MESSENGERS

Sun Messengers will perform Friday.
July 19. at Sully's, 4758 Greenficld, Dear-
born. For information, call 846-1920.

& REDFORD STEVE & THE DETROIT
SPECIAL

Redford Steve & the Detroit Special
will perform Friday, July 19, at the Attic
Bar, 11687 Jos Campau, Hamtramek. For
information, call 365-4194.

@ NEW FLUSH

_ New Flush will perform with guests,
Skin' Horse and Plasma Bat, Saturday,
July 20, at Paycheek’s Lounge, 2932 Can-
ift, off of Jos. Campau, Hamtramek. For
information, call 874-0254.

@ LEGENDARY PIKK DOTS

Legendary Pink Dots will perform Sat-
urday. July 20, a1 Saint Andrew's Hall
431 E Congress, Detroit. For tnformat
tion, call 981 MELT.

Palace at 377-0100.

Palace rh ythm

Rhythm Corps will perform 7 p.m. Friday, July 19, as part
of The Palace of Auburn Hills Summerfest, which takes
place Tuesday, July 16, through Sunday, July 21. Other
musical acts include 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 18, Commo-
dores; 8 p.m. Wednesday, July 17, REO Speedwagon; B
p.m. Thuraday, July 18, Mitch Ryder; 4:30 p.m. Friday, July
19, Archles Anniversary Tour, 3 p.m. Edpgar Winter, 9 p.m.
Legal Tender and 10 p.m. Winger; 10:30 and 12:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 20, Archies Anniversary Tour, 230 p.m. Gene
Watson, 4 p.m. Ronnic McDowell, 6:30 p.m. Marsha Thorn-
ton, 8 p.m. Jerry Reed and 9:30 p.m. Vince Gl and 2 p.m.
Sunday, July 21, Bellamy Brothers, 3 p.m. Kim Boyce, 4
p.m. Petra and 6 p.m. Air Supply. For information, call The

CUTTING -
EDGE

lere are 10 reicases in “power™ rota-
tion on “The Cutting Fdge.” which ls
heard daily on CIMX-FM 38,7,

1. "Electronic.” Electrole
2. Peggy Suicide,” Jutlan Cope
3 '<upmuuen Slouxate & Bansbees
4.7Out of Time,” REM.

5 “Biscults,” u-luCoh.r
6.

7

L]

. “Mighty Like a Rose,” Elvia Contello
“The La's," La's

| “Real Life,"” Simpic Minds

9. “Laughter and Lust,” Joe Jacksoa

10. “Life's Too Short,” Marshall Cren
shaw

Hete are the top-10 releases on the

“Detroil Music Scene,” which Is heard 4.5
p m. Sundays on WDTR-FM 90.9.

I "Armageddon.” Imitation of Life
2 “Radio Existence,” GTOY
3 “Wolves at My Docrs ™ (it Heroes

4. Live atthe Hamtramed inb ™ yar,

artists
$ “Inpocence Loet (1
6. “Dang Mr " Countey 1

armers

ToOMand Rt e,
8. “Serenity,” Tharsiy t oie
Welcome 10 the ¥ - |

Dave Rave

10. “Work Potsont the Min:’ o Genr



