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Publlc is urged

By Casay Hans
statf writer

State leglslators visiting Farming-
ton Hills Thursday were challenged
.to do somethlng about our aging pop-
ulation, especlally with the Baby
Boomer generation approaching late
middle age.
, *“The time to address this is now,
befare the avalanche the census pre-
- dicts hits us,” said Robert McQuaid,
execuilve director of Detrolt Baptist
Manor in Farmington Hllls, -"We
must be awakened from this sleep-
walk of the youth cullure,

“The publlc must develop a new
view of our elderly,” he added} say-
ing younger people must “‘see our-
selves” In the faces of today's elder-

ly.

McQuald was ene of about. 70 peo-
ple — seniors and those who handle’
senjor services in Southeast Michl-

gan — who packed a mudnx room
at the Farmington Hills llbnry lor a
public hearing by the staté H
Republican Task Force on Senlor
Pollcy. The hearing was the first-to
be taken outside of Lansing, where
the task force has been mecting for
the past year.

The group will complle all tesll-
mony to determine future state poll-
cles for seniors.

THE GROUP, which Includes
state Rep. Jan Dolan, R-Farmingten
Hills, heard about the horrors of Al-
zhelmers Disease, the problems fac-

" ing the elderly poor and the change
in llfestyle which is forcing the eld-
erly to care for each other at home
with tittle help,

Many of the complalots were
about decllning services because of
budget cuts, at o time when the pop-
ulation ls aging at a rapld pace.

Continved fromPage1 |
punched In the face and forchead
and knoeked to the ground.

‘The son repartedly got on top of
the coach and punched him In his
back, neck and face, according o
the report.

An 37-year-old u!t-duty state po-
lice trooper from Louislana — the
brother of another White Sox coach
~ ran to the beaten man's aid and
tried to pull off one of his attack-
ers.

Misdemeaneor charges filed
after Little League fight .

" the trooper left to seck medlcal at-

One of the alLuclwn got off lhe
coach and puncl\ed the stato
Lrooper in the

With. his car hmvlly bleeding,

tention. That's when another five to
10 adults who were watching the
game jolned the fracas to help the
coach.

When the fight ended, the two
men who began the fight shouted
obscenitles as hey left the game,
according to the pollee report.
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toé see themselves as seniors

‘The time to address this is now,
before the avalanche the census

" predicts hils us. We must be
"awakened from this sleepwalk of the

youth cuiture.’
— Robert McQuaid
Detroit Baptist Manor
One'resldent Lold the committee of  month - that she and ber family source of income.

his family's experience with hla fa-
ther-in-law's Alz.helmer s Disease.
“It's sad. It's ing. It's very

pald out while her husband was |1}
wlth lhe same dlsease,

disturbing,” he sald, “Soclety has to
have a responsibility for these peo-
ple. We collectively have to come lo
grips wlth the problema.”

Another woman told of the huge
expenses — hundreds of dollara per

has the ninth largest
number of senlors 60 and older com-
pared with other states, according to
information presented Thursday.
Forty-two percent of today’s senlors
are impoverished, while 64 percent
use Soclal Security as their main

State agrees; house

Contlnued from Page 1

" just a bit south of Nine Mile, and
-across a nearby bridge over Nine
Mile,  would now cost at least
$225,000, DeFratne sald.

MDOT also bas a rule that a mini-
mum of four houses must benefit
from a nolse barrier. Barber’s house
Ls the only resldence in that area af-
fected by I-275, And costs cannot ex-
cecd about $15,000 per house.

Barber, however, sees things dif-
ferently.

. “This is a good home. Homes like
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1o get safety wall

l)usc 1hlstor1cul) r.nnnol be consld-
disposable,

This s a residential
area We should have recelved more
protection. The state i3 not' adg:
qualely protecting us,” she said,

The Barber house — origlnally
owned by relatives of Barber's hus-
band, Bob — Is a family heirloom.
Bullt tn 1824, Lhe house, which is in
the state historical reglster, has re-
malned ~ except for a brief time in
uxe Depression — In the Barber fam-

“Ils part of the history of this
state. And- it shouldn’t be brushed

. away as though it docan't count.”

Barber has conalstently reminded
state officials that historic preserva-
tion laws preceded regulations for
nolse barriers. But Barber chalks up
her lack af success wlm the atate to
numbers.

“They (state offlcials) don thave o
problem with spending  $7,500-
$10,000 for cach light flxture for the
{state} Capitol building (that's being
restored). But they can't spend that
lordhomcs they want preserved,” she
sald. .
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Those who work with ltnluu see
those numbers growing daily.

“I think what we have are two ex-
tremes {rich and poor) and not much

in the 'middle,” sa!d Dan Potter, di-
rector of speclal services for.the elty
of Farmington Hills, whose depart-
ment has a Senjor Adult Dlvislon.

HE NOTED ALSO that more peo-

ple today are caring for parénts In.
s\ud of children, and that many ol
those children are senlors them
sclves,

“We are no Jonger that younger so
clety we grew up with," he added.

Anaother HIls offlcial pointed out
that seniors face a mullltude of
needs. “If a senlor needs one service,

. they have multiple nceds,” added

Maggle Loridas, senior adult specta)-
ist for the clty. “Our agency is belng
calied on to provide multlple, mult).
ple services In many areas. .
“The communlly becomes  the
care-glve:
Aldenc Dlv.ur In telling adbuul her
er

W)
husband's Alzheimer's, asked why
there couldn’t be more help. “Why 1s
It people over 65 years old always
have to be .the one to bite the bul-
tet?" she asked.

fiie photo

Joan Barber of Farmington Hllls hasn't given up her fight for a
nolse barrler to butfer her historic home that sits 130 teot trom
1-275 even though the state plans to provide her with a five-foet
tall aafety barrier.

Watch Lee Trevino dafend his
title in goli's most prestigious
9%, 191} Senior tournarhent against
the likes of Palmer, Player, .
W Nicklaus and ather top stars

on Oakland HIIIs famed South

bolow. .

JOIN US JULY 22-28 AT OAKLAND HILLS... -
FOR THE 1991 U. S. SENIOR OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP!

Course July 22-28. Dally tickets start at
$15'for practice rounds; $25 for all i
Champlonship days:: What's mora, you'-
can enjoy oxtra savings by selecfing cne
of the special ticket packages listed

.50 purchaso you lickels todayl

_| Price.

"GROUNDS ONLY SEASON TICKETS

_copy of Champronship magazing

~CLUBHOUSE ANO GROUNDS" SEASON TICKETS
fncludos lickot which 1s good for admission t Clubhousa and grou=ds for ait days of
Chamganship: daily parking coupons: capy af maganine.

Includos seven daly tekols for 3 prachce. 4 Champianghip 1OURDS dary BAIKNG COUPONS:

10 “GROUNDS ONLY" EXCHANGEABLE COUPONS

_Good any day; includas t0 parking caupons, 10 Champonship magazies
10 “CLUBHOUSE AND GROUNDS™ EXCHANGEABLE COUPONS
Good any day: includes 10 paring coupons, 10 Champonship magazings.

Tickets now avaliable at:
OAKLAND HILLS

PRO SHOP
3951 West Maple, Birmingham

NEVADA BOB'S
Discount Golf Shops

CARL'S GOLFLAND
1976 S. Telegraph, Bloomflcld Hills
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