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‘8gt. Marcla Berend stands with her husband Dwight as
she is recognized Saturday as part of the Salute to the

roops program at Herltage Park. Berend serves in the
. .8, Army reserve as a criminsl Inveatigator, and served
.. six months in Saudi Arabia inboth Riyadh and Dhshran.
*.More than 20 soldiars and their families were honored at
- the Saturday avent.

Reservist is proud of work she did

By Casey Hans
ataff wilter

Upon jolning the US. Army
reserves 14 years ago, Marcia
Berend never thought she'd see
war [n her lfctime.

But the Farmingion Hills rest-
dent was one of dozens of reserve
and regular military people from
the Farmington area to be called to
duty in the recent Perslan Gulf
Wwar. All were honored Saturday at
a special ceremony ot Heritage
Park.

Like many others, Berend was
scared. But she went overseas to
serve her country because It was
the right thing lo do.

“I was really nervous,” sald the
37-year-old sergeant who had am-
ple warning about her deployment,
but only a few days actual notlee to
pack and leave last November.
“Never in a milllon ycars — I ney-
er thought they'd call us up. 1
would have bet a millton dollara,”

“The Saturday we left, that was
awful,” she added. "It was like
somebody taking out my heart.”

IN HER CIVILIAN llfe, Berend
Is married and works for the clty of
Farmington Hills' Special Services
Department, Is part of the Army’s
Jackson-based 323rd Unit — Crim-
tnal Investigative Division. The
CID unlts were formed in the 19608

to supplement the Army’s military
pollce. Berend's unit was the first
CID to be called to active duty in
the Persian Gulf.

She arrlved in Saudi Arabia on
Christmas Eve, and was stationed
in Riyadh for the firstthree months
where she dld internal Investiga-
tions for all sorts of crime:: includ-
ing larcenles, arsons, any fatallty,
aceldental shootings and even mall
fraud. She did similar work her
second three months of duty In
Dhahran.

Although not on the front lines,
the war was Hight tn Berend's back
yard. She recailed the night the
first Patriot defense misstie was
fired to shoot down a Soviet-made
Scud missile coming from Iraq.
“They woke us up at 3 In the morm-
ing. All of a sudden I heard *boom,
boom' and the wall thook,” she
said. “We got used to all the Scud
alerts. We had so many of them.”

HUNDREDS OF units of vacant
bousing ortginally bullt for the Be-
douln people were used (o house
some 40,000 American troops. “It
was almost ready-made for war,”
she added.

Bepend said she felt Jueky o be
housed in a building, and not in the
desert, as were many other sol-

diers.
Dwlght Berend, Marcla’s hus-

band, hetd things down on the home
front by coordinatlng a famlly sup-
port group for Marcla's unit. He
sald the couple spent about $1,500
in phone bllls between calling over-
scas and staying tn touch with
other spouses and families.

“I was miserable,” he sald, “but
1 had good support from my family
and hers. [ had a job to communl-
cate with all those women." In ad-
ditlon to calls, Dwight sent out 2
regular newsletter to the famltles.

Mareia Berend ls delighted with
all the attentlon returning veterans
are getting, but'is a blt uncomiort-
atle because veterans of other
wars dida't receive the same treat-
ment, “I think that a tot of it —

Cities welcome Gulf vets
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. House, the U.S, Congress and the
state Legislature were all read into
the record on behalf of (the

honorees.
“Merelfully, wars end. And the "

healing and the reunions and the
celebrations  begin,” said  Hills
Councilwoman Nancy Bates. “I am
convinced that the hometown cele-
bration means the most to the re-

they're trylng to make up for Viet.
natm,” she sald, “I hope that even-
tually, things dle down, Enough ls
enough.”

Although she expects the impact
of the war to fade In time, the ex-
perlence In the Perstan Gulf will
never leave her. 1 never consid.
ered myself to be a big patriot,”
she said. “But 1 was so damned
proud to be an American and to
wear that unlform.

“I nceept it, and 1 really apprecl-
ateft” .

Berend's unlt was sent home In
June, and she returned to work a
few weeks ago, "One of the ‘most
wonderful things was sinking into
my own.bed — [ thought I'd died
and gone to heaven,” she sakd.

turning soldicrs and their familles,

“Today, we arc here to make
memories, and today s a memory.
1 congratulate them (the velerans)
and the famllles that strengthened
them.” .

Vagnozxl suggested any visitors
to the park stop necar the plenle
shelter and read the plague to re-
mind them about thelr freedom,
and those who worked to keep it in-
tact.
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maglstrate hearing room and em-
ployce lounge_te a third courtroom
and judiclal chambers. It would also
pay to renovate existing eourtrooms
and chambers to match the new
area, modlfy the police holding arca
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sald hat his client dld not remember
Nebus saying that pollce would take
action on the cutstanding warranis
that afternoon. The thrce mis-
demcanor
support in 1981 and two bench war-
rants on a drunk driving charge in
Gaadcn City and Farmington, Nebus
sald. .
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Improve the landscaping on site.
Staffing costs for the new judge
could be handled by current court
fees, according to Harrls. Deadman
sald although the extra costs are a *
concern, “the court pretly much
pays Its own way"” and that the ln-
creased court docket carries more
revenue. Although both lecal units of
government pay a portlon of the
Judges® salaries, most Is relmbursed
by the state so is of little local con-

cern,
Bruce Timmons of the state House

According to Nebus, Florian was
concerned that Magon would take
off if police did not act quickly.

FLORIAN GAVE Nebus Magon's
Soclal Security number, but Nebus
sald that wasn't enough to ascertain
acriminal history.

Voters to decide on district

Office sald

court expansion

except for Mayor Shirley .

pproving the third hip would
likely not be approved until the
spring of 1992, but that once clties
note the need they are usually ap-
proved without problem. It s possi-
ble a third judge could be approved
without the voters approving a build-
ing addltion, he added.

“] guess the worse case scenario Is
we'll squeeze him (3 new judge) In
somewhere,” Judge Schacffer said.

Monday's actton by the Farming-
ton City Council was done with little

Cop’s testimony used in exam

_At 10 a.m., Nebus's secretary Jaid
Magon's criminal record on Nebus'
desk.

Florian, Nebus said, left scon after
that, headed for the Meifer Thlfty
Acres store in Novl, where he bought
the rifle that he allegedly used to klll
Magon.
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telilng the judges: “You
certalnly have praven to me there Is
aneed for a third judge.” -

in Farmington Hills discussion

- centered on what would happen if

voters fall (o approve the proposed
ballot issuc and the need to seck con-
struction bids for any addition to the
existing courthouse to make room
for a third judge. .

“I didn’t think it would happen.
But herc it's. happened all over

agaln,” councilman Ben Marks said.

He was upset because he felt the
cities should scek bids rather than
automatically glve the court addl.
tion work 10 John Allen Architects of
Farmlngton, which designed ‘the
‘original courthouse, o former ele-
mentary school, as well as recent Ln-
terior rennovations.

The council voted 6-0 to scek bids

for the addition. Councilman
Jonathan Grant was absent.
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= July 1—August 15

It's a celebration of flowers
s Speclacular selection
« Special summer prices
Stop by to enter our FTD* Flowerlesl
Sweepstakes and you could win
a lrip for two the 1992 Rose Parade
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Summorume 13 a fun tima and a good tune o get a hoad stazt on tha school
yoar. Just a couplo of hours a woek this summor at a Sylvan Leaming Cunler
can help your child do botter this fall in ﬂlvan Leamiing Center.
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10 basic math and algabra. O Happkids dobena?
Sytvan guatantees when enrolled In
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5755 W, Maple
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AT Preparston

e ————— |

-

R
O w] N N A
K A R A N

MONDAY, JULY 22, 10 AM. TO 5 PM.
COLLECTION SPORTSWEAR, BIRMINGHAM
COORDINATOR TINA BALDWIN OF DONNA KARAN
WiL'l. BE HERE T0 PRE'SENT THE EXCITING

NEW COLLECTIGNS FOR FALL 1391
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Our July Special atrangement of assorted
colorful summer Towers it handled
bamboo basket
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