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This week’s question:

How are you doing
in the hot weather?

Wa asked thls question
at the Kowalskl Deli in
Farmington during a
recent warm spell

‘Great, ) love the hot
weather. Of course, | have
air conditioning.'

— Cecilla Sanforg
Farmington

humud.”

'NOt vary well, 1'in very
tirea. it's just too hot and

— Eleunor Kosmskl

Southtwld .

o

‘Teurible . .
Dbutter than the ailernutive
— stiow and cold.'

.butit's
hot weathuer.!

~ Katy Kelly
Daton

“Fine. dtove il i'm ona al
1hose people who ¢njoy

— Stanysiava Krowicky
Farminglon Hilts

'All rlgm i love It. This ls
what | wait for —
summertime.’

— Sonja Styles
Livonia

‘Fine. | liko playlng
outside and going to the
lake.*

~— Andrew Styles
Livonia

Posting a complaint

Drug store owner challenges sign law

By Cosey Hang
stall writer

The owner of three Farmington

_ Maple Village drug stores Is the first

to challenge part of the clty’s new
sign law.

Alvin Wander belleves the ordl-
nance, which restricts temporary
window slgns (o 25 percent of total
window space, s unfalr to smaller
merchanis who need the signage to
promote their businesses. The ordi-
nance was passed last November al-
ter much discusslon by city councit
members and planning commlssion-
ery.

“We certalnly appreciate the need
- tobeautlfy . . .but wehave tofinda
.way to work together,” sald Wander,
who adds that he must compecte
against glant drugstore chains who
have large advertising budgets. “We
don't have the financial mechanism
1o be able to do that.

“You could argue whether our
signs are. tasteful. We "think * they
are."”

Wander recelved three wrltten
warning notices from the city, and
appealed to the councll in early July
for slgn variances at each of hls

stores. He owns stores in downtown
Farmington. at Grand River and
Drake roads, and most recently at a
renovated and cleanced-up locatlon at
the Uptown Plaza at Grand River
and Mooney. Wander also owns
stores in Ann Arhor, Ypsilanti, South
Lyon, Westland, Warren and Lincoln
Patk, wheee he sald he has had no
sign problems.

WANDER SENT 4 leiter to Mayor
Sherley Richardson Yast September
warning that the new syt ordinance
would burt smallet busunesses, ¢s)
clally 1n a tough ceonornic climate.

‘The council tabled the July 1 vari-
ance request with several councile
people asklng for more information
about the Maple Village sltuation,
The council Is expected to reconsider
it at the Aug. 18 meeting.

‘Councllman Raiph Yoder called
the 25 percent law *'too restrictive”
and would like lo se¢ merchants al-
lowed another 10 percent of their
window space for advertising of scr-
vices to customers.

Wander sald he Is pleased the
couneil Is consldering the matter.
“We were delighted with the recepe
tlon we.got,” he said. “They were
wllling to listen.”

Maple Village’s Uplown store
manager Arlenc Vecsel said the
store regularly draws customers
with slgns which tout low milk and
diaper prices. “This helps cveey
body,” she added “It's been a hig

‘hetp in sales.”

John' Richardson, ¢ veterinarian
with a practice in the Uptow
atso _appeared  befure  councal
speak abaut \he signage  prohiem
Concidentally he s also the miay
or’s husbana

“Businesses can't live with this,”
Richatdson said “'Signs are changed
trequently . as a service to the
customer.

“Maybe the signs they're looking
to see is “for lease™ because that's
what they're.going to have Is a bunch
of empty buildings. I was happy to
sce the councll table iL."

-THE CITY is cxpected to conslder
the amount of window space when

revlewing the Maple Village request, |

since some of Wander's stores have
much smallet windows than others,
This is not the first time the issue
of temporary signs has been debated
recently, Last fall, as the council
was. considering changing the sign
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Al Wander and Arlene Vecsei, owner and man-
ager of the Maple Village Drugs ut Uptown Pla-
za, stand in front of thelr store and windows,
which ‘promote varlous product specials. The

ordinance, a number of local busi-
nesspenple protested the move say-
ing the signage was thesr only effec-
tive marketlng strategy-

ty of Farmglon Hills s
the inidst of considering

alsn

changes to lis sign ordinance, which

store is curremly

will address the temporary sign ls-
sue. Farmington Hills attorney John
Donohue, who represents both cities,
said the Hills City Council is expect-
ed 1o revlew a staff proposal of 25
percent of window spuce for tempo-
rary signage, plus other changes to

SHARON LeMIEUX/$1aH photographer

in violation of the city's sign

law, using 30 percent of its window space to
display signs. The city allows only 25 percent.
Wander is asking for a variance.

the law, on July 22.

In Farmlington, the Maple Drugs
variance request “is the first time a
variance request really goes to the
heart of the 25 pereent,” Donchue
said. “They're golng to glve it an aw-
fully long look.”
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