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Ferguson rocks bass circuit

nightlife that went along

with belng a punk rocker so
he switched to a positlve alternative
- fishing. And the change has been
an outstanding one for the Rochester
natlve and pro bass angler,

*“! was tn a punk rock band for a
couple years, but I was getting slck
of all the bad things that went along
with it,” said Ferguson. “I had some
good friends and famlly members
wh};{helped get me out of all that bad
stufl”

" A RT FERGUSON 111 didn't care
much for the loud, crazy

That was a few years ago. and
since then Ferguson has been Ine
creasingly busy traveling up to
40,000 miles a year from tourna-
ment 1o tournament across the na-
tlon.

His most recent success came on
June 30 when the 26-year old won

the Operatlon Bass Red Man Mlchi-'

gan Division Qualifier on Saginaw
Bay.

At the completion of six Michigan
Division qualifiers the top 30 an-
glers, determined on a basis of
pounds and polnts, will move on to a
regional competition where they will
compete against 120 other regional
qualificrs. Ferguson is currently
cighth [n the Michlgaa Division after
the first two events. He placed 44th’
in the opening tournament, June 2 on
the Grand River.

FERGUSON NOT ONLY beat the

compelition on Saginaw Bay, but he

outdoors
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beat the odds as well.

Prior to the start of the tourna-
ment, Ferguson was cxperiencing
problems with his boat which threat.
cned Lo keep him out of thé competi-
tion. But onc of his sponsor, Jan'’s
Sport Shop In Goodrich, teaned him a
boat so he could participate.

Then, bad weather threatened to
keep him off Saginaw Bay. .

“Saginaw Bay is known for its
wind,” Ferguson explalned. “There
was a pretty good wind comlng out
af (he northeast and we had four to
{ive-foot waves as we left the Sagh-
naw River, Of the 75 boats, about 20
of us tried to go out of the mouth of
the river and 20 minutes later there
were five of us left. I went further
out than anyone clse, all the way up
to AuGres. There was a small group
of fish off a reed point that had been
there for three weeks every time the
wind was out of the northeast. it
took me about an hour and 40 min-
utes to get there, but I had a limit of
five fish In 15 minutes. T knew, as
long as I could get through the rough
weather, I could get my lmlt.”

Ferguson landed a total of 14

keepers that day. The {lve he kept to
weigh-in for the tournament totalicd
11-pounds, $-ounces. He caught all
the fish by flipping Berkley Power
Worms ‘into reed polnts and was
awarded $2,531 for his winning ef-
fort. Ferguson's biggest fish this day
was a 3-pound, 15-ouncer. “A pretty

good klcker,” he said,

SUCCESS HAS BEEN the rule
rather than the exceptlon for Fergu-
son over the last two years, He quall-
fied for last year's regional despite
competing in Just three of the six
qualifiers. He placed second in 2
qualifier on Wixem Lake near Mid-
fand and third in one on Lake St
Clair. He had a “fair finlsh™ in a
quallfier on Grand River then fin-
ished “in the middle of the pact,” at
the regional.

The highlight of last year's suc-
cess, however, was gualifying for the
Bass Anglers Sportsmens Soclety’s
BASS Master's Classic. The tourna-
ment was held in August on the
James River in Richmond, Virginia.

“Actually, I did terrible in the
tournament, but just 10 make it there
was fantastic. § was only the fifth
Michlgan resident to qualify for the
BASS Master's Clasic in the 20 years
its been held. All the top guys are
there. It's the best tournatnent in the
world.”

FERGUSON CREDITS his neigh-
bor George Hoffman with getting
him started in professionat bass fishe

ing.

“I had been [lishing for fun, but
when 1 saw George's bass boat ['{ell
in love with 11" Ferguson said. "He
bad been Nishing the circuits since
the early "70s and he got me headed
in the right direction.”

Ferguson and iloffman have
teamned up to fish the American
Scholarship Team Circuit for the
last three years. In 1988 they won
the circuit and were the pational
leaders. In 1989 they placed second
while Jast year they jumped back on
tup again. They are currently in
fourtls place atter the first two tour-
naments of the summer

Ferguson said he averages four of
five fishing (rips per week

You have 1o put in a lot of prac-
tive and put your litne in-on the wa-
ter,” he said. “JSust like in any other

- sport, you have lo practice 1o be
guod. Practice with fishing is a little
different than other sports. You have
to practice keeping a posilive atti-
tude and practice keeping your body
and mind in tupe with what the fish
are doing. Fish do different things at
different titnes of the . You have
to be aware of tins and b in tune
with what's golng ot in the water.”

(Anplers are urged o report
Hierr surcess. Questions and com-
ments are also encouraged. Send
mformaton to; Outdoors, 505 K,
Mapie, Birvnngham, Mi 45008, or
call Bill Parker at 644-1101, ext
24

Exercise may build
more than muscles

Dear Myma: Have there beea any stodies made receally on exerclse
=nd how it affects our intelligence? It scems to me that I bave read
something on Lhe subject.

1t you have recently read any such study on exercise, or any Inter-
esting subject on exercise, please contact me. I am always interested
in new information.

“ This last year the University of Illinois conducted a study of rats’
and excrcise. Now here we are with anather “old rat theory.”

Wel), you may have already suspected it. Scientists are finding that
exercise not only builds muscles, but may make the braln grow
stronger as well. In the University of Illinots study, it was found that
after four weeks of acrobic exercise, rats averaged a 20 percent in-
crease in the number of blood vessels nourishing the cerebellum.

The study notes that improving the brain’s ability to respond more .
elficiently 10 one form of exercise also prepares it to better handle
olher types of physical activity. A change within a leur~we¢k period is
amazing when you think about it.

(Myrna Partrich, co-owner of The Workout Company, Inc. of
Bloomfield Tuumslnp and a member of the President’s Councyl
of Physical Fitness, is happy to answer any guestions readers
may have regarding exercise. Please send those questions to:
Sparts department, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham 48069.)

exercising options

Myrna
Partrich
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outdoors calendar

IMPORTANT DATES
AND EVENTS

® July 18-2t — Mariner Festival
will be held in Tawas City. Call 1.
800-55-TAWAS for more Informa-
tion.

® July 20-2] — Arrow Fest will
take place al the Western Wayne
County Conservation Assoclatlon.
Call 453-9843 for more information.

® July 20-21 — Masters Walleye
Circuit Tournament will be held in
Saginaw. Call -(517) 6B6.7787 for
more information.

® July 20-28 — A walleye tourna-
ment will be held In Caseville, Call
(517) 269-643t for more information.

® July 21 — Operation Bass will
have a Michigan Division qualifier
at Harley Ensign PAS. In St Clair.
Enlry deadline Is July 10. Call {309)
663-0114 or (502) 362-8110 for mare
information.

® July 21 — A 3D shoot begins at
B a.m. at the Royal Oak Archers'
walk through range in Lake Orion.
Cal) 693-)369 or 693-9799 for more
information.

® July 26-28 — 1991 Budwelser
AuSable River Canoe Marathon be-
gins at dusk in Grayling. Call 1-800-
235-GOAL for more information.
July 27 — AuSable River Festi-

val Kids Fishing Derby will be held

in Grayling. Call (517) 348-3784 for

more information.

® July 27 - Kalamazoo River

Steelheaders® Fishing Contest will be
* held in Saugatuck. Call (616) 857-

4762 for morc information.

® July 27-28 — A walleye tourna-
ment will be held in AuGres. Call
(917 876-6688 for more information.

® July 31 — Entry deadline for
the Aug. 11 Operation Bass Michigan
Division qualificr in Muskegon. Call
(309) 633-0114 for more information.

& Aug 1-3 — Cabella’s/In-Fisher-
man Professional Wakleye Champi-
onship will be held at Veteran's Me-
morial Park in Bay City. Call 1-800-
424-5114 for more Information,

® Avg. 3 — Backlashers Bass
Club of Livonia will hold a kids fish-
ing derby beginning at 9:30 a.m. at
Gallop Park in Ann Arbar. Call Scott
Soucy at 525-1387 for more informa-
tion.

® Aug 4 — Royal Oak Archers
will held a 3D sheot on its walk
through range In Lake Orion. Call
693-1369 or £93.9798 for more infor-
mation.

® Aug 11 — Operation Bass will
hold a Michigan Divislon qualifier at
Fisherman's Landing In Muskegon.
Call (309) 663-0114 or (502) 362-8110
for more information,

® Aug. 18 — Western Wayne
County Conservation Association
will have a 3-D archery shoot at 10
am. on its walk-through range in
Plymouth Township. Call 453-9843,
10 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. dally or $25-0887
evenings for more informatlon,

® Aug. 22-25 — Grand Traverse
Salmon Classic will be held on west
Grand Traverse Bay. Calt (616) 941+
7044 for more tnformation.

® Through August — Jack Lev-
crenz Sailing School will have class.
¢s on Lake St. Clair. Call 886-7887
for more information.

® Through Sept. 2 — Crooked
Lake Fishing Contest will take place
at Independence Oaks County Park
in Clarkston. Call 625-0877 for more
information.

@ Through Scpt. 2 — Buhl kake
Fishing Contest will take place al
Addison Qaks County Iark Call 625-
0877 for more information.

METROPARKS

® Rosco and Redhots, a hotdog
cookout for children featuring tricks,
Jjokes and balloon animals by Rosco
the Clown, begins at 7 pan. Fraduy at
Stony Creek.

@ Junior Naturalists, a program
for children ages 10-12 featuring a
study of birds, insvets, mamm
and wildflowers, begins at 10 a.m.
Saturday at Indian Springs. Partici-
pants should bring a sack lunch and
should dress for the weather,

» Worlds tn Water, a program in
which’ participants will explore life
in a pond, begins at 2 pm. Saturday
at Indian Springs.

® Birchbark and Brunch,.an op-
portunity to help paddle the 35-tool
Voyager canoe, begins at 10 am.
Sunday at Stony Creck. There is a
$2.50 [ee per person.

® Go with the Flow Stream Wailk,
a nature program in which partici-
pants will cxplore the shallow wa-
ters of Stony Creek Lake, begins at 2
p.m. Sunday at Stony Creck. Partici-
pants should dring old shoes 50 they
can wade in the water.

® Snakes Alive, a nature program
about snakes, begins at 2 p.m. Sun.
day al Indian Springs.

® Summer In a Pood, a nature
program in which purticipants will
use dip nets and sortaing trays 10 ox-

plore iife in a pond, begins at 2 pm
Sund'\y at Kensington. .\
© Family Evealng Nature Cruist,

JOIN US JULY 22-28 AT OAKLAND HILLS...
FOR THE 1991 U. S. SENIOR OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP!

N ir

Jack Nicklaus

Amald Palmer

k up your tickets today for golf's premier Senior event!

Carv Maver

Lev T

a family-oriented cruise aboard the
Islund Queen Excursion boat begins
at B ptn Tuesday at Kensington
There §s a $2 charsie per persan.

. ture @1 the Beach: Tracks tn
the Sand, a program to help ehldren
identify ammal tracks, heging at 1
pm. \\‘ulnmda\ at Stony Cr

® Most \h-lrnpark PrOgrams are
free, but some have a nominal
charge. Advance registration and a
veluele entry permit are required.
For more nformation, call 1-800-
234-6534

OAKLAND COUNTY
PARKS

® Snakes, Ob No' a nature pro-
gram about the world of snakes, be-
gins at ¥ p.m. Salurday al Independ-
ence Oaks
# Michigan Wetlands, a program
dw i

tien Clubs will
ues of wetlands,
begins at 3 pem Saturday at Inde-

talk about the v

LS n«lvm v (ks

nature

program i which participants will

learn 1o anclude edible flowers 1n

Waly gieals. begins at 7 pm Thurs.
: -at Independence Oaks.
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DOC’s swim goggles give
you a competmve edgef
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We specialize
in custom
Tops & Covers
Boats kept inside

CANVAS CONCEPTS
BOAT TOPS & COVERS
12541 Glabe
Livonia, M)

313-464-9422

l_‘25% OFF o

Improst sefely

ANY GOGGLE, ALL FASHION AND
EYE-GUARD, OESIGHER FRAMES
%Pﬁﬂsnlﬁgllfssssgss PRESCRIPTION LENSES

= $100 T Sncaee veg et

—TEAM AND LEAGUE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE —
ALSO, FASHION AND DESIGNER EYEWEAR

GLASSES IN ABOUT 60 MINUTES OR LESS

Southwesl Cornee of Woodward at 14 Mite Road
Phone 549-9080 » Open 7 days a week

ALSO AT D.OC SPORTVISION DEPARTMENTS tH MAJDR MALLS

A '!'_{,,,, Walch Lee Trevino defend his
N7 /) _title in golf's most prestigious
oy 'qﬂ Senior tournament against

! "\ /

Course July 22-28. Daily ticke!s start at
$15 for praclice rounds; $25 for all
Championship days. What's more, you

WORLD

#1 COIL srocx l

the likes of Palmer, Player, can enjoy oxtra savings by selecting onc g
4, Nlcklaus and other 1op stars of the special licket packages listed wnie ona
N on Oakland Hill's tamed South below. . .50 purchnqe you tickets today! tecoren 4 3
Descriplion ~Prce 24" x 50 ft. roll I
DAILY TICKETS - - Lot . S l D I N G SOLID VINYL [
Praclice Aounds: o L 05 REPLACEMENT ‘
Champlonship Aounda: 1+« . e et s R WINDOWS

50 YEAR WARRANTY

white DS D4

1atin oty Cleaning
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10 'OROUNDSONLY EXCNAMK‘EABLE COUPONS custom T”m Ava“ahle 0:4 19AW

et ary day sngludes 10 Paseg mpona 10 CRaronstip anssees $ 5 6 95 pims 1o vaer mestwrments ang wh wil irtom 01 | 3 Calors I

10 ' CLUBHOUSE AND GROUNDS” EXCHANGEADLE COUPCNS . veurbes
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Tickets now avaliable at:
OAKLAND HILLS
RO SHOP
" 3951 West Maple, Birmingham
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NEVADA BOB'S
Discount Golf Shops

CARL'S GOLFLAND
1976 S. Telegraph, Bloomficld Hills




