4D{0} -

0&E Monday, July 15, 1881

STREET SENSE

Healthy image is |mportant

Dear Barbara, :

My four-year-old son stays ln a
private home while I work. The
careglver handed me a pleture of
my son standing Ln & pool in the back
yard, ocaked, laughing, dlsplaying

s alarmed that my son was
outdoors naked. Also, that the care-
giver deliberately bronght ont =
camera to take such a pictore,
32-year-old mather
Dear 32-ycar-old mother:

Your letter s very Interesting be-
couse it illustrates how different
people can view Lhe same scene and
have opposing reactlons ¢o it.

To Mustrate this point, I asked
two mathers of young children how
they would feel If the experlence had
happened to them. One responded
that she would be comfortable tak-
ing her own plctures of her children
naked, However, she s agalnst any-
one clse doing it because, she said,
“there are too many crazies out

.. there.” The other woman said she
would be uncomfortable because of
her mother-In-law's disapproval.

I cannot fully respond to your let-
ter as I would ke because you are
unclear as to who'the caregiver was,
Was it a teenage girl? Was It a rela-
tive? Was It someone against whom
you have hostlle feellngs?

The sentence that I llke shows that
your son was laughlng and-display-
ing himsett. I like this happy picture
because it is normal and natural for
his age group. He has not yet been
indoctrinated with shame, guilt and

criticlsms, such as what a budbvy he

“What If there was no evl) intent
but normal healthy youthful exuber-
ance?

You underline the word old three
times. Have you-forgotten what it
was like to be young and happy and
not have the fears of the world bear-
ing heavily down?

1 know that this last emphasis can
be subjected to outraged criticlsm
{rom my readers. If so, I apologlze.
It is based on my observations that
many adults lose thelr childhood
abillty to play, and to have fun, and
to that degree, dimlnish thelr mental
health.

The same mother who sald she
would be comfortable taking her
own pletures of her children naked
but would be susplcious of others
doing so has helped her children de-
velop healthy body images. The fam-
1ly has a poot In the back yard and,
at the age when It is appropriate for
each, the four children cavort In and
around it without clothes. 4

‘This mother hugs them and tickles
them and plays with thelr toes. She
enjoys the freedom they feel with
their bodles. Thus, they are develop-
ing good feellngs about their bodles.
Mental health includes a healthy
body Image.

When I read your letter, my flrst

thought was maybe they were just
having fun. Need It be more compll-
cated than that? Should your son
grow up with a great pride in his
body, ‘It will glve him more confl-

MOVING PICTURES

Barbara Schitf

dence than he would have if he has a
terrible body image.

Confldence ln one’s body seems
more Important today than ever be-
fore. Many of our youngsters are

- turning to sterolds and eating disor-
ders to force their bodies Into uore-
allsttc media images. With self-love,
it Is tess likely they will torture
themselves into those ways,

‘Thank you for this most interest-
ing letter.

Barbara

If you have a question or com-
ment for Barbara Schiff, a
trained therapist and experi-
enced counsclor, send it to Street

Elwood has a gem of LP

Continued from Page 3

Prayer” (Agua Azui Records in Aus-

tin), features a eross sectlon of folk
ballads (“The Major"), barebone
rockers (“Drug on Wars") and soulful
blues borderlng on gospet (“The Dis+
tance”).

‘The compact disc Is also o cornu-
copia of Instrumentatlon, including
ilute, cello, eboe gultar and accor-
dion — hardly the stuff one pairs up
with sparse, tumbleweed sounds usu-
ally assoclated with Austin.

BACK IN Austin, Elwood has re-
cently put together a five-member
band. Prior commitmeats, however,
have him touring with only one
member. Gallger plays flute and
percusslon and provides harmonies.

*“I've even pulled my sax out of the
closet,” Gallger sald.

Galiger's and Elwood’s musical
careers have some parallels.

SHE STUDIED classical muslc
while [n college and also performed
jazz. She grew tired of recitals, drop-
ping out of music for a year. She
landed In a bluegrass band, rediscov-
ering the spontanclly of performing
Mve music. She eventuslly found her
way to Ausiin four years ago.

Then Gallger met up with Elwood
at the Chicago House in Austln, a
place where the singer made hls de-
but.

ASIDE FROM bclng a meeting
point, Austin proved creatively In-
spiring for Elwood.

. He moved with hls family from
of

Sense, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150,

Pennsy to the ep
roots music 11 years ago. He spent

Michael Elwood

idle time doing Neil Young, Tom
Waits and Jackson Browne covers at
fraternlty parties while attending
the University of Texas, He has a
bachelor's degree In Spanlsh,

At the time, people ltke Lucinda
Willlams and Christopher Cross
were performing at Austln clubs,
="It intimldated the hell out of
me,” Elwood said.

Enough to keep Elwood crafting
songs tnstead of performing them in
public. Then two years ago, he made
his debut at the Chicago House in
Austin. The response was over-
whelming.

“I NEVER thought I'd be a per-
former,"” Elwood sald. “It’s a notion

SCREEN SCENE

1 didn’t even entertain until a couple
of years ago. § know I could write
songy. I Just wrote and wrate . . . |
thought It (the music indusiry) wu
all n:uh. 1 didn't know there was
market out for well-crafted songs.”

Elwood refers to his songs as
“head cartoons." One number, “The
Major,” Is an example of hia abllity
to craft poignant short storfes.

In the acoustic: bailad, Elwood
searches the soul of a World War II
bomber whose son follows hls dad’
footsteps In the military. Except in-

stead of thé glory he derived from
war, his son Ly kilted.

But within the conflnes of a three-
minute song, Elwood carefully whit-
tles the character while singiog dls-
dalnfully, “Now two times a year, he
heads up for Las Vegas/With his
wife and his whiskey in the old Win-
nebego./He's Tooking for something
he hasn’t found yet/He's runnlng

. from something he'll never forget.”

“Scarecrow’s Prayer” marks the
evolving process of Elwood's
songwriling. He sald he always
keeps a notebook and pen handy
when on the road, jotting ideas or
Images.

As any artist will confess, the first
release is a lfetime in the making.
The follow-up usually only Involves
a year. Elwood said he’s looking to
retease a llve album, recordlng num-
bers on this current tour {including
his stop at Birmingham Unitarian
Church}.

In his repertoire are 25-27 ‘songs
along with a couple of covers, in-
cluding Tom Waits' {who Ls one of
Elwood's Influences) “Heart of Sat.
vrday Night."

“T definltely tell a story. 1 have a
story to tell.”

Continued from Page 2

add dimension to these characters —
Iike the irritating habit Turner has
of losing his keys early in the fitm —
don't add up to much..

WIIEN HENRY decides that his
daughter doesn’t belang at a fancy
school for glrls, he dashes off to a
litt}e white chape! where she is belng
Indoctrinated. The climax of “The
Gradoate™ comes to mind immedi-
ately, but minus the emotion. The
scene just fizzles.

In the 1990s, Nichols has at least some

of the an

8. He b

Iy knows

where Henry starts and where he ends
up, right down to knocking the fat and

cholesterol from his diet.

Tt was natural for Dustin Holfman
in the late 1960s 1o crash Katharine
Ross’ wedding and steal her away to

Qur an(:jpﬂd Street Scene repaﬁnc‘; is always looking for the

rom readers

unusual a

and entrepreneurs. Send those to this column in care of this
newspapes, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, or call 953.2131.

| Time on your hands

Reviving a classlc idea, men's traditional pocket watch and knife
scts are back in timely fashion. Select from three distinctive styles

. . @ traditlonal hunt scene in ralsed rellef, the black neo-classic
style and the streamlined engraving of the art deco look. The quartz
movement watch and matchlng pocket knife are connected by distinc-
tive gold-filled chalns. Avallable at Meyer Jewelers in Summit Place
Mail, Waterford. Priced $100-150.

Flaming feasts B

High technology and earth-sale items are popplng up everywhere
Ineluding summertime backyard barbecues. From Sharper Image In
Novl and Troy, the Pyromid Portable Stove cnables you to cook a
complete meal without an air polluiing charcoal starter or using
flammable propane gas.

‘The charcoal briquets heat the grill to 1,110 degrees, making it
possible not only to barbecue, but stir fry, roast, bake and boll foods.
‘The unusual inverted pyramid shape reflects heat from the Interior
walls, maintainlng a 400-degree oven for several hours {using the
included hood). The folding steel stove repacks In its own compact
carry tote wilh a cool down time of only five minutes. Priced at $70.

Mmmmmmm, great cookout discovery . . . Jumbo chicken kabobs
(34.49 each) and beel kabobs ($3.99 uch) mdy for. the grill, available
at Diamond Market on 12 Mile Road in Southtield.

a new [lfe fllled with countless ques-
tion marks,

In the 1990s, Nichols has at least
some of the answers. He basically
knows where Henry starts- and
where he ends up, right down (o
knocking the fat ‘and cholesterol
from his diet,

1 the film went on just five min-
utes Jonger, Henry would complete
his Hyde to Jekyll transformation
into sensilive New Age male by
starting a compost pile in the hack
yard.

Y
Continued Irom Page2

* pertormance artist (and here direc-

tor) Laurie Anderson delivers a sur-
prisingly  stralghtforward concert
film, with versions of “O Superman®
and “Sharkey’s Night.” With appear-
ances by Adrian Belew and William
S. Burroughs. As part of a series ti-
tled “Personal Favorites.” hosted by
WDET disc jockey Dave Dixon.

MAPLE THEATRE. 4135 W
Maple, Birmnghin, 855-9080 (36,
$3 50 twilight) Call for shuw tines

“Everyboy's Fine” (Italian - 1991).
Marcello Mastrolanni stars as “an

. elderly man who takes a read trip to

reunite with his five children spread
out over the country. A bittersweet
{ilm from Gluseppe Tornatere, the
director of “Cinema Paradiso.”

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E
Liberty. Aon Arbor Cull 963-8690

Everything you need
toclose down a
crackhouse.

You aren't helpless
when crime invades
your neighborhood.
You're fully capable of
helping policeand they're
ready to show you how.

The case of The
Stanton ParkStand-off.

When crack moved
into arow houseona
quiet block of Stanton
Park in Washington, D.C.,
folksdecided to serve an
oviction notice.

- They met with pplice to
find out what they could
do to keep drugs out of
their naighborhood.

numbers of strange cars.
They noted the times of
odd behavior.
They vrorked with
each other. They worked
with the police. Armed
with field glasses, note
pads and telephones,
folks kept track of the
neighborhood,
Within one month,
enough evidence had been
gathered. Police moved
in. Crack moved out.
Citizen participation
beaterimein D.C.Itcan”
dq the samaé for you. For’
more success stories,

The cops toldthem to * write The McGruff Files,

- keepaneysout--tolet 1Prevention Way, Wash-
police know whenever ington, D.C, 20838-0001,
something suspi- Police become
cious happened, @ven more respon-
Theybegan to - stve when their
notice faces, people are their
They wrote partners. Togeth-

down lcense

erwecanhelp..,
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“Everybady's Fine™ (ltaly - 1991).
lhrnu.,h July 23 (call for show
i Marcello Mastrolanni stars
as an vlderly man who
trip to reunite with his five children
spread out aver the country. A bit-
tersweet film from Giuseppe Torna-
tare, the director of “Cinetna Parad-
ise ™

“iollywood M
190 730 pan July 19 and Y 36 pan
July 16 The art of making movies 1s
disewsed by major directors, includ-

2 Peter Bog-
David Lynch, and Paul

‘Bz (Tealy - 1963, 9:45 p.m. July
17 and 7 p.m. July 18. Marcello Mas-
troiannl stars as a filmmaker trying
to launch a new film project amjdst
constant {rustrations and visions.
Fedenve Fellini's highly  persona)

kes a road

ks (USA - -

{ilm 15 still among the greatest evet
made, shown here in wide screen,

“Teuly, Madly, Deeply” (Britain -
1920), through July 25 (call for show
timses). A British turn on “Ghost,”
about a widow about to embark on a
new romance who i visited by the
vision of her dead husband.

STAR JOHN R, 32289 John R (at
14 Mile). Madison Helghts, (§6 gener-
al. $375 before6 pm)

“Drowing By Numbers™ (Britan

starling July 19 {call for show
Three wamen, all with the
same name, plan cepy-cat murders
of their husbands. Another abrassive
film from director Poter Greena
w y.,compleled a few years ago but
cased here after the success of his

’ Thu Cook. lle ‘Thicf, His Wife, and

Her Lover,”
- John Managhan

IN COOPERATION WITH

Olserver & Eccentrie

NEWSPAPERS
PRESENTS

Children’s Concert Series

Gates open one hour before concert begins.

Saturday, July 20 at 11:00 AM

{recommended for all ages)

Eric Nagier

tas seen on "The Elephant Show™

and’

‘Sesame Street™)

Pavilion $7, S6 Lawn $5

Order Tickets Now For:
July 27 — Shari Lewls A lve mustal performance
with Lampehop and other friends
LLAKY anvand 2.00 pan.

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY'S
Meadow Brook Music Festival

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL
TICRGT oA,

QUILETS INCLUDING HUDSON'S. HARMONY (g )
HOUSE AND SOUND WAREHOUSE STORES OR
CALL MEADOW BROOK FESIIVAL BOX OFFICE

(313) 377-2010



