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ERE HE COMES . . . Misssster Faaar-
miiington . . . . OK, so we're not Bert
Pnrls And we're sorry if we're singing
oH key.

Bu e are sincere when we sing the praises of
a *'MF. Farmington” pageant for future Farm-

‘inglup Founders Festivals.

‘That's right, we're suggesting a Mr. Farming-
ton ‘‘beauty and talent” competition with the
ne pomp and pageantry that accompanies the

Farmington/Farmington Hills

‘Scho!arshlp ‘pageant, which has becn an integral

‘part of the p‘lsl 17 Founders festivals.

' Now we're cvrlalnly nol suggeqlmb (hnl 1he

Miss Far p-dt

in any way dimlinished. It’s a greal show —~ and

this year's was especially nice. Festival queen

Marlo Ponos is both beautiful and talented. Al 10

candidates were, reall

As usual, Viadimir's banquet hall was packed
as they slrulmg their stuff on the stage.
But'a Mr." Farmington should somehow be cho-
sen, either on the same night or sometime during
the festival and with the same basic criteria (yes

T 18 REFRESHING, il somewhat surprising,
to sce communities on both sides of Eight
Mile Road work together In an effort to
< w1...breathe new life into the corridor.
responsible for determining what can be done tu
spruce up the region's busiest thoroughfare. At
some paint, the varinus-cities that border Eight
Mile wilk have to pay more than lip service 10 the
pruject and put up thi nevessary money (0 un-
plement suggested improvements
For many yeats, Eight Mile has represented
an invisible barrier between Detroit and its sub-
‘urbs. - Starfing with Detroit Mayor Coleman
Youngs infamous slatement upon his election
that all of his city's eriminals “should hit Eight
Mile,” the roadway has served ag an economic
and racial buffer in the minds of many subur-
hanites.
RECENTLY.” Fannington

Hitls eounealenan

FLEPHONE companics have found a

. host of ways to cxpand business,
) They compete against restaurants:
“‘Do' a phone call instead of lunch.™

‘myﬁ the brochure in our latest phone bill.

They compete against caterers: “Call a family
reunion!" says the same brochure.

They compete against stationery and greefing
card companies. As daughter goes to college, dad
gives her a tetephone credit eard instead uof much
cheaper paper and stamps.

They compele against magazines with directo
ries of Imcinm adverlising - the two-lon “yel-
low pages.”

‘They.compete agalnst the pokey US. Postal
Service when proliferating Fax messages go
over telephone lines.

§f your mame is in the telephone directory,
phone companies make money when solicitors
call you. When you take your name out of the
directory, the phone company charges you each
month. Thal's a “win-win"” proposition for the
telephone company.

SO NOW the telephone companies are lobbying
Lansing for a chance o “compete” in a- Iongcr
list of businesses.

They want to get further into “information
systems" — as if you weren't inundated with
enough adverlising.

They want to manufacture equipment — as if
their former parent, AT&T, and its many com-
: petitors were somehaw sluggish,

They want to get into the long-distance busi-

most cited and least understood provi-
sions of the Bill of Rights.

The entirc amendment reads, A well regulat-
ed militia, belng necessary to the security of a
free State, the right of the people to bear arms,
- shall not be infringed.”

Coupled with the third ameadment, which
prohibits quarlering soliders without a property
owner's consent, it's clear thal the founding f(a-
"thers weren't looking for the proliferation of
weapons and the related problems thal exist in
today's socicty.

: HE SECOND amendment ~ the right to
1 keep and bear arms — is one of the

Support Eight

Full support should be given to a task force -

;S_econd, third amendments
‘protect civilians from armies,,

Mr. Farmington
ILet’s have pageant for guys

that does include the swimsmt competition') 101
judging.

MR. AND MISS Farmington could then reign
supreme over the rest of the festival, including
that big parade on Grand River.

So why have a Mr. Famington when the com.
munity seems to have gotten along swimmingly
with the all-female show? Why, it’s simply a
matter of equal opportunily.

Guys deserve a crack at some of the more than
$5 million worth of scholarships available in
pageants un the local, state and national. levels
Young men are at sort of a disadvantage when it
comes to these things. If they're not great ath-
Ietes or Rhodes Scholars, they often find them-
selves out of luck when the goodies are handed
out,

One way to correet this would lo have a sepa-
rate-but-equal tocal pageant for youug men

Hey, this is the "40s. People wouldn'’t tolerate
the local high school offering varsily basketball
for boys, but not girls. The same lugie, we feel,
applies lo scholarship pageants durimg commu-
nity festivals

Mile efforts
Ben Marks referred to the ;oad as his city’s
“Achilles heel” while suggesting the area be im-
roved.

Southtietd, the next suburb cast, has much to

gain from a new-and-unproved Eight Mile, and
has made direct investtents in several
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Struggles of the past

help build the future

ITS BEEN A wnle sice I'we
wandei ed over du sev the gang ut the
corner of 11 Mile and Middlebelt

Longtine readers of this colbit.
will know ' talkiog about
wgton Hulls eny ball where T spent
more hours than [ like to remembes
covering the cocentricities of grass
roots democracy.

Last week | returned for a couple
of hours and this time I left with v
much different fecling, a feeling that
th.- sense of comnunity s the

d: which forces us Lo over

vemuores there, The ety 18 m a good positiva (o
take a tead role in making sure tne tash fofe
does not become another good idea that was nev-
cr followed throvgh

Perhaps, the project comtd even pecone
stepming stone for bettering relationy detween
Detroit and its suburbs. [nstead of turiany their
backs on the troubled city, suburban leaders
must * realize the tremendous benetus of o
healthy Detront.

Detroit cannot survive withuat it~ suourbs, and
the same 18 tue {or Faimngton ilis gl otner
suburbs Hopetully the r cas ob the task forcs
willend the iuisgaden el i godn

Bad business
Act would allow more power

ness - as if there weren’t enough iong-distance
companies
Sponsors of the bills  state Sen Mat Dunask-

iss, R-Lake Orlon, and stale Rep Alma Stall-
worth, D-Detroit — have been hard-sold a bill of
goods under the code word of “competition ”

MUCH (S WRONG with the telecommunici-
tions bifls

® leleph d are a) and
b) big. As they seek to invade new lmm of busi
ness. there are grave risks they can nide expan-
sion costs 1n their existing monopaly business
underpricing smaller firms

® After several federal anti-trist suits the
old AT&T empire was broken up, and seven re-
gional Bell vperating companies were created
with restricled powers Today the telephone
companies want to recreate that empire in the
name of “competition.”

® This week the House Judiciary Committee
noted that the Dunaskiss-Stallworth bills would
create new exemptions under the Freedom of In-
formation Act

® Telephone systems in Washi ,DC. Los
Angeles, Plusburgh and San Frnnmsco have been
ailing, npparcnl!y when a deluge of 11 am calls
shut down the electronic systems that route
them. We wonder if it could happen in metro De-
troit

No, telephone companies have enough chal-
lenges, enough things to do, enough businesses 1o
compete in. Michigan doesn't need the fiendishiy
complex “telecommunications act’ to give the
powerlul even more power

AN VERSARY

Billof Rights

In Britain and America, 17th and :8th century
coaflicts created a deep-scated fear of occupy-
ing armies and the threat they posed to the rights
of the civilian population.

It was Britain’s double standard in dealing
with its American colonies on these issues that in
part led to the American Revolution

The second amendment has not prevented the
federal government from regulaling certain
fircarms and prohibiting some weapons. Due to
the constitution's civilian controls over the mili-
tary. the third amendment has never been tested

cuthe dll the other shurtcomings ol
wur paesenl iustio R

The »edsion wa. aliaugeu b
Joutniatiniis colleagus Sob Skl for
merly vditat of our Fatitunglou ane
Rochestes editons Bob, now an as-
sistant managing editor, 1s a real lo
cal history bulf and has spent consid
crable tkme writing and gathering
information on the subject. He is a
member of the Farmington Hills
Histurical Conymssion

ALl OF LN al W Ubse vet & kot
centri: Bave MO o our Misd:
this e W are celebraung 25
years as a corporation, even thuugh
sue ol our edions bave been
atvund tol more than 100 yeals

Hecently. < joutnalisi professor
taum the Unsversity of Michigan wa:
[RUITITTENT d tv write o histury o
vut cottipany Fur those who st u
awoit U NCWSppRY s vRDED )
PR rowe whus wicesbis ais
were thie founding tatiily wl B,
Miglun Dk a0 the dan o duys o
the 19th centony

Altotus atthe |
Observer & Eccentric
have history on out
minds this year. We are
celebrating 25 years as
a corporation, even
though some of our
editions have been
around for more than
100 years

A> a gpatter of fact, many mem
bers of the founding family are bur
led over at Quaker cemetery on Gill
Road in Farmington

In a move to make the area’s his
tury comu alive, Bob, with the aid uf
vaious  Power  family  members
gathered an tiopressive array of
Power fanily mtinetabiba

AU present b is un display
Farsmngton Hills ey hatt

To temember (he thae, seversl
fulks were invited over te see the
disploy  PPhil Puwet and his father
Eugene, an entitely separate piece
uf Jascinating, history himself about
whoi.. @ bouk shuuld be wrilten
diojacd by along win cousin Het

T Puwed

They
Hiils imayot Aldu
counGl tember J

were gleetid by Faunngto
noezi us well as
Fox who s

Steve
Barnaby

quite an aceomplished historian in
her own right

JEAN IS ONF of my lvcal heroes
¢ she wrote: an impressive biog-
phy of lurp-ol-the-century Repub-
tican governor Fred Warner, whose
Farmington heme on Grand River iy
now an histotIcal museum

Alsw in attendance was local histo-
rian Kay Briggs who is simply a
charm to know.

1t was a special moment to stand
there with present Farmington edi-
lor fom Baer and watch as Bob
Hower  presented  pastor  Edward
[runcan of the First Ualted Method:
ist ¢ huzoh with a log of that chureh's
histasy frotn the Jast century.

‘Ton uften today people question
the value of history, its relevance to
today < developmenls When I re-
member that recent day in the
Fatminglon hislory, | know that we
can only budd a strong future
lhrough the steuggles of those from
the past

Stece Burnabyas the managing
editer of the 12 Ghserver & Eccens
(1t neu spupets

Don’t ban our heritage

By Glovu b Juivis
tr

P Jettes s diecindalb bwe e
of people thase wne w.rk at pr
serving te hetilugs of aan ranine
Mty and Balot aint o whie woan
2l SUppressing activatic thet wis Je
aighed to display 1ais heaotage

 have een a resident of Farming
e Halls 1oz oearty 15 years 1 am
for atl teats and puipses « Mid-
western persus s area ot vur
country s steeped st hstory and cul-
tore, tradition and pride

The state
make up the

1 naddle west
rt of our natiun, and
its heritage is sumethng to be proud
of Recently, however, there have
been increased cfforts 10 stifle, i
part or in whole. comimunity events
that help to cemind us of vur past
Both as « community and a pation

Uie SUCh event 1s the ecent Gl
War entwingmest al Heritage Park.
‘Tins two-day event 1s tarked dy 10¢
recreation vt Coval wate ¢ my en-
Campnents and the 1eenactineul o
battles. This event comes complete
with many aspects of mibtary ana
civilian hifg: during the 186Us.

‘This bemg the fust year i have -

been able to attend 1 was guite dis
appointed when 1 heard frons several
people thal the encampinesl was
wwuch smatler than an past years
Chis may be in part due (o the ef
forts of community muembers lo
have restrictions enfurced on cortain
activitles

Mbseruer

Steve Burnaby
Judith Dones Berne
Oich fsham o« 0 s
Mk Lewis o

Fred Wirghi oo

TURTTIPRRNT RN

s

guest
column

RESDENTS caound the aeea ap
parently cnplanied about huse [ev.
els dur tu the g of catinon during
the battle ecnactmenl Becanse of
this cumplant, i cantons were al
lowert o be tired and oone.on dis
pliy 1 cun not help but deheve that
s taet discomaged many  Livil
War l'nnlusl.wls_[rmn taking part

Although artllény proved to be
Jeffective at imes during the Civil
War, 1t was an intneate part of the
contlict and s use led to many re-
fisements in the manufacture of
Caniloh ¢161 aRunURItION

To take away Wis aspect of com
bat rabs it of some realism and less
ens the impact of this tragic war be
1ween brothers that sheuld serve as
a reminder A rominder-ot the dan
gers when people o communi-
cale ul whvn Wiy b elhnocen
e and ulalory

Men from this comuninty foughl
In this War and many pever came
back. Tne Cial War encamipment
btings out the true cost in defending
1deals such as freedom 1s it not a
aspeet of this freedum that we may
pursue happiness both private and

& Eccentric Newspapers _T

. Dbt Dty Gty 1
Philip Pawer . 1.4
Richard Agiman - w1

Shenld i enlite community
twl to furo samething be-
ew ny sayr s are unwilling
to suffee ane Cor Awo days of in
ereased puise? .

COMMUNIEY Jeaders wark hard
o pres fe events that everyone can
d for Ihis they deserve our
Uu he. But 1 charge that they work
Just as hard at diloting or defusing
these events i srder o cater to the
whiss uf whall scem 16 be a privi-
leged few

Th

#is an ohl saw about pleasing
people that a few cammunity mem
bees need te thank abaut

Thronghoul childhood my parents
had gone to extraordinary efforts in
order to provide an undesstanding of
the world around me. ILs past, pres-
ent and future have been and always
will e & source of great interest to
me.

For this reison [ becomme very irri-
tated  when individuals or  small
Kroips try furcing their interpreta-
tions of hife and liberty on others

For my part | hape cvents like this
continue They provide us with the
means to teach younger generations
abaut the teiumphs and evén the fal).
ures of mankind In this way our
children mughl possibly adopt the
salues and wmos als hat made our na-
cader in the warld

Graver FoJanis, 30, i85 ¢ sty.
dent at Michtgan State Universi.
anda US. Armp Resennst




